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LA of MAN and ad THE ISLES, 
May it pleaſe your Grace 


O accept my humbleſt and moſt reſpect- 
full thanks, for the honor done me by : 


your condeſcending permiſſion to prefix your _ 
+ illuſtrious | „ 


DEDICATION. 


illuſtrious name to the following mean diſ- 
courſes. Conſcious as I am of their various 
imperfections, I cannot but be ſenſible that I 
lye open to the charge of preſumption in offer- 
ing to your Grace what is ſo little worthy your 
acceptance. But this very conſciouſneſs was 
indeed one reaſon which induc'd me to beg 
the liberty of ſheltering theſe ſermons under 
your protection; In hope that the dignity and 
merit of the perſonage to whom they are ad- 
dreſs d, might procure for them ſome degree of 
that favorable indulgence which they ſo much 
need, | | 

But whatever other faults uay (as many I 
fear will) be found in them, I hope I may ven- 
ture to aſſure your Grace that no ſentiments 
will be met with in any of them, contrary to 
reaſon and truth ; to virtue and chriſtianity. 
Ill indeed wou'd it become a preacher of the 
goſpel knowingly, to entertain, and ſtill worſe to 
publiſh any thing contradictory to theſe great 
guides and rules of life and manners; and moſt 
of all unbecoming and unpardonable wou'd it 
be to addreſs ſuch a ſentiment, to one whole 
whole 
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whole conduct and behaviour is govern'd by the 
ſtricteſt conformity to them ALL. 

And that your Grace's deportment is uni- 
formly influenc'd by the dictates of theſe un- 
erring counſellors, is unknown to thoſe only 
who are entire ſtrangers both to your perſon and 
character. Though I have not had the honor 
of myſelf enjoying the opportunities of remark- 
ing your eminent and amiable qualities, I have 
receiv'd my accounts of them from thoſe who 
have been happy in obſerving them from your 


earlieſt years to the preſent : With whom I 


am connected by kindred, and ſtill more nearly 
by friendſhip; whom I know to be by no 
means deficient in ſagacity; and of whole ve- 
racity I have the higheſt Opinion. And how 
often have I heard them dwell with delight on 
your numerous excellencies and perfections ! 
How often have they prais'd that attention to 
every even the minuteſt duty, which is ſo com- 
mendable in any ſtation 3 ſo truly admirable 
in the higheſt | Sometimes exſpatiating on the 
virtues of your blooming years ; admiring that 


early piety, that exemplary filial duty, and un- 
| A 2 affected 
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DEDICATION. 
affected modeſty which adorn'd your virgin 


ſtate ; Thence going on to celebrate the con- 
jugal affection, the Union of hearts as well as 
hands, of which your Grace and your moſt noble 
Lord are ſuch remarkable examples: which 
each deſerves from by each returning it to the 
other, 

How ſtill wou'd they protra& the pleaſing 
tale, by pointing out the budding beauties and 
dawning virtues of your lovely and hopefull 
oft-ſpring | who promiſe ſo happily to recom- 
pence that early diligence, and watchfull aſſidu- 
ity with which you attend the openings of the 


infant mind; give the tender twig it's right in- 


clination ; and (aſſiſted by the beſt of Huſbands 
and Fathers) train up the youth to walk in thoſe 
paths, which lead to, and will enſure honor 
and happineſs to the an. 

Delightfull taſk ! How much pleaſanter fare, 
as well as worthier employment of time, than 
to ſquander it in the purſuit of every faſhion- 
able folly, every idle art of diſſipation, to which 
ſo many (too many alas I) of far inferior rank 
devote their hours | Roaming abroad in a vain 
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ſearch after that ſatisfaction, which your Grace 


by the happieſt experience knows is only to be 


found at home. 

Nor 1s your attention and kindneſs confin'd to 
your own relatives alone. True goodneſs though 
in humanity it cannot be abſolutely perfect, is 
yet uniform and of a piece : And ſuch is your 


Grace's ; extending to a// who have the happi- 


neſs to be near and about you ; behaving to a// 


with an humility rarely to be found in perſons of 
much lower ſtations ; making your dependents 


friends by a condeſcenſion and affability peculiar 


to yourſelf ; and giving your commands with 
that ſweet gentleneſs which renders obedience 
a pleaſure ; and takes off not only the ſeverity, 
but even the ſenſe of ſervitude : Obſerving (in a 
word) that 7ruly golden rule which contains the 
ſum and ſubſtance of all ſocial virtue; and 
treating others with all the tenderneſs, with 
which if in their ſituations you cou'd defire to 
be treated yourſelf, 

And to all this mildneſs and ſweetneſs you 
have added another excellence, rarely to be 
found united with the former in ſo eminent a 


degree. 
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degree. T hat noble frankneſs (I mean) and 


openneſs of diſpoſition; that genuine ſincerity 
and true greatneſs of ſoul, which equally abhorrs 
the affectation of a friendſhip which it does not 
feel; and diſdains the concealment of a diſplea- 
ſure, which it has juſt cauſe to entertain. 


It is impoſſible in reflecting on this part (and 
indeed on any parts) of your Grace's character, 
to avoid obſerving how much it reſembles that of 
the Great and Good Counteſs of DERBY ; the ever 
famous CHARLOTTE who has ſo long been the 
pride and boaſt of our county; who ſo juſtly 
merited the admiration of all Britain; whoſe 
piety and virtue, loyalty and courage ennobled 
her ſtill more than her high deſcent ; though 
that was from the firſt houſes in Europe: In 
whoſe veins flow'd the blood of * TREMOVIL- 
LE ! of NASSAU !! 


Her high qualities together with her high 
blood deſcended to that amiable daughter, that 
accompliſh'd 
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accompliſh'd Lady, who joyn'd to the honors 
of her own family thoſe of the noble houſe of 
ATHOLL : And that the virtues as well as 
honors of both families are conſpicuous in your 
Grace will be doubted or diſputed by one perſon 
only in the world. 

But while that world will approve * confirm 
what I have here ſaid, blaming only the inade- 


quate and inſufficient manner in which I have 


expreſs d myſelf, I have too much cauſe to ap- 
prehend the diſapprobation of that one perſon 
whom I ſhou'd certainly be moſt unwilling to 
offend. For though what is ſaid is leſs, nuch 
46% than with the moſt ſcrupulous adherence to 
truth, may be ſaid, yet I know it is much more 
than will be agreeable to that modeſt reſerve, 
that nice delicacy, which makes you fo deſi- 
rous to decline the praiſe you ſo highly deſerve. 
But as the fear of giving pain and diſguſt to that 


delicacy deterrs me from enlarging further on fo 


fair and copious a ſubject, Juſtice will not permit 
me to ſuppreſs this imperfect delineation of a 
character which I know my inability to paint in 


proper colors : Juſtice to the world in general 
and 
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DEDICATION. 
and may I be pardon'd if I ſay to the great world 
e/pecially, which wants ſuch examples: and juſ- 
tice to thoſe in particular, who have the higheſt 
obligations to your moſt illuſtrious Father ; and 
who entertain the profoundeſt Veneration, mix'd 
with the warmeſt affection for your Grace; for 
your noble and worthy Lord ; and your moſt 
amiable famil y. They form I well know the 
moſt earneſt and unceaſing wiſhes for your unin- 
terrupted happineſs : And permit me to aſſure 
your Grace, that in their ſupplications to that 
God whom with ſuch true devotion you ſerve, to 
pour down his choiceſt bleſſings on you and 


yours, they will ever with the ſincereſt cordiality 
be joyn'd by 


Your Grace's 
Moſt Devoted, 
Moſt Obedient, and 
Moſt Humble Servant 


Richard | Richmond, 
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On hearing the word of God, T 


A 
SERM ON 
Preached in the Pariſh Church of 
Walton, 


On Sunday September the 18th, 1757. 


Cm 


LUKE VII. 18. 
TAKE HEED THEREFORE HOW YE HEAR. 


HE character given of the ſacred writings 8 ERM. 
by one who had a great ſhare in the com- I. 
poſition of them, that they are profitable for: Tim. 11. 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inflruc- * © 
tion in righteouſneſs ; in a word, that by them 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
niſbed unto all good works ; lofty and high ſound- 
g ing as it may at firſt ſight ſeem, yet will be 
4 found upon an attentive and impartial examina- 
a | B tion, 
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On hearing the word of Gad. 


8E RM.. tion, a reaſonable, a juſt, yea and modeſt account 


1. 


of them. Every virtue becoming our rational 
nature, every duty requir'd by our ſocial and 
civil connexions, every grace that can adorn and 
prepare us for immortality is in thoſe inſpir'd 
pages taught by the planeſt and moſt inſtructive 
precepts; illuſtrated by the brighteſt and moſt 
engaging examples; and enforc'd by the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt powerful inducements. No longer 
left to the glimmering light of unaſſiſted reaſon, 
which cou'd but partially and imperfectly trace 
out the meaſures of our duty, and was ſtill more 
defective in motives to engage us to, and helps to 
aſſiſt us in the practice of it, we have all that is 
requir d from us in order to our acceptance with 
God, ſo planely deliver'd in holy writ, that he who 
runs may read, and the ſimple underſtand it. 
So that was our progreſs in holineſs to be in 
any degree anſwerable to our means and oppor- 
tunities of growing in grace, we might be ex- 
pected to ſhine as lights in the world, in all things 
approving ourſelves patterns of good works, But 
ſince this expectation is ſo ſadly contradicted by 
experience; ſince amidſt the abundance of good 

ET 5 ſeed 


On hearing the word of God. 3 


ſeed ſown ſo much falls by the way fide, ſo 8 ERM. 
much upon the rock, ſo much among thorns, | 3 
and ſo ſmall, ſo very diſproportionate a part 5 &. 
into that good ground which brings forth 
much fruit; Since (I ſay) our duty and our 
practice are fo terribly at variance, it may be 
of uſe, and one mean of leſſening this diffe- 
rence to enquire into the reaſons why thoſe 
who ſo frequently hear God's word read and 
preach'd ſhew fo little good effect of their 
hearing in their lives and converſations. 

And as it cannot be denied, it muſt not be 
diſſembled, that one cauſe of this want of im- 
provement in the hearers of God's word is 
the fault and imperfection of thoſe who teach it. 

We preach not as our bleſſed Maſter and 
his Apoſtles preach'd ; and what is worſe 
we live not as they livd: No wonder then 

- that our ſermons fall ſo far ſhort of produc- 
ing the happy conſequences which attended 
theirs. The beſt and wiſeſt of us have much 

| greater reaſon to humble ourſelves before 

God in a ſorrowful acknowlegement of our 

unworthineſs to wait at his altar, than to value 


532 Or 


4 On hearing the word of God. 
SERM. or think highly of ourſelves on account of any 


J. either natural or acquir'd advantages. 


But though the preachers of the goſpel 
cannot acquit themſelves of ſome ſhare of 
the blame of this unfruitfulneſs in the hearers, 
yet is it not either wholly or principally to 
be charg'd to their account. The Apoſtles 

cor. 11. 4. Who ſpake with demonſtration of the ſpirit and 
of power, and who liv'd in the ſtricteſt con- 
formity to their doctrines, yet had not al- 

ways equal ſucceſs in their preachings Some- 

times their word was receiv'd with gladneſs; j 

on other occaſions oppos'd by perverſe gain- 

ſayers ; and even at the ſame time, and to the 

ſame auditory had very different influence on 

Acts xvii. different perſons : Some (we read) believed the 
things which were ſpoken (by St. Paul) and ſome 
believed not: Even the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf, 

the eternal wiſdom and word of GOD, who 

ſpale as never man ſpale; who did no fin, but 
continually went about doing good ; even this 

divine and all accompliſh'd preacher frequently 

fail'd of perſuading and converting his hear- 


ers. It is therefore evident that the good 
effects 
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On bearing the word of God. 


effects to be expected from the preaching ofs ERM. 


GOD's word depend much more upon the diſpo- 
ſitions of thoſe who hear it, than upon the qua- 
lifications of the teachers. Not more different 
the plenty and goodneſs of crops, ſown one in 
improv'd and well cultivated, the other in bar- 
ren and impoveriſh'd ground, than the diffe- 
rent influence of the ſame preaching upon 
attentive, humble, and well diſpos'd perſons, 
and upon the negligent, the worldly, and 
profane. And fince according to the terms 
of acceptance declar'd in the goſpel you can 
have no hope of future. happineſs but upon 
the condition of your obedience to the will 
of God; and ſince your doing his will muſt 
in a great degree depend on the manner in 
which you hear it; I cannot I think more 
properly begin the diſcharge of this part of 
my miniſtry among you, than by offering to 
you ſuch rules and directions, as if duly obſerv'd 
may I hope enable you ſo to hear the word of 
God read and preach'd, that it may bring forth 
in you the fruit of good living; to the honor 

and 
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8 E RM. and praiſe of his name, and the eternal ſalvation 


J. 


of your own ſouls. 


I. And Firſt then, when ye aſſemble and 
meet together to hear God's moſt holy word, 
take heed that ye hear it with attention, 
Without this indeed ye may as well not hear 
it at all. The whiſtling of the wind, or the 
murmurs of the ſtream may as juſtly be ex- 
pected to inform your underſtandings, or in- 
fluence your wills, as a diſcourſe the beſt adap- 
ted, compos d, and deliver'd, if it be not 
heard with attention. The prieſt's lips are 
indeed to 4eep and to impart kxowlege ; but 
can they receive it who regard not what he 
ſpeaks to them ? Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God; but this 
word though quick and powerful, and effectually 
working in them who attend to and believe it, is 
yet no better than a dead letter, even the letter 
which killeth, to thoſe who like the deaf adder 
ſtop their ears; who will not hearken to the voice 
of charmers, charming never ſo wiſely, 


To 
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To come to church without a reſolution of s ERM. 
attending to what is perform'd there is a - 
procedure equally impious and abſurd : Abſurd, 
as it is a mere throwing away our time under 

a pretence of doing what yet we do not in 
reality; and impious, as it is the moſt direct 
affront to the infinite majeſty of the Supreme 
Being, who will alike condemn thoſe who ab- 
ſent themſelves from his houſe, and thoſe who 
behave negligently and irreverently in it. 

And conſidering alſo the importance of the 
ſubjects there treated on, we might hope that 
they would be liſten'd to with reſpe& and re- 
gard. Shall the pleader's eloquence, or the Sena- 
tor's harangue engage filent attention, and ex- 
cite loud applauſe ? And ſhall the declarations 
and injunctions, the promiſes and threatnings of 
the Almighty and Eternal God be overlook'd 
as topics beneath our concern ? Shall even 
the feign'd repreſentations of the dramatic ſcene 
be eagerly purſu'd, and attended with delight ? 
And ſhall the reaſonings of righteouſneſs, tempe- 
rance, and judgment to come be deem'd un- 
worthy the notice of thoſe to whom they are 

addreſs d? 


S ERM. 


I. 
Acts xxiv. 25. 


On hearing the word of God: 


addreſs'd ? Not ſo were they judged of by 
that heathen governor, who paid ſuch regard 
to, as to tremble at them. And doubtleſs 
that heathen will riſe up in judgment with 
thoſe Chriſtians, and will condemn them, who 
while God is ſpeaking to them by the mouth 
of his miniſter ſuffer their minds wilfully to 


wander, and neglect his admonitions. If there- 


fore you wou'd avoid the guilt and puniſh- 
ment of deſpiſing God's word; If you deſire 
to receive it to your edification and advantage, 
and not to your condemnation, be very careful 
to hear it with attention. 


II. A ſecond qualification requiſite to your 
hearing the word ſo, as to profit thereby, is 
an humble and candid diſpoſition: Humble in 
reſpect of him whoſe word it is; and candid 
towards thoſe who are appointed to diſpenſe it. 

There are a ſort of hearers (though theſe 
perhaps can be look'd upon only as accidental 
and occaſional hearers) who think ſo highly of 
their own reaſon, and ſo meanly of infinite wiſ- 
dom, that they will admit nothing on the 

authority 
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authority of the latter, which cannot be de-SERM. 
monſtrated by the ſtrength of the former. They + 
are too wiſe to believe any doctrines which 
they cannot wholly comprehend ; and too proud 
to obey any precepts all the reaſons of which 
they do not diſcern. Proud and haughty Prov. xxi. 24. 
corners are they; and ſcorners like may ſeek u. 
wiſdom, but are ſure never to find it. 
Fa- be it from any proteſtant clergyman 
to recommend that blind faith, and impli- 
cit obedience which the prieſts of the church 
of Rome require from their people: To the 
law, and to the teſtimony, to the written word 
of God we willingly appeal as the ſtandard 
of our doctrines; If our preaching be not con- 
formable thereto, not only diſregard but re- 
ject and abhor us. But while we deliver to 
you that form of ſound words which we have 
received from our Lord and his Apoſtles; 
while we inculcate no doctrines, urge no pre- 
cepts, but what we can ſhew to be revel'd 
and commanded in the holy ſcriptures ; then, 


tho* ſome of thoſe doctrines ſhou'd be above 
either your comprehenſion or ours; though 
C neither 
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Col. II. 3. 
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SERM. neither you nor we ſhou'd be able to pene- 
trate into all>the reaſons of ſome precepts, 


yet take heed that ye refuſe not your aſſent 
and obedience; left ye be found to exalt your- 


| ſelves againſt GOD; and to oppoſe your weak 


and imperfe& reaſon to him in whom all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowlege are hid. 

And as ye ought to receive the word of God 
with all humility, fo ſhou'd ye hear the preach- 
ers of it with candor. Not all have equal 
abilities and talents ; opportunities and advan- 
tages alike : But all are alike the miniſters 
of God; all equally preachers of the ſame di- 
vine word. And while in their diſcourſes they 
keep cloſe to that word, how little ſoever of 
art and method, of grace and elegance appear 
either in the compoſition or delivery, it is your 
own fault, and will be your miſery, if ye receive 
no ſpiritual advantage from them. The moſt 
ingenious and accompliſh'd hearer may if he is 
as well diſpos'd as ingenious, be reminded at 
leaſt by the meaneſt preacher of ſomething 
which he ought to believe and to practiſe. What 
though therefore.we ſpeak not with he enticing 

I words 
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words of man's wiſdom; though rude and una- S ERM. 
dorn'd our phraſe, weak and contemptible our I. 
eech, yet hear us with favor for the ſake of that 

word we preach : Nor ſufter yourſelves to de/p:/z 

the minifters of Chriſt, left ye incur the guilt of Like x. 16. 
* deſpifing him who ſent them. 


III. A third and moſt effential qualification 
for hearing God's word aright is a ſincere and 
honeſt intention of practiſing whatſoever we 


ſhall learn to be our duty. I call this reſo- 
lution of doing God's will a moſt effential qua- 
lification for hearing it aright, becauſe without 
this all other qualifications will be of no uſe or 
advantage at all. 

Our preaching and your hearing will be Gone. 
ly inſignificant and of no effect, unleſs ye reſolve 
to obſerve the good inſtructions ye hear, and 
carry your pious reſolutions into practice. In 
vain the vernal ſhowers deſcend ; In vain aroſe 
the ſummer's ſun ; uſeleſs all the huſbandman's 
induſtry and care ; if the overſpreading of rank 
and pernicious weeds, or the inroad of wild 
and ſavage beaſts defete his hope of the promis'd 


harveſt. And to no better purpoſe do Chriſt's 
C 2 miniſters 


12 


On hearing the word of God. 


SERM. miniſters preach his word, with no more ad- 


I. 


Matt. VII, 
24, &c. 


vantage will ye attend to it, if after ye have 
heard it ye ſuffer it to be chok'd by the 
moſt noxious and poiſonous weeds, the finfull 
cares and pleaſures of this life ; or rooted: up 
by thoſe worſt and wildeſt of ſavages, law- 
leſs appetite, and ungovern'd paſſion. 

Remember therefore the declaration of our 
bleſſed ſaviour in the concluſion of his divine 
ſermon on the mount: YYhoſoever heareth 
theſe ſayings of mine and adceth them, I will 
liken him to a wiſe man who built his houſe 
upon a rock : And the rain deſcended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that houſe ; and it fell not; for it was found- 
ed upon a rock. And every one that bear- 
eth theſe ſayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
ſhall be likened to a fooliſh man who built his 
houſe upon the ſand : And the rain deſcended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that houſe, and it fell And great 
was the fall of it. 

Great indeed | and beyond deſcription terrible 
will be the final fall of all thoſe who heard 


and 
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and knew their maſter's will, and contradict- S ERM. 
ed it in their lives and actions. Not their I. 
having ſaid Lord, Lord; Not their attendance 
on God's worſhip, and the outward ordinances 
of religion will avail them any thing in that 
awfull day, when the fate of all mankind 
ſhall be finally determin'd : It will then be 
ſaid unto them by their offended Judge; Id. 23. 
never knew you ; Depart from me ye that work 
iniquity. 

They who offend through ignorance which 
when it is not wilfull and in our power to 
remove 1s pitiable, may hope to eſcape with Luke xi. 47, 
few firipes ; But he who knew his Lords will, 0 
and prepared not himſelf, neither did according 
to his will ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. 
Moſt juſt and equitable ſurely muſt we acknow- 
lege this procedure to be, fince we make it 
the rule and ſtandard of our own conduct to- 
wards one another. The blunders of a ſer- 
vant, the errors of a child, the imperfections 
of a friend ; theſe are (as they ought to be) 
eaſily overlook'd and forgotten: But what pa- 
rent or what maſter will be ſatisfied with his 

ſon's 
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SERM. ſon's or his ſervant's attentively hearing his 


Matthew vii. 


Gal. vi. 8. 
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commands, if that ſon or that ſervant ſhews his 
diſregard of them by an habitual, or frequent 
diſobedience ? Or what friend is there among 
us who will be long contented with fair promi- 
ſes and large profeſſions, it he finds by the only 
ſure proof the proof of facts, all his kindneſs 
undervalued, and his friend{hip unreturn'd. 
With this meaſure with which we mete, (and under 
due reſtrictions, and proper regulations a juſt 
and reaſonable meafure it is) it ſhall be meafur'd 
to us again. Receive therefore as hath been be- 
fore urg d to you, with attention, humility, and 
meekneſs the ingrafted word which is able to ſave 
your fouls: But above all take care to be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own ſelues. Yourſetves indeed; and yourſelves 
alone. God ye cannot deterve: He will not be 
mocked ; but will render to every man according 
70 (not his hearing, but) his works. He that ſou- 
eth to the fleſh in the courſe of a worldly and car- 
nal life, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; and be 
that ſoweth to the ſpirit in the conſcientious diſ- 
charge of his Chriftian duties, hal of the ſpirit 
reap life everlaſting. 


IV. Fourthly 


On hearing the word of God. 


IV. Fourthly and Laſtly. 


= 


SERM. 


Seeing that all our ſufficiency is of God, That 2 Cor. 11. 5. 
it is be who worketh in us both to will and to do of Phil. Il. 14, 


his good pleaſure, let us to our hearing his word 
with attention and humility, add our fincere and 
fervent prayers for thoſe aſſiſtances of his holy 
ſpirit, without which our hearing will be un- 
profitable, and our attention in vain. Though 
the brighteſt genius and happieſt improvement of it 
ſhou'd combine to form and complete the preach- 
er 3 though he cou'd ſpeak with the tongue of men 
and angels ; though Paul ſhou'd plant, and A- 


pollos water, yet wou'd no fruits of righteouſ- 


neſs crown their labors with ſucceſs, unleſs God 
gave the increaſe. 

To him therefore the giver of every good gift 
let us addreſs our devout petitions; That he 
wou'd fo open our eyes, that we may behold won- 


drous things out of his law; that he wou'd purge 


our hearts from all hypocriſy, pride, and ſelf 


conceit ; from all inordinate deſires and immo- 
derate cares; and whatſover may hinder the 


growth and increaſe of the heavenly ſeed of his 


word: 


o 


| 
| 
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8 ERM. word: That we may receive it into honeſt and 


* good hearts, ſuch as will bring forth much fruit, 
to his glory; and our own eternal happineſs. Fi- 
— nally ; Let us beſeech him to grant his grace to 
all paſtors and teachers that they may diligently 
preach his word; and to the people that they 
may obediently follow the ſame ; that all may 
receive the crown of everlaſting glory, through 
the merits and mediation of his _ ſon own 


Chriſt our Lord ! 
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JOB XXII. 21. 


ACQUAINT NOW THYSELF WITH HIM, AND 
BE AT PEACE. 


afflicted friend is what we might naturally 
ſuppoſe every reaſonable perſon wou'd without 


perſuaſion be inclin'd to follow. Men are for 


the moſt part eaſily diſpos'd to cultivate ſuch ac- 
quaintance as is likely to be beneficial to them; 
and that which is here recommended to Job is 
the only one from which all may be ſure of de- 
riving the higheſt advantages, without a poſſibi- 
lity of ſuſtaining the ſmalleſt inconvenience. 
Whence can it be then that the lofty and am- 
bitious, the admirers of greatneſs, and followers 


of great men, do not aſpire after an intimacy 
with the Lord of all Lords? in compariſon of 


whom the mightieſt monarch upon earth, is light- 
er and leſs than the pooreſt inſect, balanc'd with 
the earthly prince. And why will not the men 
of pleaſure be induc'd to commence a friendſhip 

D with 


II. 
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II. 


Pſalm xvi. 11. 


On acquaintance with God. 


with that Being in whoſe preſence is fullneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for ever- 
more? Alas! theſe ſeek only fleeting and un- 
ſatisfying delights; and thoſe purſue honors which 
can ſcarcely bluſh and blow, ere they are nipt 
by the froſt of diſappointment ; or canker'd by 
the worm of inward diſcontent. But if worldly 
grandeur and ſenſual pleaſure lead man (as they 
too generally do) to forget God, let none hence- 
forth repine at being introduc'd into a ſchool 
where he will again be taught to remember his 


Creator. This is the ſchool of affliction, in 


which we may learn wiſer leſſons, and more uſe- 
full inſtructions than were ever deliver d in thoſe 
of the philoſophers. Here we {ſhall both view 
ourſelves, and behold other objects in a Juſt and 
proper light; Here ſtripping oft thoſe diſguiſes 
which folly and vanity, ſelf deluſion, and the 
cuſtoms of the world had thrown over our dar- 
ken'd minds, we ſhall diſcover their nakedneſs, 
their weakneſs and inſufficiency ; And from hence 
ſhall learn to ſeek for and implore the aſſiſtance 
of the Almighty. And here alſo in this ſchool 


of affliction and diſtreſs, whether the effects of 
I | an 


On acquaintance with God, 


an immediate diſpenſation of providence, or the SER M. 


natural conſequences of our own fins and follies, 
we ſhall find out the true worth and value both 
of thoſe acquaintances and friendſhips which we 
have hitherto ſo aſſiduouſly cultivated ; and of 
that which we perhaps heretofore too much neg- 
lected. Poſſibly we may ſee reaſon more coolly 
and with greater indifference to regard ſome at 
leaſt among the former; But certainly we ſhall ſee 
the higheſt reaſon with conſtancy and fervency to 
embrace the latter; And by acquainting our- 
{elves with God to regain the peace we have loſt. 

The ſubjects of conſideration naturally ariſing 
from the text are 

I. The proper methodsof acquainting our own 
ſelves with God : and 

H. The happy conſequences of that acquain- 
tance ; that we ſhall through it be at peace. 


I. The fr /i ſtep towards obtaining an acquain- 
tance with God is to acquire a competent know- 
ledge of his nature, his attributes, and his will. 
No one I preſume will imagine that I mean to re- 
commend an enquiry into the metaphyſical eſſence 


of the Supreme Being. Can the finite compre- 
D 2 prehend 
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S ERM. 


II. 


Romans i. 20. 


Pſalm Ixv. 13. 


Acts xiv. 17. 
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hend infinity? Or can eternity be meaſured by 
time? Can we by ſearching find out God? Such 
knowlege as it is too wonderfull for us, and what 
we cannot attain unto, to endeavour after wou'd 
be equally preſumptuous and abſurd. But a 
competent knowlege of the moral nature 
of the Deity is both poſſible and neceſſary to 
us. The inviſible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood 


by the things that are made. In theſe things 
that are made, in the ſtructure of the world, in 
the vegetable and animal creation, and above all 
in the formation of Man, there appear plain 
marks of infinite wiſdom, and viſible traces of 
Almighty power. The rain and fruitfull ſeaſons 
which viſit and enrich the earth, he paſtures 
clothed with flocks, and the valleys cover d over 
with corn, ſhew the goodneſs and bounty of 
that Being who thus filleth our hearts with food 


and gladneſs. And the natural tendency and ge- 


neral efficacy of virtue to promote happineſs, and 


of vice to produce miſery, are ſufficient indica- 


tions that the Supreme Lord of all is a favorer of 
righteouſneſs and an enemy to evil: And afford 


a ſtrong 
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a ſtrong preſumption that he will hereafter rec- SE R M. 
tify whatever ſeems unequal in his diſtributions * 
here. Thus much the light of nature ſhews to 
be probable; This and much more the revela- 
tion of our ſaviour renders certain. We need 

now ſeek no farther for a knowlege of the divine 

nature ſo far as it concerns us to be acquainted 

with it. God's infinite wiſdom and almighty 

power, his perfect purity and holyneſs; his juſ- 

tice and faithfullneſs; his goodneſs and mercy ; 

his general and particular providence ; his de- 

termin'd reſolution finally to puniſh incorrigible 

wickedneſs, and to reward ſincere though im- 
perfect obedience; All theſe are in the 

holy ſcriptures ſet forth with ſuch perſpicuity 

and planeneſs, that the moſt moderate under- 

ſtanding which will apply itſelf to this fountain 

of inſtruction may gain all requiſite intelligence 

concerning his divine nature and attributes. 

And his will and all that he requires from us 

is there laid down with equall clearneſs: So that 
we can be no longer in doubt about the method 

of rendring ourſelves acceptable to our creator 

9 and Judge. But what above all muſt contribute 


to 
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SERM. to our caſe and comfort; in this revelation are 


IT. 


declar'd and aſcertain'd the means by which thoſe 
who have been wilfull ſinners may be ſecure of 
finding mercy from their offended God. His 

goodneſs as it might be collected from the ar- 
guments of natural reaſon alone, wou'd afford 
ſome hope that repentance and amendment 
wou'd prove ſuch means: But as unbiaſs' d rea- 
ſon wou'd alſo ſuggeſt, that juſtice and the ho- 
nor of the divine law requir'd ſome puniſhment 
for wiltull tranſgreſſions, there would remain 
very uneaſy doubts how far the imperfect obe- 
dience of the latter part of a man's life wou'd 
atone for the wickedneſs and rebellion of the 
former. But the reconciliation of juſtice with 
mercy, of ſinfull man to a pure and holy God 
is in the new teſtament fully revel'd. An atone- 
ment and ſatisfaction of infinite value is declar'd 


: Tim, II. 6, to have been paid and accepted as 4 ranſom for 


all; Plenary pardon of all paſt offences, the 
aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit, and everlaſting 
happineſs in an heavenly kingdom are offer'd on 
eaſy and reaſonable terms. Theſe are the glad 
tidings preach'd in the goſpel: And how can we 

be 
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be ſufficiently thankfull for the peace and com- S E RM. 


fort they reſtore to our hearts? Suſpenſe is one 


of the moſt uneaſy ſtates which the human mind 


can endure; When the matter concerning which 
we are in doubt is of great conſequence and 
touches us nearly, the anxiety and pain of it is 
proportionably increas' d; But to a guilty con- 
ſcience apprehenſive of the conſequences of its 
own crimes, it is intolerable. From this fear- 
full frozen gueſt an acquaintance with God's 
nature and attributes, his will and word will ef- 
fectually deliver us: As it informs us in what 
hands we are plac'd ; what kind of a maſter we 
have to deal with ; what behaviour he expects 
from us; and what treatment we ſhall receive 


from him: And convinces us that if we ſincere- 


ly defire and heartily endeavour to ſerve and 
pleaſe him, we cannot fail of ſucceſs, and un- 
ſpeakable rewards. Thus by acquainting our- 
ſelves with God, may we be at peace. 


II. But Secondly ; we muſt acquaint ourſelves 
with him by a fincere repentance of our paſt 


tranſgreſſions. 


This 


IT. 
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This is pointed out in the i immediately 
following the text: Receive J pray thee the law 


from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine 


heart ; if thou return to the Almighty, thou ſhalt 
put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. 

And this is indeed a neceſſary conſequence of 
the former ſtep towards an acquaintance with 
God. For the reſult of our enquiries into his 
nature and word will be, that he is a Being of 
the moſt perfect purity and holineſs ; and of 
courſe that all unreaſonable and vicious conduct 
is moſt offenſive and odious in his fight. This 
truth in ſome degree diſcoverable by the light of 
reaſon is confirm'd with certainty by the goſpel 
of Chriſt ; who hath revel d the wrath of God 
againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men; 
hath aſſur'd us of his abhorrence of all iniquity ; 
and of his unalterable reſolution to exclude thoſe 
who obſtinately perſiſt in it from the happineſs 
of his kingdom. From this knowlege of God 
we ſhall clearly diſcern that without a ſincere 
repentance and effectual reformation of whatever 


is diſpleaſing to him, we have no reaſon to be at 


peace: Far from it, while we continue impeni- 
| tent 
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whelmed with terror and diſmay, But then we 


as plainly perceive on the other hand, the means 


to regain this peace of mind; by forſaking thoſe 
vices which have wounded and diſturb'd it. 
God's goodneſs and mercy are as clearly deduci- 
ble from reaſon, and as fully aſcertain'd by reve- 
lation, as his holineſs and juſtice ; And the lat- 
ter being ſatisfied by that expiation which our 
blefſed Redeemer made upon the croſs, no one 
needs to deſpair of obtaining the former, who 
will ſeriouſly ſet himſelf to repent and amend. 


23 


tent, we have the greateſt reaſon to be over- S ERM. 


IL. 


That the ſins of all ſuch tho' red as /carlet ſhall Iich l. is. 


be render'd white as ſnow, we are aſſur'd by him 


who alone hath power to pardon or puniſh them: 
And who hath promis'd ſo to put away the fins 


of the true penitent, as to remember them uo Hebrews x. 


And this is ſurely a ground of peace the high- 
eſt that can be afforded to frail and faulty man ; 


who may be ſure of eſcaping the worſt conſe- 
quences of his paſt tranſgreſſions by turning to 
his God with true repentance. Only let him 


take heed that his repentance be indeed ſuch as 


E he 
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SE RM. he who ſearcheth the heart will accept, To ren- 


II. 


2 Cor. VII. 
1. 


der it ſuch it muſt be pure; univerſal ; and per- 
ſevering. Pure in reſpe& of the motives from 
which it ſprings ; which though in it's firſt be- 
ginnings of a leſs noble nature, muſt yet in it's 


progreſs and proficiency be refin'd and exalted 


into a ſincere love of God; and an hearty de- 
teſtation of fin, as being offenſive to him, as well 
as prejudicial to ourſelves : And accompanied 
with all thoſe pious diſpoſitions enumerated by 
St. Paul as the genuine effects of a godly ſorrow 
working repentance to Salvation. | 
And this repentance muſt alſo be univerſal ; 
extending to all the particulars of our duty and 
God's commands. Men may ceafe from the 
commiſſion of /ome ſins, becauſe the temptations 
to them have ceas'd ; or out of a ſenſe of the 
inconveniencies which their healths, their for- 
tunes, or their characters ſuffer from them. 
But obedience to be acceptable muſt be as com- 
prehenſive as the law which enjoyns it: God will 
not divide with mammon; nor can Chriſt have 
concord with Belial : Whoſoever offends in one 
point (that is knowingly and wilfully allows him- 
I ſelf 
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ſelf in the habit of any one ſin) is guilty of all; SE RM. 
II. 


as he affronts that authority which hath titel 
all. But he who makes the word of God the di- 
rector and rule of his repentance, will certainly 
avoid the cuſſom of any, the act of any groſs ſin. 
Such have only to perſevere to the end to ſecure 
their peace or happineſs. For true repentance 
muſt be conſtant and perſevering. 


It is juſtly and forcibly argued by the wiſe ſon 


availeth his waſhing ? So is it with a man that 


faſteth for his fins, and goeth again and doeth the 


fame ; who will hear his prayer? Or what doth 
his humbling profit him s That circle of {inning 


and repenting, yet ſinning again, in which ſo 
many paſs their whole lives, and in which they 
delude themſelves with groundleſs hopes, is by no 
means a ſtate of ſafety and ſalvation. It cannot 
indeed be expected that an habitual ſinner ſhou'd 


by one effort be delivered from the bondage of cor- 


ruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God ; Time and great reſolution are requiſite to 


overcome the force of cuſtom ; But theſe with 
E 2 that 
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of Sirach; He that waſheth himſelf after the Ecdevaticus 


XXXIV. 


touching of a dead body, if he touch it again what 28. 26. 
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8 E R M. that divine aſſiſtance which is never denied to the 


II. 


devout and conſtant ſupplicant will at length effect 
the deſir d change. Faults of inadvertency and 
ſurprize may be conſiſtent with a growth in grace, 
and the progreſs of reformation; But then only 
can we have a well grounded peace in ourſelves 
and with our God, when our repentance has 
brought us into ſuch habits of virtue that we no 
more return wilfully to our old ſins. 

And when it has arriv'd at this pitch we have 
the juſteſt cauſe to be at peace; We may then live 
with comfort, and dye with courage. In full ex- 
pectation of a future ſtate of perfect and never end- 
ing happineſs, we cannot be too greatly diſturb'd 
at any events of this mortal life. Even thoſe 
evils which may be the conſequences of our former 
ſins and follies, though they muſt always ſuggeſt 
uneaſy reflections, yet ought not in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation to affect us too deeply. For they are at 
worſt but tranſient and temporary evils : Every 
day that we live brings them nearer to their final 
period : And while the great, the rich, and the 
happy of this world dread the approach of the 


inevitable hour, as the end of all their enjoy- 
ments; 
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ments; the ſincere penitent welcomes and hails $ ERM. 


it as his deliverer, his comforter, and friend. He 


lays him down in peace, ſure of riſing again to 


glory ; and of renewing the acquaintance here 
happily begun with his creator, in the enjoy- 
ment of his bliſsfull preſence to everlaſting ages. 


III. And Jay. When by a due knowlege 
of God's nature, and a repentance which has 
render d us conformable to his will we have ac- 
quir'd an acquaintance with him, we muſt be 
carefull to preſerve and improve it by frequent 
and fervent prayer and devotion. This alſo is 
ſuggeſted by Eliphaz in the verſes following the 
text. For then ſays he to Job, (that is upon thy 
putting away iniquity and returning to God) ſhalt 
thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and ſhalt 


lift up thy face unto God : thou ſhalt make thy 
prayer unto him, and he fhall hear thee. Prayer 


and religious meditation is the proper food of 


our ſouls. It maintains and keeps up that com- 
munion with God, without which whatſoever is 
good in them will quickly languiſh and decay ; 
And they can no more be preſerv'd in health 
and 


II. 
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SERM. and ſoundneſs without a regular and devout per- 
Il: formance of it, than the body can be ſupported 
in ſtrength and vigor without due ſupplies of 

meat and drink. But O!] the peace which paſſeth 

under ſtanding, the comfort to ſenſual and world- 

ly hearts unknown, which ariſes from this holy 
intercourſe between an intellectual, ſpiritual be- 

ing, and the author of his exiſtence the fountain 

of light and life, cannot adequately be deſcrib'd ; 

and by experience only can be known. In the 
retir'd receſſes of the cloſet, excluding, and ex- 
cluded from every human eye, the pious ſoul 

may pour it's complaint before it's God, and ſhew 

him of it's trouble: Certain that here it's com- 
plaint will not be unregarded ; nor it's trouble 

Al unreliev'd. In every diſtreſs incident to huma- 
1 nity, amidſt all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life, the truly devout will find eaſe and 
comfort from an humble application to the 


throne of grace. But moſt in thoſe ſorrows 
which ariſe from the review of our ſins, will the 


| tears of minged grief and joy flow in one united 
ftream. While we weep at the remembrance of 


our ingratitade to our benefactor, our father and 
friend; 
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friend; we ſhall be conſol'd by the recollection 8 ERM. 


that even this ingratitude thus bewail'd and re- 
pented will be remember'd no more. And the 
contrite heart though it heaves with anguiſh at 
the thought of thoſe ſins which pierc'd it's ſa- 
viour's fide, will yet feel itſelf light'ned of the 
ſurcharging load, by the chearing reflection that 
the blood which flow'd plenteous thence was not 
ſhed for it in van, 


When (then) we are in heavine/s whether occa- 
ſion'd by temporal or ſpiritual evils, ler us think 
upon God : Let us acquaint ourſebves with him ac- 
cording to the methods here pointed out, and we 
ſhall aſſuredly attain to ſuch peace as this world 
can neither give nor take away. By a due know- 
lege and worthy conceptions of his nature and per- 
fections, this happy intimacy muſt be begun; By 
purity of heart, and a behaviour conformable to 
his will it muſt be increas'd and improv'd; And 
by a regular and habitual devotion ; a walking 
with God, and doing every thing as in his preſence, 
it will at length ripen into all the confidence and 
ſweetneſs of friendſhip. And if God be our 


friend 


32 On acquaintance with God. 


SERM. friend what enemy can we fear ? if he be for us 
II. who can be againfl us ? Let us maintain and 
hold faſt this bleſſed communion. with him, and 

in all the troubles of life, and in all the horrors 

of death we ſhall be more than conquerors. For 

Romans Vill. neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 


4 6 | | 8 

ih ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
4355 n 

[ | to come, nor heigth, nor depth, nor any other 
* 

. creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
| (peace and) /ove of God which is in Chrift Jeſus 
{4-40 | 

ls our Lord. 
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The Parable of the rich man, &c. 


LU K E XVI. 22. 


THE RICH MAN ALSO DIED. 


contains a very lively and affecting de- 
ſcription of the different conditions of good and 
bad men, of pious poverty, and worthleſs gran- 
deur, both in this life and a future. It's divine 
author was employ'd in exhorting his hearers to 
the wiſdom of being charitable; and diſſuading 
them from the inconſiſtent folly of hoping to 
ſerve two maſters of diſpoſitions ſo contrary as 


God and mammon. But perceiving that his ad- 
vice had little effect on them, for ſome of them 
the phariſees who were covetous (as we read at the 
14th verſe) derided him, he reſolves to try another 
method of inſtruction : And ſince example will 
ſometimes influence where the beſt and wiſeſt 
precepts are ineffectual, he exhibits to his follow- 
ers a moral picture, drawn in ſuch exact pro- 
portions of truth, ſuch lively colourings of hap- 
NO pineſs 


HE parable of which the text is a part SERM. 
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The Parable of the rich man 


SERM. pineſs and miſery, ſo juft and beautyfull a con- 
III. 


traſt of the light of virtue, and ſhade of vice; as 
cannot fail if contemplated with due attention 
of affecting and warming every heart, not yet 
totally frozen by the benumbing quality of that 


r Timothy vi. Iode of money, which is called by an Apoſtle he 


root of all evil. 


There was (begins he) à certain rich man who 


was clothed in purple and fine linnen, and fared 


ſumptuouſly every day: And there was a certain 


beggar nam'd Lazarus, who was laid at his gate 


full of ſores, and defiring to be fed with the crumbs 


which fell from the rich man's table : Moreover, 
the dogs came and licked his ſores. Strange dif- 
ference of ſituation this! and ſuch as at firſt 
ſight ſeems inconſiſtent with the equal diſtribu- 
tions of a righteous providence. For what is the 
merit of that pamper'd rich man which hath 
procur'd for him ſuch a ſuperiority and even 
redundance of pleaſures? Is not his heart inſtead 


of overflowing with gratitude to the bounteous 


author of his proſperity, and melting with pity 
towards his diſtreſs d fellow-creatures, is it not 
eneryated 
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and Lazarus, practically confider d. 


enervated with luxury ? contracted with avarice? 8 


and ſwollen with inſolence and pride? yet how 
doth he triumph amidſt the fullneſs of enjoy- 
ments! in the complete gratification of his every 
wiſh! Behold him glittering with gold and 
gems, feaſting at a table ſumptuouſly deck'd 
with the various products of every element, ſea- 
ſon, and clime ; while painting glows to delight 
his eye, and muſic warbles to charm his ear. 
Far different the ſcene at his palace gate 
There groans the wretched Lazarus, unheeded, 
unpitied, under the ſevereſt and moſt compli- 
cated diſtreſs. Every one of thoſe ſufferings 
which have been ſingly look'd upon as ſtrong 


teſts of human patience, combine with cruel and 


united violence to overwhelm their miſerable vic- 
tim: In want both of health and ſupport, in 


cold, hunger, nakedneſs and pain, he humbly 
petitions to be reliev'd from famine with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: A 
requeſt which the context gives no reaſon to ſup- 
pole granted. But let us proceed with the 
ſtory of the parable, which now begins to pre- 
ſent a very different proſpect. It came 10 paſi 


i 00 that 
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III. 
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III. 


The Parable of the rich man 
SE RM. that the beggar died and was carried by angels 


into Abraham's boſom. That wretchedneſs which 
pride cou'd overlook, and hard-heartedneſs neg- 
let, meets at length with a final period from 
the all-relieving hand of death. Lazarus having 
ſanctified his poverty by an humble ſubmiſſion to 
his Creator's will, and a conſtant refuſal to at- 
tempt the alleviation of his miſeries by any me- 
thods contradictory to it ; receives at length a far 
more than adequate, an abundant reward of all 
his patient ſufferings and ſorrows. His ſoul di- 
veſted of it's mortal clog, rejoicing finds itſelf in 
the hands of bleſſed and benevolent beings, ready 
to convey it to that quiet port, that peacefull 
ſhore, where reſt the departed ſpirits of the 
righteous. There leaving him, happy in the re- 
collection of a well ſpent life, thrice happy in 
the expectation of a joyfull eternity, let us return 
once more to the rich man's palace. He alſo died 
it ſeems, and was buried. The grim king of 
terrors rudely forgets the diſtinctions of title, for- 


tune, or power ; his impartial ſcythe mows down 
with equal ſweep the towering cedars which 


pierc'd the clouds, and the low ſhrub that gro- 
| vel'd 


and Lazarus, practically con ſider d. 


37 


vel'd in the vale. Ahl what avail thee 20 8 ERM. 


thou poor rich man thy purple, fine linnen, and 
ſumptuous fare? What comfort do thy once 


boaſted treaſures ow afford thee? Doſt thou 


nom think the. uncharitable diſregard of thy 
needy brethren juſtify'd by the inordinate de- 


fires of luxurious pleaſure, or accumulated 


wealth ? Didft thou then imagine when joyning 


houſe to houſe and laying field to field and calling 
the lands after thy own name, didſt thou think 
thy houſes ſbou d continue for ever? Alas! of 
how ſmall value are thoſe large poſſeſſions to 
thee, who art ſo ſoon remov'd from them all! 
Thou art ſoon dead and buried: And well 
were it for thee if this was all: Here we wou'd 
gladly take our leave of thee ; and having at- 
tended thy funeral pomp (the laſt ridiculous ef- 


fort of human vanity) to. the magnificent mo- 


nument of thy anceſtors, we wou'd willingly 


forbear any further enquiry after thee. But the 
ſacred text again expects our attention, and 
commands us to view thee in the ſucceeding 
ſcene. O dreadfull ſcene indeed! Tn hell be I. fe 
up his eyes, being in torments ! 


How 


III. 
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8 ERM. How different the conſequences of the ſame 


III. 


The Parable of the rich man 


event to perſons differently prepar'd for it! 
Death relieves the pious poor man from all his 
ſufferings, and exalts him to never ending, never 
fading bliſs. Death robs the guilty rich of all 
his enjoyments, and plunges him in everlaſting 
woe. One is convey'd by his now kindred an- 
gels to the receptacle of good and happy ſpirits ; 
where with that peace of God which paſſeth under- 


ſtanding he awaits the reſurrection to life eternal. 


The other ſeiz'd by relentleſs fiends is dragg'd 
away to that gloom which no light ever chears ; 
and overwhelm'd with that deſpair to which no 
hope ſucceeds : Where that worm of conſcience 
which ever dies ſtings with the remembrance of 
a paſt wicked life; and the dread of that fire 
which is never to be quench'd terrifies with a- 
gonies not to be conceiv'd till they are felt: 
where affrighted imagination anticipates a proſ- 
pe& which will in reality ſoon appear; A burn- 
ing world; an omniſcient judge ; Almighty 
vengeance ; and an opening hell. 

But here let us cloſe the ſhocking ſcene: 
neceſſary alas! to be ſometimes repreſented to 


us 3 


and Lazarus, practically conſider' d. 39 


f us; but too diſmal to be dwelt upon longer SER M. 
than that neceſſity requires. And having now a 
conſider d our Lord's parable, fo far as it in- 
culcates thoſe topics of inſtruction which I in- 

tend to enforce from it, I go on to offer them 

to your conſideration, 

The perſons whom theſe inſtructions more di- 
retly and immediately concern are fr, the 
rich; ſecondly, the poor; thirdly, thoſe who ca- 

vil at and complain of the diſpenſations of di- 
vine providence, 

What then in the Fir place, is the leſſon I. 
which the parable now recited teacheth thoſe 
who have great poſſeſſions ? A leſſon it teacheth 
them very uſefull, very wholeſome ; but like 
many other wholeſome preſcriptions, very un- 

| | palatable and ungratefull. For it repreſents 
[i to them in the ſtrongeſt and moſt affecting 
manner the exceeding danger and imminent 
hazard of that very affluence and proſperity, 
which both they themſelves, and thoſe around 


them regard with fo much ſatisfaction and 
complacency. 


The 
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S8 ERM. The rich man was not deſcrib'd to us as an 
III. 


The Parable of the rich man 


extortioner, uſurer, or oppreſſor; or has having 
obtain'd his wealth by any illegal or diſhoneſt 
methods: In this he had the advantage of many 
rich men. He ſpent his fortune as the genera- 
lity of thoſe whom the world eſteems the better 
ſort of rich men ſpend theirs; in the gratificati- 
ons of ſenſe and vanity; in high living and a 
great appearance. Swelling and big with his 
own happineſs, he had nor leiſure, nor inclina- 
tion to attend to, and relieve his fellow crea- 
tures miſery. Cou'd he deſcend from his how/e 
of perpetual feafting to viſit and conſole the houſe 
of mourning ? Helook'd on himſelf as abſolute 
proprietor ; not as feward only; and ſo waſting 
what was not his 20 waſ?, when his accompts 
were call'd for, he had none to produce. Theſe 
were his crimes ; his puniſhment hath been al- 
ready told. And let rich men remember him, 
and tremble: For how many among them have 
obtain'd their fortunes by much worſe means than 


he is repreſented to have obtain'd his! And 


how few comparatively employ thoſe fortunes 


to any better ends! Some it 1s very certain both 


laudably 
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and Lazarus, practically confider'd. 


laudably acquire, and nobly diffuſe their great 8 ERM. 


riches; but this is not the caſe of the majority of 
rich men; and the caſe of the majority is to be 
conſider d. Let them then be perſuaded to ſtand 
ſtill and attend to their danger, while their atten- 
tion will yet do them any ſervice : They now fail 
merrily along with the tide of proſperity and plea- 
ſure; but let them beware leſt at the end of their 
voyage they fink down into that overwhelming 
gulph which will drown them in deſtruction and 
perdition. What then muſt rich men do to be 
ſayv d? The holy ſcripture gives them plane and 
full directions. Let them firſt of all be very certain 
that theirriches are really heir own: that they have 
either themſelves acquir'd them by methods per- 
fectly juſt and honeſt; or have receiv d them by 
the clear and expreſs deſignation of thoſe who had 
undoubted right to bequeath them. Well affur'd 
of this, let them in the next place take care never 
to ſuffer the idol wealth to ſhare their hearts with 
the living God. Full of gratitude for his bounty 
towards them, let them ſerve, love, and fear him 
above all things; and truſt in im; not in their an- 
certain riches. And having thus given due glory to 

3 God, 


* 
1 
its . 
"! | 
z 
© 7 
7 
; 
7: 
1 ” 
3}: , 
„ 
1 
11 
* 
-£ g 
+ | 
3 
14 p 
14 , 
TT 
=. 
1 
T3 
== o 
TY 
1 
5 
1 
. 
| | 
\ 14 
7 13F 
L p 
7 BF; 
© 3 
| : 
l : 
1 
* 
LS) $ 
[1 
: 
[4 
- 1 
9 
i: l 
1 
o 
HT 
111 
+ 
a4 
q 
FT 
is „ 
4 4 
17 ! 
*S; - 
Wy | 
+ | 
117 
1 
I : 
4 
Lit 
117 
0 , 
4 
14 
* 4 
q 


42 


De Parable of the rich man 


SE RM. God, let them alſo exerciſe good will towards men: 


III. 


Having freely receiv'd let them as freely give; be 
as rich in good works, as in great poſſeſſions ; 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 80 
ſhall their riches inſtead of contributing to their 


ruin, aſſiſt them to /ay hold on eternal life. 


II. The leſſons which the parable we have 
been conſidering affords to the poor and needy, 
the diſtreſs'd and unhappy, are thoſe of honeſty 
and uprightneſs in all their dealings; of patience 
and reſignation to the will of God; and of truft 
in his mercy and goodneſs towards them. But 
honeſty muſt be the ground-work of all the reſt. 
For how can men be faid to ſubmit and reſign 
up every thing to the good pleaſure of their Cre- 
ator, who ſcruple not to be guilty of cheating 
and fraud, ſo notoriouſly contradictory to it? 
Or how can they have any well grounded hope 
of the divine ſupport under their afflictions, who 
dare to attempt the removal of thoſe afflictions 
by methods repugnant to the divine laws ? 

Let all thoſe then who in this tranſitory life 
are in trouble, ſorrow, need, ſickneſs, or any 

| other 


„ 

, F? 
wa 
" 

1 

9 
* 
" 
5 
fi 
79 
1 
1 


and Lazarus, praclically confider d. 


remembrance; that Lazarus was not ſuppos d to 
be comforted hereafter, merely becauſe he had in 
this world receiv'd evil things; no more than 
the rich man was to be formented in another life, 
becauſe in this he had receiv'd his good things. 
He might have been rich and happy in Soth 
worlds; and in Soth might Lazarus have been 
poor and miſerable : It was the aby/ſe of proſpe- 
rity which condemn'd the one; while the n- 
provement of affliction plac'd the other in para- 
diſe. | 

Conſider this all ye who are poor in this world, 
and learn to be content with, yea and thankfull 
for your condition: Cou'd you now learn ſome 
wondrous ſecret of growing rich at once to the 
extent of your wiſhes | How happy ye imagine 
ſuch a change wou'd make ye! At wou'd very 
probably prove your utter ruin. But ye have a 
much greater, far nobler power lodg'd in your 
own hands; even that of turning heavineſ5 into 


Joy, of putting off ſackcloth, and girding ye with 


gladneſs, Ye may if ye pleaſe ſoon exchange 
diſtreſs and poverty for abundance ; and the 
G 2 light 


43 
other adverſity, keep this always printed in their SE R M. 


III. 


44 Te Parable of the rich man 


8 ERM. Iigbt affiitions which are but for a moment, for 
III. an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 


III. They who cavil at, and complain of the 
diſpenſations of divine providence, may in the 
parable before us find a full anſwer to all their 
objections. The proſperity of bad men, and the 
diſtreſſes of the virtuous, do it is allow'd raiſe a 
difficulty not to be accounted for upon the ſup- 

poſition of a moral government of the world; 
without recurring to the doctrine of a future 
ſtate, where theſe ſeeming irregularities ſhall be 
clear d up and remov'd. Even truly good and 
pious perſons in ſome of their darker and more 
melancholly moments, have been greatly diſturb'd 
in their religious courſe, by obſerving the mi- 
ſeries which ſometimes perſecute the worthy and 
the upright; and beholding the ungodiy in ſuch 
proſperity, and in no misfortune like other folk. 
While others of a profane and ſceptical turn have 
made uſe of this unequal and unmerited diſtri- 
bution, as an argument to weaken the belief of 
a providence; and of a divine interpoſition in 
human affairs. Without replying to this 

objection 
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and Lazarus, practically conſider d. 


ward intrinſic merit and real virtue of others; 


that happineſs and miſery depend much leſs on 


outward advantages than they are thought to de- 


pend; that therefore judging from ſuch external 


appearances we are very liable to make falſe 
eſtimates both of other men's virtue and happi- 


neſs; and conſequently to ſuppoſe the defects of 


providential equity much greater than they ought 
to be ſuppos'd : Without reſting (I ſay) the 
vindication of divine juſtice on any of theſe con- 
ſiderations, let us only admit a future ſtate, 
where vice now triumphant ſhall be for ever 
puniſh'd, and ſuffering virtue eternally rewarded ; 
and the whole of the objection vaniſhes into 
ſmoke. Yes; we will grant it all. 


Wealth, power, grandeur, with all the con- 
veniencies and enjoyments they can beſtow, do 
ſometimes attend the call and crown the wiſh 


of the vileſt and moſt worthleſs part of mankind. 


But this will not always be the caſe: The un- 


45 


objection what yet might fairly be urg'd ; that SE RM. 
we are very ſeldom competent judges of the in- 


III. 


godly though while he lives thus merrily he blefſeth pum ar. 
bis ſoul, when he dieth ſhall carry nothing away with * 


Bim; 


46 The Parable of the rich man, &c. 


SERM. him; his glory ſhall not deſcend after him. Now 
Hl. indeed he is in great power, ſpreading himſelf 

Plalm xxxvii. ike @ green bay tree; yet while we are but paſ- 
5 ſing by he is gone; and whither he goes we have 

already heard. Virtue we allow is ſometimes 

Heb. xi. 37. deſtitute, afflicted, tormented: But {he ſhall not 
| be ſo long. She ſhall ſoon lay aſide the thorny 

ret. v. 4. diadem; and put on that crow? of glory which 

| F.aadetb not away. 


Ceaſe then ye vain and preſumptuous cavillers 
againſt your maker's divine diſpenſations, ceaſe 


Pſalm cxlv. righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works : 
u. 4 He is juſtify d in his ſayings, and will be found 

clear when he judgeth. When he ſendeth the 
Matt. xxv. wicked into everlaſting puniſhment ; and admits 
the righteous into life eternal. 


JOHN 


to object; and learn to adore. For the Lord is 
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On the example of our Saviour. 47 


JOHN XIII. 15. 
I HAVE GIVEN YOU AN EXAMPLE. 


T is an obſervation equally true and com- SE RM. 
mon that example is far more prevalent IV. 
than precept ; that the wiſeſt inſtructions and 
beſt advice operate not on the human mind like 
the ſilent but more forcible admonitions of a 
good life. Are we not more ſtruck with a 
beautyfull portrait finiſh'd by the hand of a 
maſter, than with the fineſt deſcriptions of beauty 
the poet's fancy ever feigned ? And how much 
greater the difference of the impreſſion if for 
the picture we ſubſtitute an Original ! Who then 
can wonder if the mental eye by a natural ana- 
logy to the corporeal looks on rules of virtue with 
: a cold approbation only ; but is animated with 
admiration, with love, and a deſire of imitating 
virtue exemplified in life and manners? Hence 
4 the ancient moraliſts among their inſtructions to 
their followers, fail'd not to inculcate that they 
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ſhou'd always propoſe to themſelves the beſt and 


moſt 
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48 On the example of our Saviour, | 


S ERM. moſt excellent examples. The advice was ju- 


IV.  dicious ; though it became leſs efficacious 


through want of objects to which it might ſafely 
be applied. For without diſparaging thoſe phi- 
loſophers, ſome of whom conſidering the dark- 
neſs in which they were involv'd, made ſuch im- 
provements both in knowlege and practice as may 


juſtly ſtrike confuſion into many Chriſtians ; We 


muſt. yet affirm that the beſt of them gave not 


an example fit to be propos'd as a model for 
general imitation. _ 

Nor among the choſen people of God was 
there any ſuch exemplar to be found. Their great 
Leader eminent as he was for his uncommon 


virtues, was yet far from perfection even in that 


which was the diſtinguiſhed excellence of his 
Numb. xii. . Character: The man Moſes who was very meek 
above all the men-who were upon the earth, was 


Plalia cvi. 33. yet provok'd to ſpeak ſo unadviſedly, and to 


zreſpaſs againſt the Almighty, that he was not 
Dent. i. permitted to enter, but to /ee only before him the 


das promiſed land. He who on account of his ge- 


neral zeal for God's glory, and his being a ſignal 
inſtrument to effect the deſigns of providence 


\% E T TOE obtain'd 
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obtain'd the honourable title of the 1197 after SE RM. 


God's own heart, was betrayed firſt by his inor- 
dinate paſſions, and then by his anxiety to con- 
ceal the conſequences of them, into the moſt hai- 
nous and atrocious crimes. And his ſon and 
ſucceſſor the wiſeſt among men, was ſeduced by 
the lewd ſociety of idolatrous women to let his 
heart be turned after other Gods. 

It is in the revelation of the goſpel alone that 
we find the rule of life at once taught and ex- 
emplified in unerring and abſolute perfection. 
He who did no fin, but went about doing good, 
may ſafely be propounded as a pattern of uni- 
verſal imitation: His behaviour in every parti- 
cular in which it is poſſible, and ſuitable to our 
ſtate and circumſtances for us to copy it, ought 
to be the ſtandard of ours; and his life as the 
beſt illuſtration of his doctrine ſhou'd be our 
guide in the obſervance of his law. He hath 


in all reſpects left us an example, that we ſhou'd 


follow his Reps : But in the following diſcourſe my 
purpoſe is, to point out ſome particular graces in 
which this mirror of univerſal excellence ſhone 
forth with peculiar brightneſs ; and which are 

H urg' d 


IV. 


1 Kings xi. 
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On the example of our Saviour. 


S ERM. urg' d by himſelf and his Apoſtles, as the virtues 


IV. 


I. 


we ſhou'd eſpecially and induſtriouſly imitate. 


And Firſt; ſaith the bleſſed ſaviour of the world, 


Matt. xi. 29. Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart. 


From him indeed who alone deſerv'd all exalta- 
tion can we learn the perfection of humility. 
Pride (it is well obſerv'd) was not made for 
man. Pride is an undue eſtimation which we 
have of ourſelves on account of ſomething which 
we ſuppoſe ourſelves poſſeſs'd of, above other per- 
ſons. This poſſeſſion of what nature ſoever, to 
render it a juſt ground of ſelf-eſteem, muſt be 


valuable in itſelf, and meritorious in it's poſſeflor. 


Moral qualities only are of intrinſicł value 


They alone alfo imply deſert. But conſider the 
imperfection, the mixture in all human virtue; 
Conſider too, that it is the gift of God; the effect 
of his heavenly aſſiſtances: And what then has 
the moſt virtuous man to be proud of? Senſible 
he muſt be of his own honeſt endeavours to co- 
operate with the divine grace, and'to perform 
his duty ; But this conſcious approbation though 
virtue's ſweeteſt reward on this fide heaven, is 
not follow'd by a too high opinion of himſelf: 

It 
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On the example of our Saviour. 


It is attended with a conſciouſneſs alſo of num- SE RM. 


berleſs frailties at beſt ; of ſome paſt offences 
perhaps which will ſcarce bear ſo ſoft a name: 
Theſe are all his own: the blame he cannot as 
the merit divide: And has not then the moſt 
virtuous man cauſe to be humble? 

Outward advantages, which are moſt fre- 
quently the occaſions of pride, imply not neceſſa- 
rily any degree of merit in him who is poſſeſs'd 
of them; That muſt ariſe from the manner in 
which they are acquir'd or employ'd: If wor- 
thily, ſuch an acquiſition or uſe of them is one 
part of the virtuous conduct before ſhown to be 
no juſt ground of pride : If they are mere gifts 
of nature, or goods of fortune deſcended to us 


from others, we may be pleas'd with, but have 


ſurely no cauſe to be proud of them: If abus'd, 


or not improv'd to the purpoſes for which they 


were given, they are great reaſons of humiliation 
For they are the occaſions of our ſin, and will be 
of our miſery. Of all the corruptions entail'd 
upon us by the fin of our firſt parents, there is 
not any ſo unbecoming our fallen nature, ſo un- 
ſuitable to our weak, our ſinfull and miſerable 

H - ſtate, 


ol 


IV. 
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SERM. ſtate, and fo deſtructive of all means and hopes 


IV. 


Philip. ii. 
55 6. 


John 1, 1. 


Ephel. i. 21. 


of our recovery, as this of pride and ſelt-conceit : 
And therefore is it, that he who came into the 
world to reſtore that nature to perfection and 
happineſs, ſo ſtrongly recommends both by pre- 
cept and example the oppoſite virtue of humility. 
Tho being in the form of God he juſtly 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, yet 
when he condeſcended to be made in the likeneſs 


of men, he choſe the loweſt condition of life, and 


appear'd in e form of a ſervant, To recount 
the circumſtances of lowlineſs and poverty 
which attended his birth were needleſs; To 
dwell on the numerous inſtances of humility 
which fill'd his whole life were endleſs; Let us 
fix our eyes on that in which he purpoſely as he 
tells his diſciples in the text gave them an ex- 
ample. | | 
Behold him who in his divine nature was with 
God from the beginning; who in his human body 
was ſoon to be exalted far above all principalities 
and powers, kneeling down to waſh his own ſer- 
vants feet | See him at whoſe name every knee in 
heaven, and earth, and under the earth muſt bow, 


fi perform- 
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performing the meaneſt and moſt ſervile offices 8 BY M. 
for the creatures his Almighty word had form'd! : 
q Such amazing condeſcenſion calls forth our admi- 
ration ; but let us remember that it calls for our 

; imitation too. 

Our Lord in waſhing his diſciples feet cou'd 

have no other motive to ſuch an act of humilia- 

tion, but that of teaching them, and all zho/e who 
ſhou'd believe on him through their word, to think 

no office too low, no employment too mean to 

be ſubmitted to, for the ſervice and welfare of 

our fellow creatures, and fellow Chriſtians. For 

thus, after he had waſhed their feet, and had 
taken his garments, and was ſet down again, thus 
argues the bleſſed Jeſus with them. Kncw ye 
what I have done unto you Te call me maſter 

and Lord; and ye ſay well ; for ſo T am: If I 

then your Lord and maſter 5 waſhed your feet, 

ye alſo ought to waſh one another” s feet. For I have 
given you an example, that ye ſhou'd do as I have 


done unto you. 
It is not from hence to be nter, that our 


Lord enjoyns his followers to perform for each 
other, or thoſe in a ſuperior ſtation for thoſe in a 


'Y I {ubor- 
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S E RM. ſubordinate, the lower offices of life in the uſual 
IV. and general courſe of things. The order of pro- 


vidence hath appointed inferiors by rendring to 
thoſe in an higher condition needfull and conve- 
nient ſervices, to receive from them in return, 
protection, ſupport, and reward. And while 
the rich with liberality, with kindnefs, and ten- 
derneſs ſupply the wants, and miniſter to the ne- 


ceſſities of their poor brethren, they comply with 
the meaning of the precept here given, and may 


juſtly be faid in the ſpirit of their Lord and 
maſter to waſh their feet, But yet in any ex- 
traordinary conjuncture or emergency, where 
the loweſt and meaneſt perſon on earth cannot 
be reliev'd in his diſtreſs, or aſſiſted in his wants 
but by the perſonal ſervice of the higheſt, it is 
the undoubted duty of the latter, by readily and 
chearfully rendring ſuch ſervice, to teſtify at once 
his humility, and his love both to his ſaviour and 
his poor brother. If the richeſt or greateſt po- 
tentate thinks it unſuitable to his ſtate and digni- 
ty to perform the loweſt office which is neceſſary 
to the being or well-being of the pooreſt ſlave ; 
If the deepeft philoſopher or moſt eminent 
|; | ſcholar 
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On the example of our Saviour, 


ſcholar ſuppoſes himſelf too wiſe or too learned 8 ERM. 


to inſtruc the moſt ignorant peaſant in the great 
truths of the Chriſtian religion; it is plane 
the one muſt think the /ervant greater than his 
Lord; and the other ſuppoſe him that is ſent 
to be wiſer and greater than him who ſent him. 
It is too plane that how much ſoever they may 
abound in the riches or wiſdom of this world, 
they are neither wiſe nor rich towards God. 
They have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, nor will he 
own them as his; They are aſham'd of him, and 
his humility in this ſinfull generation; and muſt 


55 


IV. 


expect that he will of them and their pride be Mak vii. 38. 


aſbam d when he cometh in the glory of his Father 


with his holy angels. 


Univerſal benevolence and unbounded cha- 


rity was another diſtinguiſh'd excellence in our 


bleſſed ſaviour's character; and which he recom- 
mended to all his followers with peculiar and re- 


his diſciples he gave unto them that they ſbou d 
love one another. Mutual affection in a lower 
degree, and under partial limitations, was abt a 
mw commandment; being inculcated by the law 


of 


peted urgency. A new commandment he tells Jobs a. 


IE. 


31. 


56 


S ERM. 
IV. 
John xxii. 


34. 


Luke xxiii. 
34. 


On the example of our Saviour. 


of nature and enjoyn'd by that of Moſes. But 
to love one another as Chriſt loved us was indeed 
a precept entirely new; and which cou'd only 
with propriety be deliver'd by him, who never 
gave a rule without furniſhing an example. In 
all his ſermons to the people, in all his diſcourſes 
to his diſciples, he urges the practice of this ſub- 
lime and amiable virtue in the moſt pathetic 
manner; And in every part of his own conduct 
he illuſtrates it in the moſt exalted degree. This 
heavenly diſpoſition brought him down from his 
radiant throne of glory to his humble houſe of 
clay : This led him about doing good ; working 
miracles of mercy, and preaching tidings of 
peace : This ſubjected him to poverty and hard- 
ſhip; to the ſting of ſlander, and the hiſs of 
envy: And this at laſt nail'd him to the croſs. 
And even there; when groaning, bleeding, dying 
under the intolerable load of our fins, his divine 
benevolence caus'd him to pour out his ſoul in 
interceſſions for his murderers. Father / forgive 
them ; for they know not what they do. O heavenly 
love! O wonderfull compaſſion ! And ſhall we 


not endeavour to catch at leaſt ſome ſmall por- 


tion 
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tion of this godlike ſpirit? Shall we not imitate SER M. 
in ſome degree this lovely pattern? He who gave * 

it aſſures us that mutual love is the diſtinguiſh- John xii. 3. 
ing characteriſtick of his diſciples; the badge by 

which his followers ſhou'd be known. And 

ſhall we diſclaim his ſervice, and deny his 
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name, by refuſing to imitate his example in this 
eſſential inſtance ? Had he who lov'd us ſo well as 
to dye for us, bid us do ſome great thing, exert ſome 
heroick and difficult acts of virtue to teſtify our 
gratitude, word we not have done it? How much 
+ more when the duty he thus eſpecially requires 
from us is ſo admirably adapted to our condition 
and fituation ; ſo eaſy and delightfull in the per- 
f formance ; and ſo beneficial in it's conſequences ? 


* : 
j And what virtue can be more ſuitable to infirm, 
þ f n ; | 
h inſufficient, indigent beings, than to relieve and 
; ſuccour, to pity and love the partakers of the ſame 


weak nature and helpleſs ſtate? Or what duty 
can be thought more becoming, or more neceſ- 
fary in a frail and faulty creature, for ever ſtanding 
in need of pardon of his own tranſgreſſions, than 
that of mercy and forgiveneſs to the failings and 
miſdeeds of his offending brethren ? And O what 


1 I plea- 
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SERM. pleaſure can equal that of conſoling calamity and 

os aſſuaging pain? What other bliſs can diffuſe 

over the human countenance a ſmile fo ſweet, 

and ſo bright a joy, as the conſciouſneſs of ha- 

ving wip'd the tear from affliction's faded eye ? 

Whoſe heart ſo light and fo deſervedly light, as 

his who hath remov'd the load from a fellow 

creature's heart? Surely in this if in any reſpec, 

virtue may be call'd it's ownreward: But it will not 

want another. He who gave the command, and 

ſet the example will aſſuredly beſtow the recom- 

pence of it; The day is coming when the Uni- 

Matt, xv. Verſe ſhall hear him pronounce ; Inaſmuch as ye 

bag Heu kindneſs to theſe my brethren, ye ſhew'd it 

2» wnto me; Well done good and faithfull ſervants ; 
Enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 


III. A Third virtue of which our bleſſed Saviour 
gave us a moſt illuſtrious example was his pro- 
found and perfect reſignation to the will of God. 
All prayers and devotions, all ſacraments and or- 
dinances are deſign'd to excite, and are then only 
acceptable when they do excite this humble ſub- 
miſſion to the divine diſpoſal. The frailty and 


imperfection of our nature will not ſuffer us to 
1 ariſe 
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ariſe to ſuch a pitch of virtue, that our obedience S ERM. 


ſhall in every inſtance flow from that perfect love 
which caſteth out fear: This it is our duty to la- 
bor and aſpire after, though we can only hope to 
attain it in a better and happier ſtate. On the 
other hand obedience proceeding from fear alone 
cannot be that free and reaſonable ſervice which 
God requires from his intelligent creatures. Be- 
tween theſe extreme points lies that dutyſull re- 
ſignation to his will in which conſiſts the whole 
of piety. Our bleſſed Lord therefore though tree 
from all ſpot of fin, and made perfect in love, yet 
affected not that ecſtatick and rapturous devo- 
tion which his followers might have admir'd, but 


"cou'd never hope to imitate, In this particular 


as in his general conduct he ſet before us a ra- 
tional, a practicable virtue; A virtue ſuited to the 
nature which for our ſakes he had taken upon 
himſelf; His piety was what ours muſt end in; 
Reſignation. In early youth his diligent attend- 


IV. 


ance on his Father's bufine/s detach'd him from Lake ii. 49. 


all weaker connexions, and inferior cares ; And 
throughout the whole courſe of his miniſtry he 
planely ſhew'd that he came zo work the works of 


I 2 him 
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SE RM. him who ſent him. But moſt ſignally did this ap- 


IV. 


Matt. xxV1. 


39+ 
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pear in the laſt act of his life; when he was to 


complete the grand ſcheme of providence in the 
redemption of mankind by his ſufferings and 
death. The extent, the perfection of our bleſſed 
ſaviour's reſignation in this inſtance can only be 
judg'd by the greatneſs of the anguiſh which he 
endur'd; and what that was we do not fully 
know. The horror and amazement which he 
ſhew'd at it's approach leaves no room to doubt, 
but the load upon his mind was far more griev- 
ous than all the torments of his body. But how 
terrible ſoever they cou'd not ſhake his fortitude. 
He pray'd to eſcape them, if God ſo thought fit: 
If it was poſſible; that is, if it was conſiſtent 
with the laws of Eternal juſtice and wiſdom, and 
the redemption of man for which he came into 
the world, that hen this cup might paſs from 
him : But of this he acknowleg'd his father to 


be the ſole judge; and therefore defir'd that his. 
will, and nat his own might be done. The condi- 


tion of humanity oblig'd him both to feel, and 


to fear; but the ſtrength of his reſignation con- 


quer'd both ſenſe and paſſion. And now let us 
remember 
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remember what St. Peter aſſures us; that Chriſt S ERM. 


fuffer d for us, leaving us an example, that in this 
reſpect alſo we ſhow'd follow his fleps. Few or 
none of us ſhall in all probability be call'd to the 
ſevere tryal of reſſting unto blood ; If we are, let 


IV. 


1 Peter ii. 21. 


us look unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher of our Hebr. xi. a. 


faith, who having endur'd the croſs, and deſpis' d 
the ſhame, is now in his human nature for ever er 


down on the right hand of God. And let us re- 


member that if we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo 2 Tim. i-1:. 


reign with him. 

But in the mean time we may ſhew our reſig- 
nation to the divine will, Actively ; in a life of 
virtue and all holy obedience: crucifying thoſe 
lawleſs affections, and ſinfull luſts which wou'd 
not that Chriſt ſbou d reign over us; and bringing 
every thought into captivity io him. Paſſively; by 
an humble ſubmiſſion to, and thankfull accept- 
ance of all thoſe croſſes and diſappointments, 
thoſe afflitions and troubles, with which God 
may think fit to try our faith, exerciſe our pa- 
tience, correct our faults, or improve our virtue. 
And if we thus copy our bleſſed ſaviour's pattern 
of both doing and ſuffering his Father's will in 
fuck 


62 On the example of our Saviour. 


8 ERM. ſuch inſtances, and on ſuch occaſions as are of- 

IV. ferr'd to us, we ſhall through his merits be ad- 

mitted to a participation of that glory and happi- 

neſs which his human nature by obedience ob- 

tain d. They who keep his commandments, and 

follow his example ſhall be own'd as his faithful 

1 Theff iv ſervants and friends in that day, when the Lord 

38885 himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout ; 

with the voice of the Arch-Angel, and with the 

trump of God : When the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 

firſt, and ſhall thenceforth for ever be with the 
Lord. 


JOHN 
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On the example of our Saviour, 


JOHN XII. 15. 


I HAVE GIVEN YOU AN EXAMPLE. 


alone is in all reſpects perfect and com- 


plete, it is the only proper pattern to be pro- 
pos'd to the imitation of all his followers. In 


no kind or degree of virtue is it defective, or falls 
ſhort of the ſtandard of truth and goodneſs ; 
though it affords more frequent and more ſtri- 
king inſtances of thoſe graces which are moſt 
conducive to the glory of God, and the good of 
mankind; and which have the greateſt tendency 
to purify our nature, and to reſtore it to that 
perfection and happineſs to regain which our 
Lord had taken it upon himſelf. Some of theſe 
remarkable and ſhining excellencies I have al- 
ready faintly and imperfectly delineated ; re- 
marking at the ſame time the peculiar urgency 
with which they are recommended to our imi- 
tation. And in further conſidering this fair and 


fruitfull 


8 our bleſſed ſaviour's example and his 8 ERM. 


V. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
f 


* 
. „ 
fg 
Mi 
G N 
0 17 
{ 5 +: 
* 
1 
5 
= N 
1 
' 
1 
17 
va] N 
wo 7 
ws * 
* 
is 
i 
. 
K 
| 
*'SY q 
j 5 
"4 
| 
A = 
\ 1 * 
1 
"3s : 
_ == 
\ » 
l 
4] Fh 
n 
1 
b | 
} 1 
4 95 
11 
91 ly 
#4 : 
% 
1 * 
(] 


64 


On the example of our Saviour. 


SE RM. fruitfull ſubject, I wou'd lead your thoughts to the 


V. 


contemplation of our bleſſed maſter's character 
and conduct; not ſo much in his exertion of 
any particular virtues, as in his obſervance of 
two general rules, by which he conſtantly and 
invariably govern'd himſelf in all his actions; 
which are indeed firm and vital principles of all 
virtue; and of every thing that can be really ac- 
ceptable to God, or beneficial to man. 
The Fir/t of theſe rules which thus influenc'd 
our ſaviour's whole conduct, was a conſtant pre- 
terence of moral virtue to all ceremonial and ri- 
tual obſervances: Of thoſe duties which are of 
eternal and unchangeable obligation to ſuch as 
are only poſitive, and inſtrumental. That there 
is a different degree of worth and value even in 
moral qualities, That ſome are more excellent 
in their nature, and of more laſting duration 
than others, no one can be ignorant who attends 
either to the reaſon of the thing; or to the de- 
clarations of the new teſtament. Much more is 
it evident beyond all doubt, that all qualities 
and actions which are good in themſelves, are of 
bigher eſtimation, and are always to be preferr'd 


before 
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before all inſtituted and auxiliary duties; which $ ERM. 
latter are indeed of no other obligation than as * 
they are commanded; and of no other value 

3 than as they influence us to, and aſſiſt us in the 
practice of the primary or moral virtues. The 
general conduct of mankind hath indeed always 
contradicted this law of eternal reaſon and juſt 
proportion : Among the Jews of old, and a- 
mong Chriſtians of every age and denomina- 

tion ; Among thoſe of the Romiſh communion 
eſpecially, but among the members of all com- 
munions in ſome degree, the ſhadow hath 
been embrac'd for the ſubſtance; and the means 
miſtaken for the end. But if the children of 
Iſrael had not (as they certainly had not) any juſt 


plea to excuſe this great corruption, much leſs 
can Chriſtians allege any thing to extenuate the 
guilt of it. Our religion is founded in /þirit and 
in truth. It's morality is pure, perfect, and 
ſublime; It's poſitive inſtitutions tew, ſimple, 
and ſignificant: And it's divine author whoſe 
life explan'd and illuſtrated every part of his doc- 
trine, hath taught us by various paſſages in both 
1 the ſuperiority and pre-eminence of moral 


| | 3 goodneſs 
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S ERM. 


V. 


Matt. ix. 10, 
&c. 


Hoſea vi. 6. 


On the example of our Saviour. 


goodneſs above all external and ritual obſer- 
vances. 


When queſtion'd by the ſcribes and phariſees 


for keeping company with, and thereby encoura- 
ging men of bad morals and ſcandalous cha- 
racters, he firſt vindicates himſelf from the 
charge by declaring that he aſſociated ſometimes 
with ſuch perſons, not to encourage them ia, but 
to reclaim them rom their vices; to call them to 
Repentance : As phyſicians viſit not men in full 
health, but thoſe whoſe diſeaſes and infirmities 
require their aſſiſtance. And he then applies 
to this particular caſe, and adopts as a general 
and invariable maxim the ſentiment long before 


deliver'd by the prophet ; that God defir'd mer- 


cy and not ſacrifice. That in every inſtance 
where poſitive rites, even ſuch as the oblation of 
thoſe ſacrifices which had been appointed by God 
himſelf interfer'd with, and prevented works of 
mercy and charity, the former ſhou'd always be 
for that time, and in thoſe circumſtances omit- 
ted; and the latter which are the moſt accepta- 
ble ſacrifices to the beſt of Beings ſhou'd be at- 
tended to, and perform'd. 

I The 


On the example of our Saviour, 67 


F The ſame rational and amiable doctrine he SERM. 
N repeted on another occaſion to the ſame ſort of * 

6 perſons, the ſcribes and phariſees ; who found Matt. xi. 1, 
j fault with him for ſuffering his diſciples unre- 


prov'd to pluck and eat the ears of corn on the 
ſabbath-day. To which reproof he replies by 
quoting a caſe wherein a duty of exactly the 
ſame nature with the ſtrict ceremonial reſt of 
the ſabbath, had been violated on the very ſame 
account by one of their fore-fathers eminent both 
for his rank and piety. Are my diſciples (he ar- 
gues) more culpable for appeaſing the cravings 
of hunger by plucking and eating this corn on 
the ſabbath day, than David was for eating the 
2 ſhew bread, food ſtrictly forbidden to all but the 
prieſts? Yet who ever blam'd him for paying 
greater regard to a natural neceſſity than to a 
ceremonial prohibition ? No more do my diſ- 
ciples deſerve rebuke for ſatisfying the ſame ne- 
ceſſities by a breach of your formal manner of 
hallowing the ſabbath: in which indeed you 
miſtake it's nature and end. For the ſabbath Mark ii. 27. 
1 was made for man, not man for the ſabbath. It 
was appointed to ſecure to him amidſt the em- 
K 2 ployments 
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On the example of our Saviour. 


SERM. ployments and avocations of life ſome certain 


V. 


time, ſome fix'd returning period, wherein he 
might worſhip and praiſe his maker, celebrate 
his works of creation and providence, and more 
fully acquaint himſelf with his will. The pro- 
hibition of all labor ſo much inſiſted on by you, 
was deſign'd to prevent the ſame attention to 
worldly buſineſs which on other days was lawfull 
and proper ; but if allow'd on the ſabbath day, 
might interfere with, and defete the good ends 
of the inſtitution : But it was never intended to 
be inſiſted on with ſuch rigor, as to be detrimen- 
tal and grievous to man, in whoſe behalf the 
ſabbath itſelf was ordain d. 

And as our Lord here teaches us the lawfull- 
neſs of relieving the calls of nature by an occa- 
ſional neglect of a poſitive injunction ; in the next 
occurrence which is recorded of him (as it is 
plac'd by all the three evangeliſts who have taken 
notice of it) he work'd a miracle in confirma- 
tion of his former doctrine, that mercy was pre- 
ferable to ſacrifice: Breaking again the ceremo- 
nial reſt of the ſabbath by healing a man with a 
wither'd hand in the ſynagogue before the Jews: 
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and juſtly expoſing their blind perverſeneſs and 8 ERM. 


manifeſt inſincerity; who ſcrupled not to pro- 
fane the ſabbath (according to their notions of 
it's ſanctity) in preventing the death of à brute 
animal which might be attended with ſome loſs 
to themſelves; and yet made it a ground of ac- 
cuſation againſt Jeſus, that he heal'd 2 nan on 
the ſabbath day. 

Though the examples already cited might b 
ſufficient to prove the truth of the obſervation, 
that our bleſſed ſaviour preferr'd moral to poſi- 
tive duties, yet it may be proper to produce one 
other inſtance where the queſtion concerning the 
worth and excellence of each is fully ſtated and 


finally determin'd. The phariſees hearing that 


Chriſt had expos'd the ignorance, and ſilenc'd 
the cavils of the ſadducees concerning the reſur- 
rection, and a future ſtate, were gather d to- 
gether in their turn to diſpute with and oppoſe 
him. And one of them who was a ſcribe, or an 
expounder and Doctor of the law, imagin'd he 
cou'd propoſe a queſtion which Jeſus wou'd not 
find it ſo eaſy to reſolve. Accordingly he de- 
mands to be inform'd which was the great com- 


mandment 


V. 


att. xxii. 
34, Ke. 


70 
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On the example of our Saviour. 


SERM. mandment in the law? Among the multitude 


V. 


and variety of precepts enjoyn'd by Moſes and the 
prophets, which ought we to eſteem as the fir/# 
commandment of all? But this learned ſcribe 
ſoon found himſelf diſappointed in his hope of 
being able to puzzle and perplex our ſaviour ; 
who without heſitation replied to his queſtion, 
that a religious regard to the one true God, and 
ſuch a ſincere and ſupreme love of him, as wou'd 
produce univerſal obedience to his will; that this 


was the fir/t and great commandment. And that 
the ſecond which was like unto and cloſely con- 
nected with it, was 70 love our neighbour as our- 
/elf; and of courſe to render 20 him all thoſe of- 
fices both of juſtice and charity, which we ſhou'd 
deſire to receive from him. And more-over 
that theſe were not only the two great and prin- 
cipal commandments, but that the whole train of 
inſtituted duties and ceremonial rites on which 
they laid ſo great ſtreſs, without the practice of 


theſe chief and cardinal virtues, was of no worth 


or advantage at all. For on theſe tuo command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets. Con- 
vinc'd with the reaſonableneſs, and pleas'd with 

the 
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the goodneſs of the anſwer, the ſcribe immedi- S ERM. 
ately acknowleges the truth of it; and declares . 
(as the paſſage is related by St. Mark) that thus Mark xii. 3, 
to love God and one another is more than all © 
whole burnt offerings and ſacrifices. From whence 

it is evident that he had propos'd the queſtion in 
reference to, and concerning the comparative ex- 
cellence of moral and poſitive duties; As it is, 

that our Lord had ſo underſtood and determin'd 

it from his reply to the ſcribe's obſervation ; that 

he was not far from the kingdom of God. That 
under the influence of ſuch ſentiments he wou'd 

be well prepar'd for the reception of his pure 

and ſpiritual religion here ; and for the enjoyment 

of pure and eternal happineſs hereafter. In the 
place now conſider d our bleſſed ſaviour ſo clearly 
aſcertains, and ſo fully determines the ſuperior 
worth and value of inward piety and moral good- 

neſs above all external and poſitive obſervances, 

that I ſhou'd abuſe your patience in citing any 
other; or inſiſting further on the proof of it. 


I proceed therefore to recommend to your ob- II. 
ſervation and imitation another general and lead- 


ing 
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On the example of our Saviour. 


SER M. ing rule, agreeably to which our Lord fram'd 


\ 


John 11. 25. 


and directed his whole conduct and behavi- 


our. And this was, that though he preferr'd 


the duties of Eternal and moral obligation, he 
by no means neglected thoſe which were duties 
by inſtitution and command only. He gave to 
the former the firſt place, without refuſing to 
the latter the place due to them. It is very juſtly 
obſerv'd, that there is ſcarce any folly or frailty 
more generally adherent to mankind, than that 
of concluding when upon compariſon of two ob- 


jects we find one of them conſiderably more va- 


luable and excellent than the other, that there- 
fore that other is of very little or no value at all. 
Unreaſonable as this inference is, we are too apt 
to act in conſequence of it; He therefore who 
neu what was in man, and ſo knew that his 
exhortations to pay the chiet regard to moral 
virtues, might lead us to a negle& of thoſe in- 
ſtrumental duties which are neceſſary to us in 


our preſent ſtate, took ſufficient care to guard us 


againſt ſo dangerous a miſtake : A miſtake which 
notwithſtanding this weakneſs of our judgments, 


we cannot fall into but through our own pride 
and 


On the example of our Saviour. 


and perverſeneſs, or at leaſt our inexcuſable care- S ERM. 


leſſneſs: Since both the rule and the example 
-which are ſet before us in the goſpel teach us to 
think in a wiſer and better manner. Our ſaviour 
throughout the whole courſe of his life ſhew'd 
the moſt decent and regular regard to the po- 
ſitive duties of the moſaick law. 


73 


V. 


The firſt circumſtance related concerning Lake i. 22. 


him after his nativity is his ſubmiſſion to the 
painfull initiatory rite of circumciſion; and we 
next find him by whom all things were made pre- 
ſented with the cuſtomary ſacrifices in the temple 


made with hands. Before he enter'd on his mi- Mat. i. 15 
C. 


niſtry he repair d to John to be baptized of him; 
which the baptiſt with due deference declining, 


our Lord urges his performance of the ceremony; 


adding that it was fit and becoming thus to fulfill 
all righteouſneſs : which is a plain declaration 
that ſome part of righteouſneſs conſiſts in a due 
obſervance of ſuch religious rites, as have any 


tendency to promote and preſerve either inward _ 


purity and piety ; or outward decency and or- 
der. John in his preparatory miniſtry baptiz'd 
with water unto repentance ; and Jeſus thoug 

| L in 


22, 23» 
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SERM. in no need of repentance wou'd not neglect his 
25 baptiſm ; but choſe it as the time and opportu- 
nity of being baptized in a viſible and extraor- 

dinary manner with the Holy Ghoſt. And in 

the execution of his prieſtly and prophetical of- 

fice to which he was now anointed from on high, 

he obſerv'd all ſuch poſitive inſtitutions as were 
calculated to increaſe and eſtabliſh true religion. 

He taught that works of neceſſity muſt, and that 

works of charity ought to be perform'd on the 
ſabbath-day; and by his example alſo he taught 

that the public worſhip ought to be attended on 

it. It was in the ſynagogue that he met with 

the object of his divine benevolence; Nor was 

his preſence there caſual or rare: St. Luke aſſures 

Lake iv. 16. us that it was his cuſtom to go into the ſynagogue 1 
on the ſabbath day. Neither did he think it ſa- 

vour'd of ſuperſtition to obſerve other ſolemn 

1 zank feſtivals. . He prepar'd for and kept the paſſover 
Jobn vii. 4. With all due order and ſolemnity; He appear'd 
alſo and taught at the feaſt of tabernacles ; And 

x. 12. he attended the feaſt of dedication, though an in- 
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ſtitution merely human; being appointed by no 6 ö 
expreſs command of God; but by the authority 4 


of 


On the example of our Saviour. 


of the Jewiſh church: And hath thereby taught S E R M. 
us the duty of complying with ſuch obſervances, , 


while they are enjoyn'd with moderation, and 
directed to the purpoſes of devotion. And as he 
neglected not the rites of the law of Moſes, he 
inſtituted in his own ſyſtem of religion two of 


perpetual and univerſal obligation : Baptiſm for Mart n 


the reception of converts and proſelytes into it, 
which is of undoubted neceſſity where it may 
be had; And the Lord's Supper in which he 
| hath abſolutely commanded all Chriſtians who 


v. 


Mac. iv. 59. 


have the opportunity, to commemorate the me- Luke xs, 


ritorious ſacrifice of his death fl his coming a- 
gain to judgment. 

And can any one no never that our ſaviour 

in giving the due preference to moral virtue hath 
abrogated, or even lighted poſitive duties? That 
he has warmly recommended the end and ſub- 
ſtance of religion, the love of God and man; 
but hath taken no notice of the means which in 
our preſent ſtate of imperfection are neceſſary to 
form and preſerve this divine temper in our ſouls? 
Whoever entertain ſuch notions and act accord- 


ing to them, at once contemn the example of 
L 2 their 


"yp 
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On the example of our Saviour. 


SERM. their ſaviour, and refuſe to abide by his expreſs 


deciſion of the queſtion : Which is, that zhe 


weightier matters jud gent, mercy, and faith 


ought in the firſt place to be practis d and re- 


garded ; but that poſitive ordinances, even thoſe 


of the loweſt :ank, and ſmalleſt importance, (for 
of ſuch he there ſpeaks) ought not in their due 
place and proportion to be e OE 


How then can any who call theinkdtes Chriſti- 
ans imagine that they are too philo v/ophical or too 
ritual to be oblig d to the obſervance of thoſe 


inſtitutions which Chriſt hath in his goſpel or- 
dain'd ; and which when attended with ſeriouſ- 
neſs and devotion as means, not reſted in as ends, 


are of admirable efficacy to promote our profici- 
ency in all that is truly good and virtuous; when 


the author of the faith they profeſs, who ſtood 


in need of no helps, no inftruments, no means 


of grace, yet condeſcended religiouſly to obſerve 
the rites of the church and nation in which he 


liv'd ! 
Or how (on the other hand) can vicious and 
immoral Chriſtians ſuppoſe that they ſhall reap 
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any benefit from the moſt exact attendance on SE R M. 
: external duties, from keeping ſabbaths, and rei-. 
AF ving ſacraments ; when the Saviour in whom they 

pretend to believe hath taught them in every 

ſermon which he preach'd, and by every action 

of his life, that not he who ſaith Lord, Lord, Mate. vi. 21. 
but he (and he alone) who ' doth the will of his 

Father ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven 


”- . Rl N . mung 
; . | | wy 
; | k b 


ECCLEST 


| ECCLESIASTES XII. 13. 


LET USC HE AR THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
"WHOLE MATTER; FEAR GOD, AND KEEP HIS 
COMMANDMENTS ; FOR THIS IS THE WHOLE 
DUTY OF MAN, © . 


SERM. 
VI. 
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T is the wiſeſt among men, and the greateſt 
among princes, whoſe words, (whoſe laſt 
words) theſe are; his character on both accounts 
demands our reſpectfull attention; and what he 

delivers to us will be found well to deſerve it. 

His firſt ſetting out in life gave the happieſt pre- 

i Kings ii. 3. age of his future conduct. Solomon (we read) 
loved the Lord, walking in the fiatutes of David 

his father. And God rewarded his early piety by 

an extraordinary exertion of divine favor. The 

5. Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream, and ſaid, 

Aſﬀe what I ſhall give thee. The ſame goodneſs 


overlook and negle& every object which cou'd 
glitter in the eyes of a youthfull monarch ; and 
I paſſing 


which permitted, directed his choice: For to 
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paſſing by triumphs, pomps, and pleaſures, to $ ERM. 
confine his wiſhes to the attainment of that ſingle . 
qualification which might enable him to fulfill 

the duties of his exalted ſtation, and zo judge his i Kings iii 


people with diſcernment between good and lad; 
This (one may venture to affirm) ſhew'd a great- 
_ neſs of ſentiment, and a goodneſs of heart, which 
cou'd only be .inſpir'd by that wiſdom which is 
from above. And now the Almighty agreeably 
to his uſual goodneſs rewards the virtue his grace 
had produc'd. - He gave the prince the wiſe and 
1 under ſtanding heart which he had aſk'd in ſuch 
3 perfection, that as there had been none before, ſo 12 
4 neither aroſe up any like unto him after him: And 
2 he gave him' moreover what be had not aſt d, but 
A by neglecting obtain d, both riches and honors in 13. 


ſuch abundance, that in this reſpec alſo there 
was no king like unto him in all his days. 

' Happy Monarch who had/# thus the Lord for 
thy God ! Thrice happy while conſtant in thy 
duty to him! But O deplorable inſtance of hu- 
man frailty | Fatal conſequence, of undue ſenſual 
indulgences | He who in his carly youth loved the 


Lord his God, and deſir d wiſdom above all 
thin gd g 
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The true and practical fear of God 


SE RM. things, By giving himſelf up to exceſſive and in- 


VI. 


1 Kings xi. 
1, 4. 


11, 12. 


Eccleſ. i. 16. 


A, 


ordinate pleaſures, and loving many firange wo- 
men, was ſeduc'd in his old age to let his heart be 


turned after other Gods. But he who in wrath 


remembereth mercy, though he pu niſh'd this in- 
grateful apoſtacy by rending the kingdom from 


his family, yet left not the unhappy King to pe- 


riſh in his folly ; but before he took him hence 
brought him to a ſenſe of his fin, and a recol- 
lection of the unworthy returns he had made to 
his Supreme Lord and benefactor. Many parti- 


cular paſſages in, and the general tenor of the 


whole book of which the text-is a part, ſhewing 
that it was compos'd by Solomon after his repen- 
tance and return from his tranſgreſſions. Super- 
added therefore to his ſuperior wiſdom, - this his 
laſt work gives us his experimental knowlege. 
He tells us that his heart had great experience. 
And what were the fix' d opinions the ſettled 
Judgments which theſe joint ſources of inſtruction 


enabled him to form? Vanity of vanities, ſaith. 


the preacher ; - vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 
And this emptyneſs and inſufficiency of all hu- 


man ſatisfactions he proceeds to exemplify and 


illuſtrate 
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illuſtrate in reſpect of thoſe objects which ſeem 8 ERM. 
moſt likely to reward, and are therefore moſt apt to VI. 
engage the eager purſuits of mankind: All which 
he himſelf had try'd. He began with that which 
indeed appears to bid faireſt towards yielding a 
calm and undiſturb'd content; He applied his klei vii. 
heart to know, and to ſearch, and to ſeek out wiſ- os 
dom and the reaſon of things. Yet the ſucceſs of 
his attempt by no means anſwer' d his hopes: He 
found that in much wiſdom was much grief; and i. 8. 
that he that increaſeth knowlege increaſeth ſorrow. 
Meaning (no doubt) that he who regards literature 
and ſcience though an excellent mean to enlarge 
the underſtanding, and to acquire the advantages 
of life, as his chief happineſs, and ultimate end, 
will find it fo perplex d with error and darken'd 
by doubt, ſo bewilder'd with various and diſcord- 
dant opinions, and confin'd by the narrowneſs of 
human intelle&, that his vexation at being able 
to know no more, nor with more certainty 
and clearneſs, will really increaſe in proportion to 
what he knows. But Solomon determin'd to 
find out (if poſsible) what was that good for the ii. ;. 
ſons of men which they ſhou'd do under the heaven 

M all 


82 


VI. 


Eccleſ. i. 17. 
n. 3. 


u 2. 


13. 


5, 6. 


11. 


The true and practical fear of Ged 


SERM. all the days of their life, next applied himſelf to 


ſeek it in quite contrary paths. He gave his 
heart to know madneſs and folly; He prov'd it 


10. with mirth, and enjoy'd pleaſure; Whatever his 


eyes defir'd he kept not from them ; nor withheld 


His heart from any joy. But his diſappointment was 


now much greater than before ; Such laughter, and 


ſuch mirth he ſoon found to be mad; and that 


though his wiſdom cou'd not enſure him complete 
ſatisfaction, yet it excelled folly as far as light ex- 
celd darkneſs. From the employment of his 
wealth inworks of magnificence and taſt, he next 
ſought pleaſure and contentment ; but the gardens 
and orchards and pools of water of which he tells us, 
when once completed and brought to perfection, 
had given all the delight they were capable of 
giving: Their beauties become familiar, were 70 
him beauties no more. So that when he looked 
on all the works that his hands had wrought, be- 
hold all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit ; and 
there was no profit under the ſun. Nor yet ſays 
he in the accumulation of wealth, or largeneſs of 
poſſeſſions is this ſhy happineſs to be found. For 
this is a defire in it's nature incapable of ſatisfac- 

tion ; 
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tion; the appetite for wealth increaſing by being 8 ER M. 


gratified. He that loveth filver, ſhall not be ſa- 
zisficd with ſilver; nor he that loveth abundance 
with increaſe. And now after all theſe fruitleſs 
ſearches for what appear'd fo difficult if not im- 
poſſible to be found, the wiſe man tells us he gave 
up the enquiry as hopeleſs and deſperate ; And 
went about to cauſe his heart to deſpair of all the 
labor which he took under the ſun. 

And is deſpair then the laſt ſad legacy be- 
queath'd to ſucceeding ages by the wiſeſt of 
men? Is this the whole inſtruction his ſage expe- 
rience affords? It is not the whole, While he 
confin'd his views to this world, though he com- 
prehended in them all it's glories and pleaſures, 
he ſought for perfect happineſs in vain: but when 
he extended his proſpe& and look'd forward in- 
to futurity, inſtead of doubt and diſappoint- 
ment he found certainty and comfort. Seve- 
ral doctrines to this purpoſe he lays down as cer- 
tain and inconteſtible principles. At the Jaſt 
verſe of the ſecond chapter he tells us, that 
God giveth to a man that is good in his fight wiſ- 
dom, and knowlege, and joy : but to the finner be 

M 2 giveth 


VI. 


Eccleſ. v. 10. 


11. 20. 
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The true and practical fear of God 


SERM. giveth travel. Hence inſtructing us, that amidſt 


VI. 


Eccleſ. vii. 


the vanity of all things below, virtue which 
wou'd recommend us to the favor of the Al- 
mighty was an object worthy our moſt aſſiduous 
cultivation; and fin which wou'd provoke his 
diſpleaſure, to be avoided with the utmoſt care 
and circumſpection. 

The juſtice and goodneſs of God in having 
made man upright ; and his own folly and wick- 
edneſs in having ſought out thoſe inventions which 
had render'd him vicious and miſerable, he in 
another place marks as indiſputable truths. And 
in the text he gives us the ſum, the reſult, and 
concluſion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments ; for this is the whole duty 
of man. 1 have complain'd heavily, nor without 
cauſe of the vanity and vexation of all human af- 
fairs and purſuits ; but I can however aſſure you 
for your comfort, that there is a labor which 
ſhall not be in vain. Fear God: Fix deep in your 


minds a reverential, religious regard to the 


Supreme Being, the Lord and Father of all ; 
and let this vital principle actuate all your con- 
duct, and influence you to keep his command- 

I'S ments, 
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ments, and then you will have an hope not ſub- S ERM. 


je& to diſappointment. The performance © 
this which is your whole duty, will ſecure to 
you the perfection of happineſs, and a reward 


f VI. 


worthy your moſt aſsiduous labors; when God Recleſ xii. 


ſhall bring every work into judgment. 

By the fear of God we are to underſtand an 
humble and affectionate awe, not a baſe and ſer- 
vile dread of him; A reverence like that which 
a dutifull child feels for an indulgent, but pru- 
dent parent; or a loyal ſubject pays to his wiſe 
and gracious ſovereign. A fear founded in a 
juſt ſenſe of God's abſolute ſupremacy, and infi- 
nite perfection; and of our own weakneſs and 
unworthineſs : Such as will throw us proſtrate 
before his adorable majeſty with the deepeſt hu- 
mility of ſoul and body, and will indeed make 
us tremble to offend him: but which is at the 
ſame time conſiſtent while we endeavour to ſerve 
and pleaſe him with the warmeſt gratitude, the 
moſt exalted affections, and the firmeſt confi- 
dence in his unvarying goodneſs. 

Fear without any mixture of love or hope is 


the deſpairing paſſion of accurſed ſpirits; Love 
unal- 


14. 
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The true and praflical fear of God 


SERM. unallay'd by all remains of fear is the bliſs of 


VI. 


angels, and juſt men made perfect: A ſentiment 
and diſpoſition ariſing from, and compounded of 
both theſe affections, is beſt ſuited to man in 
his probatory ſtate ; conſcious of his own 1m- 
perfections, but fully perſuaded of the divine 
benignity. Such a temper when habitual and 
wrought into the frame of our minds, will 


produce that ſincere and entire reſignation to the 


will of God, which is the proper and permanent 
principle of all piety and virtue. From this prin- 
ciple will proceed (what from no inferior one is 
to be hop'd) that obſervance of all his com- 
mands, in which conſiſts the whole duty of man. 
Other and weaker motives may excite to lower 
degrees of virtue; or rather to the appearances of 
it. A ſenſe of honor and deſire of fame; natu- 
ral temper and conſtitutional complexion ; pru- 
dential regards to intereſt and credit; theſe may 
differently affect different perſons, ſo far as to 
reſtrain them from ſome vices, and to engage 
them to perform ſome good actions. But none, 
nor all of theſe without a religious regard to the 
Supreme Being, will ever influence us to that 

| univerſal 
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univerſal virtue which it is our duty to cultivate $ ERM. 
and practiſe. VI. 
And a regard to morality as the word is ge- 
nerally underſtood by thoſe who value themſelves 
upon being mere moral men, will ſeldom be found 
a ſufficient baſis to ſupport a truly moral conduct. 
True morality confi}ts in the diſcharge of all thoſe 
duties which are incumbent on rational creatures 
related to God, and to all other rational beings. 
This comprehends not only the ſocial duties, and 
the rules of prudence, but every part of ſelf-go- 
vernment, and virtuous diſcipline : And eſpeci- 
ally it includes the higheſt reverence for the Al- 
mighty and Eternal Ca/e and Origin of all things; 
and the ſincereſt defire to render him all that ho- 
nor, worſhip, and ſervice, which are due from 
dependent creatures to their creator and gover- 
nor; their preſerver and continual beneſactor. 
Such a regard to morality if real and genuine, 
wou'd induce men with attention and impartia- 
lity to examine into a ſyſtem of doctrines, which 
is receiv'd and believ'd by the generality of ſe- 
rious and intelligent perſons who have ſo ex- 
amin'd it, as a revelation from God, And if 


after 


88 


The true and practical fear of God 


SERM. after a fair and full enquiry they found it agree- 
VI. 


able in it's declarations and precepts to the divine 
nature and attributes; and it's authenticity ſup- 
ported- by ſuch outward evidence as they wou'd 
admit for proof of other diſtant hiſtories or facts; 
this regard to truth and moral fitneſs wou'd doubt- 
leſs influence them thankfully to receive, and 
carefully to obſerve it. And if this idea of mo- 


rality be conformable to thoſe which the nere 
moraliſt has fram'd of it, he has differ'd from 


the Chri/tian rather in word than in reality; Or 


however differ d from him only in the want of 
the ſame means and opportunities of ſearching 
and knowing the revel'd will of God. But if he 
has confin'd his notions of virtue within any 
narrower limits, let him take heed leſt he leave 
out of his catalogue of duties many of thoſe 
which he owes to himſelf, and which are neceſ- 
ſary to the purifying and perfecting his nature; 
leſt he be ſtill more deficient in thoſe religious 
regards which are due to the author of all the 
good he has receiv d, or can rationally expect: 
And fnally let him beware leſt his whole ſyſtem 
of morality being founded at on a rock but on 

| the 
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the ſand ; on fine drawn ſpeculations, inſtead of SER M. 


firm and active principles, ſhou'd when the floods 
of paſſion ſwell, and the ſtorms of temptation beat 
againſt it fall, and cruſh him in it's ruins. 

And let the Chriſtian and the profeſſor of re- 
ligion on the other hand beware, that he reſts 
not in the orthodoxy of his faith, or the good- 
neſs of his principles without a rectitude of beha- 


viour agreeable thereto. No doctrines or opini- 
ons how true, or of how beneficial a tendency 
ſoever in themſelves, are of any further uſe or 
advantage to him who receives them, than as he 
ſuffers that tendency to have it's effect, and to 
engage him to a ſuitable conduct. That religi- 
| ous belief which appears not in our practice, ex- 
iſts not to any purpoſe in our minds. 


If then we believe in God, be we carefull 15 Titus iii. 8. 


maintain good works If we fear him, let us keep 


his commandments : They are not grievous, A. Jchn v. 3. 


reaſonable tryal will convince us, that the obſer- 
vance of them leads to the moſt laſting peace 
and trueſt pleaſures in this life ; and in the next 
we ſhall find it our great reward. This ſincere 


endeavour to diſcharge our whole duty in a courſe 
N of 


90 The true and practical fear of God, &c. 


8 a M. of religious virtue, will lead to, and end in our 
vexations from which all his wiſdom, his great- 
neſs, and affluence cou'd not fave Solomon. For 
while we expect no more from this world than it 
was defign'd to afford; while we are contented 
with moderate ſatisfactions, and reaſonable en- 
Joyments, and place our chief hope in a future 

life; we ſball not be liable to thoſe diſappoint- 

ments which generally ariſe from a too high 
eſtimation of temporal good things; and an ex- 
pectation of greater comfort than is really to be 
found in them. And while we look up to a far 


greater than Solomon even to Feſus the author and 


fiſher of our faith, we {hall not be too deeply 
affected with the real evils which may befall us in 

this world: Remembring, that the end of ſuffer- 

ings. which however grievous, are but femporal, 

will be the beginning of that happineſs which 

ſhall be erernal: When all good men ſhall re- 

2 Tim. iv. g. Ceive from their Lord that crown of righteouſneſs, 
which he will give them in that day when he ſhall 

Romans i, judge the ſecrets of men by Teſus Chriſt according 
to bis goſpel. 

1 05 2 COR. 


greateſt happineſs. It will preſerve us from thoſe 
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2 COR. I. 12. 


OUR REJOICING 1S THIS, THE TESTIMONY OF 
OUR CONSCIENCE. 


NI NY have been the diſputes among the $ E R M. 
writers on morality concerning the foun- II. 
dation of moral obligation ; though what parti- 
cular actions or courſe of behaviour ſhou'd be 
denominated virtuous or vicious, hath ſeldom 
been matter of their doubt or diſagreement. The 
duties indeed of piety towards God, of juſtice 
and beneficence to our fellow-creatures, as well 
as thoſe more immediately reſpecting ourſelves, 
are ſo agreeable to our nature and conſtitution, 
our ſituation and circumſtances, that they can- 
not fail of recommending themſelves to the reaſon 
and judgment of every unprejudic'd and ſerious 
perſon. Such a One can hardly doubt wherther 
he is obliged to the practice of them. And had 
greater regard been paid to the dictates of the 
ſame plain ſenſe and unbiaſs'd judgment, they 

N 2 wou'd 
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On the teſtimony of conſcience. 


SE RM. wou'd have taught him with equal clearneſs the 


VII. 


cauſe and reaſon why he is ſo. They wou'd have 


ſhewn him that his own ſincere belief, and firm 
perſuaſion that ſuch and ſuch actions were his 


duty, and ſuch others violations of it, was if not 
a formal and direct obligation to perform the one, 
and avoid the other ; yet ſo eſſential to the reality 
and validity of whatever may be the foundation 
of moral obligation, that without it no ſuch obli- 
gation can ſubſiſt. For let us conſider the grounds 
of moral obligation ſu ggeſted by different writers 


on this ſubject; moſt of which are indeed very 


ſufficient cauſes and motives of right behaviour; 
but all of them require this additional motive, 
the conviction of conſcience that ſuch behaviour 
is right. If (with one ſet of philoſophers) we 
ſuppoſe that each man's own private happineſs i is 
the proper object of his principal regard; and that 
we are therefore oblig'd to a virtuous conduct be- 
cauſe it bids faireſt to make us happy; Or (if with 
another) we conclude that the publick welfare 
and common good ought to be the end of our 
views and purſuits, and that our obligation to 
practiſe virtue ariſes from it's tendency to pro- 

| mote 
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mote the greateſt and moſt general happineſs ; S ERM. 
In either caſe we muſt refer to the inward appro- VI. 
bation of the mind, before we can make out a 
complete obligation. When a man ſees and is 
convinc'd that is his duty to promote his own 
greateſt happineſs, though by the loſs of preſent 

eaſe and pleaſure ; or to advance the publick good 

at the expence of his private intereſt 3 he will of 
courſe perceive that he is ſtrictly obliged to what- 

ever conduct has the greateſt tendency to bring 
about thoſe ends. But unleſs he was thus 
convinc'd that they are the fitteſt objects of his 

| purſuits and endeavours, he would not be under 

a moral obligation to uſe the means by which 

they might be attain'd. His own approbation 

of them as ends which he ought to intend is ne- 
ceſſary to make them obligatory to him. If (again) 

this obligation is ſuppos'd to ariſe from the fitneſs 

and relations of actions and things, it wants the 
further aſſiſtance of a clear perception and con- 
{cientious conviction, that it is our duty to act 
ſuitably to this fitneſs, and theſe relations, be- 

fore it can be really and effectually binding. 

And thoſe who reſolve all moral obligation 


into 


On the teſtimony. of conſtientt. © 


SERM. into the will of God, ſhou'd remember, that 


without the perſuaſion of conſcience that it is the 
duty of a free and reaſonable creature to obey the 
divine will, no obligation to fuch obedience can 
be made out. No one indeed who has juſt no- 


tions of the nature and perfections of God, and 


to whom his will is truly repreſented and fairly 
propos'd, can doubt of his own obligation to ob- 
ſerve and practiſe it: As he will both perceive it 
to be in every particular agreeable to the unbi- 
aſs d judgment of his own mind; And as more- 
over his conſcience wou'd approve of an unre- 
ſerv d ſubmiſſion to all the commands of a per- 
fectly wiſe and good Being, the juſt and gracious 
governor of the Univerſe; though his under- 
ſtanding ſhou'd not be able to diſcern the neceſ- 
ſity or the reaſon of them all. But ſuppoſing 
a man to be miſled into wrong conceptions of the 
Deity ; taught for inſtance (as multitudes have 
been taught) to regard him not as an equitable 
and kind, but as a capricious and arbitrary ru- 
ler; commanding and ſorbidding without regard 
to reaſon, and rewarding and puniſhing without 
regard to deſert; Such a one wou'd not ſurely 

be 
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be morally, or in point of duty obliged to obey SERM. 
the will of a Being of whom he conceiv'd in ſuch "_ 
a manner ; any further than his own judgment 
and conſcience approv'd and determin'd it to be 
right. | 

Nothing is here meant to diſparage, or wea- 
ken the force of any of the foremention'd induce- 
ments to a virtuous conduct; they are all good 
and ſufficient otives to it: Though from the union 
of them all perhaps, a complete and perfect moral 
obligation can only be eftabliſh'd. But whether 
confider'd ſeparately or united, our perception 
and conviction that they are real and true 
grounds of obligation is neceſſary to make them 
ſuch to us. We are bound to act both in fuch 
a manner, and upon ſuch principles, as the judg- 
ment and perſuaſion of our own minds {that can- Proverbs xx. 
ale which the Lord hath lighted up in them) ſin- 2 
cerely and deliberately approves. To perform 
ſuch actions as we think to be good and right; j 
and to perform them becauſe we think them fo. 4 
We may ſee different reaſons for forming this ö | 


judgment of them; But that we do judge them 
ſuch, is a circumſtance eſſentially neceffary to q 
I the 

| 
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On the teſtimony of conſcience. 


SE RM. the completion of any moral obligation to yr 
form them. | 


Thus much I thought proper to premiſe with 


a view to convince you, that it is the adherence 
to the ſincere dictates of conſcience, and a ſtrict 
obedience to it's determinations, which can alone 
ſtamp the mark of virtue on all our deſigns and 
actions. I am now to ſhew you, that the teſti- 
mony of our conſciences, that we have thus ho- 
neſtly follow'd their directions, is a reaſonable 
and ſubſtantial cauſe of the moſt perfect and 
moſt durable joy. 

One previous obſervation only give me leave 
to make, on the infinite importance of which it 
is to us, not to be deceiv'd as to the nature of that 
teſtimony of conſcience which is to be the ground 
of our rejoicing. We are but too apt to deceive 
ourſelves in this caſe; and yet fatal will be the 
conſequences of an error which in our ſituation 


cannot be innocent. The religious and moral ob- 


ligations of all men are proportionate to that 


Eknowlege of their duty which they have or might 


have obtain d. They in particular (as hath 
juſt been obſerv'd) who have right notions of 
| | the 
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the attributes, and a clear knowlege of the SE RM. 


will of God, will feel themſelves ſtrongly admo- 
niſh'd to obſerve it by zhe lau written in 
their hearts. This is the caſe of all Chriſtians 
who are allow'd the uſe of their bibles. The 
ſyſtem of truths contain'd in them they as Chriſ- 
tians believe to be a revelation from heaven; and 
they will find it on the fulleſt examination a ſyſ- 
tem worthy of God to revele, and of man to re- 
ceive: A religion defign'd and calculated by it's 
all-wiſe and benevolent author to lead his free 
and reaſonable creatures to the greateſt and moſt 
laſting happineſs. Such a religion therefore thus 
known and approv'd becomes an invariable rule 
of life and manners; an unerring guide and di- 
rector to conſcience ; which has now no other 


buſineſs left upon it's hands, but to enquire with 


attention and impartiality, into the true ſenſe and 
genuine meaning of this religion: So far at leaſt 
as relates to that behaviour, which it enjoyns and 
recommends to us. And this is ſo planely laid 
down in the new teſtament, that the moſt inex- 
cuſable negligence only can overlook, or the moſt 


wilfull perverſeneſs miſtake it. Sobriety, righte- 
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8 ERM. 
VII. 


Acts xxiv. 16. 


On the teſtimony of conſcience. 


ouſneſs, godlineſs ; the love of God and one ano- 
ther are in every page of the goſpels declar'd to 
be the whole duty of man. He (in particular) who 
aſſures us that our rejoicing is the teſtimony of our 
conſcience, acquaints us at the ſame time what they 
mult teſtify to ſecure to us this joy. Our rejoi- 
cing is this, the teſtimomy of our conſcience that 
in fmplicity and godly fincerity we have had our 
converſation in the world. And in his defence 
before Felix the apoſtle gives the ſame account 
of the teſtimony of his conſcience. Herein (faith 
he) do 1 exerciſe myſelf, to have always a conſcience 
void of offence towards God, and towards men. 
We ſee then what kind of teſtimony St. Paul's 
conſcience bore him; that he truly and ſincerely 
endeavour'd throughout the uniform tenor of his 
life and converſation to obey the whole will of 
God; and to perform all his duties to the utmoſt 
of his power both to his maker, and his fellow 
creatures. And by a ſimilar conduct we muſt 
engage our conſciences to afford us the like teſ- 


timony, if we expect the ſame ſatisfaction from 


their evidence. One man's conſcience may wit- 
neſs that he is orthodox in his faith; another's 
1 that 


2 
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that he is exact in the forms and externals of reli- SE RM. 
gion; A third may be well affur'd that he performs 58 
ſome duties with regularity and conſtancy; and a 

fourth may ſatisfy himſelf for the breach of all, 

with the teſtimony of his conſcience that with 

much confidence he relies on the merits of his re- 
deemer, and thinks that confidence ſufficient to 

Juſtify and fave him. 

But if our conſciences can allege nothing 
further in our behalf it wou'd be happy were it 
poſſible for us to buy off their evidence. When 
we come upon our trials they will be fairly but 
cloſely examin'd ; and this examination will in- 
fallibly detect our ſelf-deluſion and hypocriſy. 
For they will certainly teſtify, that by our wil- 
full violations of their injunctions, our repeted 
neglects of their remonſtrances, and diſregard of 
their admonitions, we had grievouſſy harraſs'd 
and ſorely wounded them; that though by theſe 
repeted ſtrokes they were become in ſome mea- 
ſure callous, (their finer feelings being blunted and 
deſtroy'd ;) yet as they cou'd not wholly diveſt 
themſelves of, nor yet be eaſy under the painfull 
ſenſe of guilt, they were forc'd for the fake of 

> preſent 


4 


> 
4. 
/ 
# 


2 
On tbe alien of conſcience. 


SE RM. preſent eaſe, to babe recourſe to theſe erroneous 


opinions, and 


alſe interpretations of ſcripture; 
to quiet their remorſe, and allay their fears: 
That they ſhou'd never have receiv'd ſuch falla- 
cies, hãd they not been firſt blinded and enſlav'd 
by thoſe appetites and paſſions, which ought to 
have been ſubject to their direction and con- 
troul: And that even at laſt they had enter- 
tain'd ſuch notions, rather as what they hop'd 
poſſibly might, than as what in their moſt ſerious 
hours of reflection they believ'd really were true. 
his heavy charge founded in truth and fact, 
will be fully prov'd againſt all thoſe Chriſtians 
who have endeavour'd to find in the holy ſcrip- 
tures any allowances for vice and immorality, by 
the zhou/and witneſſes within their breaſts : and 
the Almighty judge will pronounce a ſentence, 
which (far from giving them cauſe of rejoicing) 
will condemn them to everlaſting chains, and 
priſons from which there is no releaſe. 


But if with St. Paul's our conſciences can tef- 
tify, that we have ſincerely, and (as far as human 
infirmity wou'd permit) effectually endeavour'd 


ta 
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to practiſe whatever we knew to be our duty SER M. 
without partiality or reſerve; we have then in- 588 
deed a ſure ground of rejoicing ; A joy which no John xvi. 22. 
man taketh from us: A joy which if we poſſeſs, 

we want little more; and if we want, we can but 

ill reliſh any other. This is in reality that cor- 

dial drop which infus'd into the cup of mortality, 

will add freſh flavor to it's richeſt draught, and 
overcome the bitterneſs of the moſt unſavoury : 

This is that true riches, that eternal poſſeſſion, 

which unlike all other wealth will ſupport and 

comfort us at our lateſt hour; will accompany 

us to, yea and beyond the grave; and will even 

engage the all juſt judge at the laſt great hear- 


ing and general aſſize to award in our favor his 
final decree. 
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In order to place the advantages of a good 
conſcience in the ſtrongeſt and faireſt point of 
view, it may be proper to conſider the ſweet ö 
complacency and exquiſite ſatisfaction which 
it adds to a proſperous eſtate; the firm ſup- 
port it affords in an adverſe; the relief it can 
adminiſter at the hour of death ; and the cou- 


rage 
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SERM. rage it will inſpire at the day of judgment, 
VII. But as it wou'd take up too much time at 


preſent to enlarge on theſe particulars, they 
muſt be reſerv'd for the ſubject of a future diſ- 


courſe. 


755 SERMON 


On the teſtimony of conſcience, 


SERMON IL 


SCAR is 


OUR REJOICING IS THIS, THE TESTIMONY OF 
OUR CONSCIENCE. 


tempted to convince you, that the Apoſtle's 
aſſertion of the teſtimony of conſcience being a 
proper cauſe of rejoicing, is ſo certainly and 
ſtrictly true; that there are indeed no other rea- 
ſonable grounds of a religious and moral joy: As 
the compliance with the ſincere perſuaſion and 
unbiaſs d judgment of our own minds, is the 
very quality which gives the virtuous color to all 
our deſigns and actions. 

I then endeavour'd to guard you againſt any 
dangerous miſtakes in a point ſo important, by 
referring you to St. Paul himſelf; and conſulting 
his account of the nature of that teſtimony of 
conſcience, which he declares to have been his 


rejoicing. 


103 


N in a former diſcourſe on theſe words I at- S ERM. 


VIII. 


| 
| 


IMF 
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SE RM. rejoicing. And I am now to ſhew you that ſuch 


VIII. 


a teſtimony as he deſcribes is indeed a rational 
and well-grounded cauſe of the moſt complete 
and perfect ſatisfaction. 

This I ſhall' endeavour to do by repreſenting 
the heightned happineſs it beſtows on proſperity ; 
the firm ſupport it affords in adverſity; the re- 
lief it can adminiſter at zhe Hour of death ; and the 
courage it will inſpire at zhe day of judgment. It 
may by ſome perhaps be imagin'd, that the com- 


forts of a good conſcience, are of little conſe- 


quence in the ſeaſon of proſperity, and amidft the 


pleaſures of abundance ; and that the various en- 
joyments attending ſuch a ſtate are able to ſilence 
the clamors of remorſe, and ſtifle the accuſations 
of our own hearts. But Superficial obſervers a- 
lone can think in this manner ; The diſcerning 
eye ſees, and the guilty heart feels the Contrary. 
But the ſubject of this diſcourſe does not lead 
me to conſider the large abatements which an 
evil conſcience will make, in ſumming up the 
account of worldly happineſs; It is my preſent 
more agreeable employment to deſcribe the ex- 
quiſite delight which a ſelf- improving mind can 
| add 
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add to the external advantages of proſperity : But SER M. 


what penſil can emulate the brightneſs of the 
ſolar beam ? or what tongue can expreſs the 
heart felt joy of that applauding conſcience, which 
enlivens, comforts, and chears the ſoul with an 
influence not leſs beneficial and benign, than the 
vegetating grain, and the teeming earth receive 
from the warmth of meridian ſuns. 


Repreſent to your imaginations an upright and 
uniformly good man, happy in his conſtitution 
and circumſtances, his relations and friendſhips ! 


Muſt not ſuch as theſe be his pleaſing, his joyfull 
reflections? Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and forget 


not all his benefits | Every day will I bleſs him, and 


praiſe his name for ever and ever: For in Him I ags «ii. 28. 


tive, and move, and have my being. His gift is my 
ſound and undiſturb'd intellect; my unbroken 
and vigorous health: His voice bids the blood flow 
pure and temperate through my veins ; His hand 
hath brach'd the well-compacted nerves. It is he 
alſo who hath bleſſed my increaſe : From his 
bounty I and mine enjoy all the comforts and 
conveniencies of life; and the exquiſite delight 
of relieving thoſe who want them. But How ſhall 
__—_ I thank 
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SE R M.T thank him for his ſocial bleſſings? For the virtu- 


VIII. 


Pſalm exlv. 


9 


ous woman who hath been a crown to her huſband; the 
wiſe ſons who have made a glad father ; the daugh- 
ters who have done virtuoufly ; and the faithfull 
Friend who hath been the medicine of my life. Iam 
indeed unworthy of the leaſt of his favors ; but I 
truſt not altogether ungratefull for them : My 
conſcience reminds me of many failings, many 
imperfections ; but it acquits me of all deliberate 
and habitual diſobedience to the commands of 
my gracious and bounteous benefactor : His bleſ- 
ſings I endeavour to employ to his glory, and 
the happineſs of my fellow-creatures; I therefore 
humbly hope they will be continued tome: The 
beſt and greateſt of them, that inward peace 
which gives this true reliſh to all my outward 
comforts, cannot but through my own fault be 
taken from me; And for the reſt I will rely 
without one miſgiving doubt, on the power and 
goodneſs of that Almighty protector, whoſe fa- 
vor I have fo largely experienc'd ; whoſe tender 


 mercies are over all his works ; and whoſe pecu- 


Rom. viii, 28. liar providence maketh all things work together 


for good to them that love and ſerve him. Bleſs 


him 
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bim therefore again O my ſoul! and all that is SE RM. 
within me bleſs his holy name J VIII. 


From the pleaſing contemplation of this hap- 
py faint, let us turn our eyes to a different ob- 
Jet; and while we behold the diſtreſſes of fuf-- 
fering virtue, let us attend to it's ſecret comforts. 
We imagine perhaps yon poor, infirm, indigent 
creature to be. one of the unhappieſt among the 
race of mortals; loaded as he is at once with 
every ill under which human infarmity may be 
ſuppos'd to ſuccumb. But he ſeems if we ob- 
ſerve him more narrowly to riſe ſuperior to his 
weight of woe; and though he begins with 
complaint, he ends with exultation. MVaked (he 
crys) came 1 out of my mother's womb, and naked 
ſhall I return thither : This laſt ſad ſtroke hath 
ſtripp'd me of all. The poor remains which a 
ſeries of ill-ſucceſs had hitherto ſpar d, are now 
at length totally exhauſted ; and the hard cen- 
{ures of a cruel world which never acquits the 


unfortunate, point the ſtings of poverty with 
double ſharpneſs. Yet all were little cou'd I en- 
dure it alone: But how ſhall I ſupport my chil- 

P 2 dren's 
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SERM. dren's ruin? The bare apprehenſion of it hath 


VIII. 


ſunk their beloved mother to an untimely grave; 
and can I behold the fad reality? How have I 
deſerv'd this accumulated wretchedneſs ? 
Deſerv'd ! I have not deſerv'd it. Unavoid- 
able misfortunes, and unforeſeen diſappoint- 
ments, not defign'd diſhoneſty, or deliberate 
vice have involv'd me in this diſtreſs. Before 
the Almighty I proſtrate myſelf ; and repent in 
duſt and aſhes : For how can man be juſtified with 
God? But though conſcious of many frailties 
and failings, my heart hath been ſtedfaſt in it's 
purpoſe of obedience to him ; I have liv'd in no 
courſe of known and wilfull fin; and have tru- 
ly repented my occaſional tranſgreſſions : And 
wretched as my condition is, I wou'd not change 
it for an earthly diadem at the price of offending 
my heavenly Father. Robb'd as I am of every 
oe nr comfort, I will not remove my integrity 
from me; my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long 
as I live, And may I not then hope for favor 
from him to whom the ſecrets of that heart are 


known ? May I not gd that he loveth while he 


chaſtenetb 
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chafteneth me, and ſcourgeth with intention to re- 8 E 8 


ceive me? 

Why art thou then caſt down O my ſoul ? and 
why art thou diſquieted within me ? Hope thou in 
God. To him who executeth judgment for the op- 
preſſed JI will commit my cauſe ; To him who giveth 
food to the hungry will I look for ſupport; and to 
his care will I entruſt my deareft children, who 


ſaith by the mouth of his holy prophet ; Leave Jerem. ix. 


zhy fatherleſs children; I will preſerve them alive. 


Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? Hath he Numb. wii. 


ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? God is not 
a man that he ſhow'd lie: His providence is an 
inexhauſtible fund; his promiſe an aſſurance of 
ſucceſs: How then cou'd I repine at my own 


inability to provide for thoſe whoſe guardian and 
Father is GOD? 


Thus are the bleſſings of proſperity enhanc'd, 
and the ſorrows of adverſity diminiſh'd by the 
reflections which an approving conſcience can 
ſuggeſt, But it's value will be ſtill more con- 
ſpicuous, if we conſider the comfort it will af- 
ford us in our laſt great conflict at the hour of 

death. 


109 


19. 
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SER M. death. When we come to lye upon that laſt 
VIII. hed from which we muſt be rais'd by ſtrength 
| not our own, we ſhall then begin to know the 

full worth, and infinite importance of a quiet 
conſcience. All the riches and honors, the de- 
lights and pleaſures of this world are for ever de- 
parting; The world itſelf recedes and diſappears. 
The cloſeſt and deareſt connexions of nature and 
affection are burſting aſunder; and the tears 
and lamentations of our ſorrowing friends wound 
our fouls with even ſharper anguiſh, than the 
dying body ſuffers from the diftemper's unre- 
mitting rage. The alarming thought of an im- 
mediate appearance before an Almighty Being 
of ſuch perfect purity, cannot but affect even the 
pious ſoul with awfull apprehenſions of it's ap- 
proaching change. Trembling we ſtand upon 
the verge of both worlds; and the teſtimomy of 
our conſciences that in fimplicity and godly finceri- 
ty we have had our converſation in that we are 
leaving, can alone enable us to quit it with calm- 
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neſs ; and chearfully to remove to that which 
lies before us. And this teſtimony will indeed 
encourage us to meet our laſt hour, not only 

without 
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without terror, but with comfort and joy. If our 8 ERM. 
hearts after a fair and impartial examination can 2 
clearly teſtify, that we have /o believ'd the doc- 
trines, as to have obeyed the precepts of the goſpel; 
that our lives have either been innocent from any 
great offence throughout their whole happy courſe, 
or that we have truly repented that part of them 
which was otherwiſe ; that we rely on the mercy 
of our Creator and the merits of our Redeemer 
for the pardon of our forſaken not continued fins 
and the acceptance of our ſincere though imper- 
fect endeavours; I our hearts thus approve us, 
we are clad with armor of proof; and may 
boldly march on to face the grim tyrant, and 
defy his dart, and deſpiſe his ſting. For what 
(faith the true Chriſtian) what 5s thy fling 0 
Death ? Is it not fir ? But fin repented of hath 
ſtung in vain: The blood of Chriſt hath heal'd 
the wounds it made. And where O Grave thy 
victory? Thanks be to God ! the victory is ours; 
through him who by dying vanquiſh'd death; 
and by his riſing again ſecur'd our immortality. 
To him then my Faithfull Creator, and mercifull 


ſaviour 


1 
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S ERM. 
VIII. 


Pet. im, 10. 
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ſaviour will I commit my ſoul; He will not leave 
it in hell: My fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope. I will 
lay me down in peace and ſleep ; till at the ſound 
of the laſt trump I awake with his likeneſs, and riſe 
again to eternal glory. 

To this laſt dread ſcene then let us turn our 
eyes; and ſee whether a good conſcience can af- 
ford us a refuge, when the earth and the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up. Nothing elſe 


will then ſtand us in any ſtead. Senſual delights. 


and worldly cares may for a time ſo engroſs the 
mind, that it ſhall not feel the want of it's own 
approbation. Men of natural- high ſpirits and 
ſanguine hopes may a while perhaps ſupport ad- 
verſity, though deſtitute of this inward comfort ; 

And ſtupidity and total irreligion on the one 

hand, or enthuſiaſm and miſapplied ſcripture on- © 
the other, may ſometimes make thoſe paſs eaſily 
out of the world, who have liv'd very far from 
unblameably in it. But in that day when God 


ſhall judge the ſecrets of men, nothing ſhall avail 


them but a pure conſcience. hen all nations 


are gathered together, the judgment ſet, and the 


books opened, the dead ſhall be judged out of the 
things 
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things which are written in the books, according to 8 ER M. 
their works. 3 
What their works have been their conſciences 
will teſtify; and their behaviour plainly declare; 
But the condition of the ſelf-condemn'd, while 
they are awaiting the Judge's ſentence, is not the 
ſubject of our preſent conſideration. Let us ob- 
ſerve thoſe who ſtanding on the right hand, 
ſhew by their looks, that heir hearts condemn 
them not, With humble confidence they ap- 
proach their God. They pretend not to perfect 
and unſinning obedience ; but to ſincere repen- 
tance and faith unfeigned. They plead, that 
they are clear of all habitual guilt, and obſtinate 
impenitence; And they infift, that the blood of 
the Lamb hath cleanſed them from the ſtain of 
. their forſaken fins. The Lamb once ſlain, but 
now arbiter of the univerſe allows the truth and 
the force of their plea; But what tongue can ex- 
preſs, what heart can conceive the tranſports that 
ſwell their glowing breaſts, while they hear the 
invitation to eternal bliſs from the mouth of him 
who died to procure it. Well done good and faith- Ma. xx. 
full ſervants; Ye have been faithfull over a few © 


2 things; 


114 
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SERM. things ; J will make ye rulers over many things: 


VIIL. 


Matt. xxv, 
34+ 


I Tim. I. 19. 


Enter ye into the joy of your Lord. Come ye bleſſed 


of my father ; inherit the kingdom prepar'd for you 
from the foundation of the wanks. 


Conſider what hath been ſaid ; for it much 
imports you to conſider it. And may God of 
his infinite mercy ſo influence all our hearts, 
that no allurements of preſent pleaſure, no 
dreams of ambition, or luſt of gain may ever 
prevail on us to be guilty of any thing, that 
{hall deſtroy their peace and confidence towards 
him! But that amidſt all the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, ſtill holding faith 
and a good conſcience, we may at the great day 
of account hear the joyfull ſentence of acquit- 
tal and acceptance pronounc'd by our ſaviour and 
our judge! To whom with his Father and holy 
ſpirit be aſcrib'd all honor and glory, all thanks 


and praiſe now and for ever! 
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2 CORINTH. VI. 6. 
BY PURENESS, BY KNOWLEGE. 


XI the firſt verſe of this chapter, and theSE RM. 
twentieth of the preceding, St. Paul ac- * 
quaints his Corinthian diſciples with the nature 
of the office and employment in which he, and 
his brethren in the ſacred miniſtry were engag'd. 
That their office was of no leſs dignity than that 
Q 2 | of 
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| IX. 


2 Cor. vi. 3. 


4. 


S ERM. 


A Vifitation Sermon. 
of ambaſſadors ſent by the ſon of God, to offer 


to mankind terms of reconciliation with then 
Almighty Creator, and Sovereign Lord ; and 
their employment of no ſmaller importance than 
to be workers together with their bleſſed maſter 
in the proſecution of his benevolent deſign: To 
beſeech the world not to receive this grace of God in 
vain; not to fruſtrate by their perverſeneſs and 
obſtinate infidelity that gracious diſpenſation of 
mercy and pardon, which he at the price of his 
own blood had obtain'd for them, fram his hea- 


venly father. 


The Apoſtle then proceeds to point out the 
qualifications which wou'd be neceſſary for all 
thoſe who either in that, or in ſucceeding ages, 
ſhou'd be ſet apart for the continuance of this 
ſalutary work; the preaching this word of re- 
conciliation. Giving no offence faith he in any 
thing ; leſt if any part of our conduct ſhou'd be 
found deſerving of cenſure, the miniſtry itſelf 
through the fault of the miniſters night be blam d. 
Nor muſt they be contented he farther aſſures 
them with a bare abſtaining from evil, a mere 


negative virtue; hut muſt in all things approve 
themſelves 
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themſelves as miniſters of God. And then he 8 ER M. 
enumerates a long and ſhining catalogue of gra- * 
ces, all which wou'd be requiſite on various oc- 
caſions, and in different circumſtances to the due 
execution of the ſacerdotal office, Some of them 
were principally and more immediately neceſſary 
during the infancy of Chriſtianity, and the per- 
ſecution of it's profeſſors; and eſpecially of it's 
teachers. Of others the nature and excellence 
is ſuch, that in no period of time, nor amidſt 
any advantages of worldly eſtabliſhments can the 
true church of Chriſt be ſafe and flouriſhing, if 
its miniſters are deſtitute of their benign influ- 
ence. Of the latter ſort are the qualifications 
mention'd'in the text. _ 

Purity of heart and of manners, and a due 
proportion of ſacred knowlege are fo eſſential to 
the clerical functions and character, that as he 
who is endued with both can hardly fail of 
worthily executing his important office; ſo he = 
who is greatly wanting in either of them, will | 
in vain attempt to compenſate for the deficiency | 
by any other accidental a | 

The | 
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 SERM. Theſe latter may if rightly applied, adorn the 
— 


outward appearance of the church and her mini- 
ſters; as well fancied ornaments and a becoming 
attire may make the lovelieſt perſon appear more 
lovely. But in the former conſiſts the true and 
ſimple beauty of the ſpiritual body; As color, 
proportion, expreſſion, and grace complete that 
of the natural: unaſſiſted by drapery, and un- 
aided by art. 

The word *Ayirys here render'd pureneſe, 
though in it's frequent and common acceptation 
it is us'd to expreſs the ſingle virtue of chaſtity, 

yet in it's primary and original ſenſe fignifies pu- 
rity in the abftraft; purity univerſal ; and is 

therefore properly applied to the whole of life 

and manners, The term Tb though it uſu- 

ally means knowlege in general or of every kind, 

is doubtleſs in this place deſign'd to denote 

knowlege of that nature and fort which is moſt 

immediately requiſite for the work of the mini- 
ſtry. And in diſcourſing further on theſe words I 
ſhall beg leave after a ſhort reflection on the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of a regular behaviour and general 
good life, to the due execution of our holy func- 
tion, 
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tion, Fir}, to point out ſome particular virtues, S ERM. 
a proficiency in which, wou'd I apprehend ren- _— 
der us and our preaching moſt acceptable, and 
moſt ſerviceable to our people; and Secondly, to 
mention ſome branches and parts of knowlege, 
which ſeem moſt neceſſary and uſefull to us, as 
teachers and miniſters in the church of Chriſt. 

Unto the wicked ſaith God what haſt thou to do pram l. 16, 
to declare my ſtatutes ? Or that thou ſhouldſt take © 
my covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hateſt in- 
ftruftion and caſteſt my words behind thee. Thou Romans ii. 
therefore art inexcuſable O Man ! whoſoever thou * MOL: 
art, who teacheſt another, and teacheſt not thy- 
felf : Thou who knowe/} God's will, and art a guide 
of the blind; a light of thoſe which are in dark- 
neſs, an inſtructor and a teacher, through break- 
ing the law diſhonoreſt thou God? How ſtriking 
and unanſwerable are the reproots here levell'd 
againſt thoſe preachers of the Jewiſh Law who 
practis'd not agreeably to what they knew and 


taught! But with how much greater force do 
they upbraid and ſtrike dumb the wicked and im- 
moral miniſters of the goſpel! The heart which 
can harden itſelf againſt theſe expoſtulations is 


_ incapable 
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5E RM. incapable of being ſoften'd' by any human effotts. 
IX. But the impoſſibility that he ſhou'd reach his 
people with authority, who acts in a manner 
which muſt render him the object of their con- 
tempt; And the certainty from the experienc'd 
| power of example above that of precept, that 
| ſuch an one, though he cou'd ſpeak with the tongue 
of men and angels, wou'd yet undo by his life all 
his preaching had done; Theſe things are ſo 
i evident to the moſt ſuperficial obſervers, that it is 
1 needleſs to enlarge further on them. And it is 
ſo alſo {I perſuade myſelf) for a more agreeable 
reaſon : That the regular lives and good morals 
of the Clergy in general leave little occaſion for 
admonitions on this head, I proceed therefore 
to point out ſome particular qualities, the culti- 
vation and exertion of which wou'd I conceive 
derive a very beneficial influence to our public 
teaching, and other miniſterial labors. 
Every excellence ſhone out in that divine per- 
beter Il. 21. fon who in all points I/ us an example, that we 
ſhou'd follow his ſteps. Yet were there ſome vir- 
tues in that pattern of Univerſal perfection pe- 
culiarly conſpicuous, and eminent above the reſt ; 
41 And 
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And which too he recommended with emphati-S E RM. 
cal earneſtneſs to the imitation of his followers. IX. 
Learn of me (ſaith he) for I am meek and lowly Matt. xl. 29. 
in heart. And again; Love one another as I Jonn XV. 12. 
have loved you. Humility and mildneſs of be- 
haviour, with the moſt unbounded benevolence 

to the whole creation of God, were the ſtriking 
features in our bleſſed Saviour's character; and 

the ſubjects of his conſtant exhortations to his 

hearers. Theſe virtues in that degree in which 

he practis'd and enjoyn'd them are indeed pecu- 

liar to his religion; and ought therefore to be 
cultivated with particular care by all the pro- 

feſſors of that religion; and with ſtill greater 
affection (were it only in reſpect to mere propri- 

ety of behaviour) by it's miniſters and teachers. 

Regard alſo to the ſucceſs of our miniſtry ſhou'd 

engage us earneſtly to aſpire after thoſe graces, 

which by their natural tendency will moſt effec- 

tually promote it, To preach the word, to be in- 2 Tim. IV. 3. 
fant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; to reprove, rebuke, 

exhort ; to conſole or alarm, ſooth or awaken the 
conſciences of our people, as their different caſes 

and circumſtances may require; All this is our 


R bounden 
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S ERM. bounden duty and proper buſineſs. And reaſon 


IX. 


Philip. II. 5. 


and experience concur in convincing us, that no- 
thing can contribute to our ſucceſsful execution 
of theſe difficult offices, ſo much as the conſtant 
exertion of thoſe amiable qualities which will re- 
commend us to the fections of thoſe with whom 
we are concern'd. Barely to mention the influ- 
ence which a courteous carriage and ſweetneſs of 
behaviour has even over the moſt perverſe and 


untractable diſpoſitions ; and the diſguſt which 


an overbearing and churliſh manner will give to- 
perſons of the beſt and calmeſt tempers ; juſt (I 
fay) to mention the different conſequences of 
theſe different deportments, is ſufficient I hope to 
engage all thoſe, whoſe particular duty it is, to do 
all poſſible good to the ſouls of their brethren, to 
practiſe thoſe virtues which will render their ſpiri- 
tual labors moſt beneficial, by making their per- 
ſons moſt acceptable. 

Nor muſt we think it ſufficient to behave with 
cold civility and outward ſmoothneſs to our 
people. The ſame mind muſt be in us, which was 
in Chrift Jeſus. What manner of ſpirit he was 
of we cannot be ignorant without ignorance of 

the 
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the bible. If we conſult the goſpels, there ſhall s E RM. 
we find in his preaching.the law, in his life the IX. 
pattern of benevolence: Of a charity unheard 
and. unthought of before his coming ; and only 
to be practis d on the principles he hath taught 
us. And if our hearts are warm'd with a fin- 
cere deſire to follow the example which he 
hath given us, we ſhall want no other admoni- 
tion, nor any ſtronger incitement to perform 
our clerical duties with conſtancy and zeal. 
This diſpoſition will induce us all in our diffe- 
rent ſtations and capacities, to labor with un- 
feign'd and unabating earneſtneſs to ſet forward 
the ſalvation of all men; and more eſpecially of 
thoſe who are committed to our charge : It will 
engage us to perform all the parts of our function, 
not becauſe we are obliged to perform them by 
human laws, or through fear of incurring the 
cenſure of our ſuperiors; but out of an earneſt 
deſire to inſtruct, improve, and confirm our peo- 
ple in the practice of univerſal virtue, as the only - 
method of attaining} eternal happineſs: It will 
engage thoſe of us whom providence hath ble{'d 
with the happy ability, to abound in all works of 
R 2 mercy 
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8 ER M. mercy and charitable offices to the fick, the 


IX. 


needy, and the diſtreſs'd which are among us: 
It will diſpoſe the divine whoſe talents and at- 
tainments enable him to oppoſe gainſayers, and 
to vindicate the cauſe of his ſaviour and his 
truth; to remember while he earneſtly contends 


for the faith, that the wrath of man worketh not 


the righteouſneſs of God; and to be more carefull 


to preſerve the meekneſs of heavenly wiſdom, 


than to wound with the ſharpneſs of human wit : 
It will influence thoſe who are unfortunately 
compell'd by the iniquity of others and their own 
neceſſities, to have recourſe to legal methods for 
the recovery of their juſt rights, to maintain the 


peacefull ſpirit of the goſpel amidſt the ſtrife and 


_ contentions of the law; and to put an end to the 


latter by the gentle efficacy of the former, when- 
ever any reaſon ble terms of accommodation ſhall 
be propos'd, or accepted. Ina word ; this bene- 
volent and heavenly temper will naturally diffufe 
throughout our whole conduct and behaviour 


ſuch gentleneſs and candor, ſuch compaſſion and 


charity, as cannot fail of having an effect even 
on the moſt perverſe and refractory nature; and 


of 
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of engaging our hearers to attend to and love that SER M. 


doctrine, of which they behold ſuch amiable 
fruits. 


Another virtue (and the only one I ſhall at 
preſent mention) which I conceive muſt have a 


great influence on our people, is ſuch a modera- 
tion with reſpect to the good things of this 
world, and ſuch a degree of heavenly mindedneſs, 
as may convince them, that we are ourſelves 
thoroughly ſenſible of the infinite difference be- 
tween things temporal and things eternal; and 
fully perſuaded of the certainty of the latter. 
Too much is doubtleſs expected from us in this 
particular both by enthuſiaſts, and by thoſe who 
repine at our legal eſtabliſhment ; as though we 
had not the ſame natural wants to be ſupply'd, 
or the ſame innocent deſires to be gratify'd with 
other men. A decent competence according to 
our merits, and our order and ſtation in the 
church, is our due both by the laws of God and 
man. It is highly reaſonable alſo for thoſe who 
have families to make a moderate proviſion for 


them out of the profits of that profeſſion, to which 
FTF ith- 
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IX. 


Matt. VI. 21. 
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(withdrawing themſelves from all other em- 
ployments) they have devoted their whole lives 
and labors. But when this is done, nothing can 
excuſe any further ſolicitude for worldly riches. 
There is no evil diſpoſition more ſeverely cen- 
ſur'd in the goſpel, than the deſire of amaſſing 
immoderate wealth: here our treaſure is, our 
hearts are ſure to be alſo: And if our whole at- 


_ tention is engag'd in /aying up treaſures upon 


earth, how can we be believ'd to place our chief 
truſt, and hope, and delight in God? If we take 


anxious thought not only for the morraw, but for 


far diſtant years, which we may probably never 


ſee, with what face can we exhort our hearers to 
ſeek Fir/t the kingdom of God and his righteouſ- 
neſs ? And if we whoſe buſineſs it is to ſtudy and 


underſtand the evidence of our religion, and the 


nature of the happineſs it promiſes, can yet neg- 
lect all it's exhortations to liberality and charity, 
contempt of the world, and heavenly affection, 
through a ſordid: deſire of hoarding up heaps of 
uſeleſs gold; how ſhall we far from converting 
Zhoſe who are without, afford grounds of ſuſpicion 


that we do not ourſelves firmly believe the doc- 
trines 
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trines we preach | What advantage ſhall we give & ERM. 
to the enemies of our faith! And what offence to I. 
our weaker brethren | ; 
May the woe denounc'd againſt all thoſe by 
whom ſuch offences come, awaken all to rale Luke x1. 
heed and beware of covetouſneſs ! a vice the moſt 7 
oppoſite to the Genius of Chriſtianity ; and con- 
ſequently moſt inconſiſtent with the character of 
Clergymen. 

But the time reminds me to proceed in the Se- II. 
cond place to mention ſome branches and parts 
of knowlege, which I apprehend to be of prin- 
cipal uſe to us as teachers and miniſters of the 
Church of Chriſt. 

Science in it's wideſt and moſt comprehenfive 
circle may be render'd ſubſervient to true reli- 
gion ; and every ſpecies of human learning when 
the attainment of judicious and pious perſons, 

will aſſiſt them either to prove, or explain, en- 
force, or adorn ſome part of /acred knowlege. 
But this laſt was doubtleſs meant by the Apoſtle 
in the text; as it alone is ſtrictly ſpeaking the 
knowlege neceflary for the miniſtry : In which 
however we muſt include thoſe preparatory and 
initiatory ſtudies, without which a competent 
{kill 
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SERM. ſkill in our profeſſion cannot be attain'd. Theſe 
IX. 


being acquir'd, the firſt ſtep in Divinity ſhou'd 
naturally be the diligent ſtudy of the holy 
ſcriptures : It wou'd doubtleſs be he fir, did we 
not live in an age which by it's fondneſs for ſcep- 
tical writings, obliges us not only to be well 
grounded in the evidences of natural and revel'd 
religion ; (which every Chriſtian ought to be) 
but to ſtudy and examine, in order to be able 
to anſwer and refute the objections urg'd againſt 
the truth of them. The old ones have been 
vamp'd up anew, and ſet off with all the advan- 
tages of artificial eloquence ; and what is want- 
ing in reaſon and argument, is made up in ſub- 

tilty, and often in ſcurrility. 155 
As miniſters of Chriſt and teachers of his re- 
ligion it wou'd be both criminal and ſcandalous 
in us not to be able to prove the truth of it; and 
to ſhew the weakneſs of the ſophiſtry which is 
urg d againſt it: Nor is the taſk ſo difficult as 
may be imagin'd. In many excellent * perfor- 
mances 


—_—_— 


Several of the anſwers to Lord Bolingbroke's poſthumous works ; and Le- 
land's view of Deiſtical writers: which laſt, written by a diſſenting Clergyman, 
deſerves I am humbly of opinion, the peruſal and praiſe of the clergy of all dene- 


minations, 
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mances publiſh'd within a few years, every dif- & ERM. 
ficulty rais'd to oppoſe Chriſtianity hath been an- * 
ſwer' d with ſuch preciſion and clearneſs, ſuch 
force of reaſon and ſtrength of argument, that it | 
hath receiv'd (as truth always receives) advan- 
tage from examination, and honor by being | 
try d. | | | 
When by a carefull peruſal of ſome of theſe 
writings we are enabled to anſwer the objections 

againſt the reaſonableneſs and certainty of 7he 

hope that is in us, our next employment ſhou'd 

be to read, mark, and digeſt thoſe holy ſcrip- 

tures, in which that hope is revel'd. Beſides 

the general obligation incumbent on all Chriſti- 

ans to ſearch the ſcriptures, we are particularly 

bound to be much converſant in them; As at 

our ordination we ſolemnly engage to apply our- OF. Ordaia. 
ſelves to the fludy of them; out of them to inſtru 
the people committed to our care; and to teach no- 

thing as of neceſſity to eternal ſalvation, but what 

we are perſuaded may be prov'd by them. And 

with good reaſon is this promiſe requir'd from 

us. For from this fountain of truth we muſt 

learn the nature both of God, and of the reli- 
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S E RM. gion he hath revel'd to us in it; and ſhall ſee the 


IX. 


perfection of the one as our utmoſt end and hap- 
pineſs; and of the other as the beſt adapted means 
to attain it. We ſhall from hence perceive and 
ſhall be able to explane to others, the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God in the great ſcheme of ſalvation 
projected before the creation of Man; open'd and 
diſcover'd to different perſons, with different de- 
grees of clearneſs, in ſeveral ages of the world; till 
in the fullneſs of time it was completed by the in- 
carnation and birth of our Redeemer. Hence 
alſo, we ſhall learn to unfold. to our people the 
true and ſpiritual nature of his religion; conſiſt- 
ing in the love of God and man; in the great du- 
ties of piety, righteouſneſs, and charity: And 
enforc'd by the moſt awfull ſanctions, the cer- 


tainty of a judgment to come, and ſubſequent 


rewards and puniſhments. And if to a carefull 
peruſal of theſe holy writings, we add that of 
ſome of thoſe helps for the better underſtanding 
them, of which many excellent ones are extant, 
we {hall perceive the references and applications 
to the different cuſtoms of the age and people 
when * were — d; we ſhall be able to 

diſtinguiſh 
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diſtinguiſh between thoſe inſtructions and deciſi- $ ER M. 
ons which relate to the Chriſtian life in general IX. 
and at all times, and thoſe which were adapted 

to the circumſtances and controverſies of the farſt 

ages of Chriſtianity ; and we ſhall learn (what 

is very neceſſary for us to learn) to explane every 
paſſage of ſcripture, ſo as to make it conſiſtent 

with the general tenor, and all other plain parts 

of it; not founding doctrines, and building ſyſ- 

tems upon fingle and detach'd texts; without 
regard to connexion and coherence, or the main 

drift and deſign of the writer : a practice which 

has given riſe to ſuperſtition and fanaticiſm 'in 
every age; and which at this day ſupports the 
enthuſiaſm of all thoſe who are e. fincere among zhe 


methadiſts. 


And by a due apglication to this repoſitory * 
inſtruction, we ſhall acquire another part of 
knowlege, which I propoſe to mention (in the /a/? 
- place) as eſſentially requiſite for Clergymen: The 
knowlege I mean of the nature and offices, 
the duty and obligations of that profeſſion, to 


which we have devoted ourſelves, in the fight 
of God and his church. 
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SERM. To be ignorant of his own proper buſineſs, is 
IX. ſhamefull and criminal in any man; and the 
crime and the reproach is aggravated in propor- 

tion to the importance of the employment : How 

high then muſt they riſe, when the employment 

AQ XX. 28. undertaken, yet not underſtood, is 20 feed the 
church of God which he hath purchas'd with his 

own blood | What ſtill enhances the blame, is 

the poſſibility and even eaſineſs of acquiring a 
neceſſary knowlege of our ſacerdotal duties. To 

be ſubtile metaphyſicians, or profound divines ; 

to ſhine in the ſchool, or determine from the 

chair, can be the acquiſitions of thoſe few only, 

whoſe genius leads, and whoſe leifure hath ena- 

bled them to excel in thofe departments: But 

to preach the word of God with ſincerity and 

zeal, and to perform the other duties of a paro- 

chial miniſter with aſſiduity and affection, re- 

quires no uncommom reach of abilities; nor any 

Math. X. 1, extraordinary heights of learning. Our bleſſed 
Mark UI. 14, Saviour's inſtruction to his diſciples before he ſent 
Like Ix. , them forth to preach the goſpel ; and thoſe of St. 
Paul in his epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, con- 

tain ſuch rules and directions both for our lives 


and: 
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and teachings, that we cannot fail of gaining SER M. 


from them a complete knowlege of our duty as 
we are miniſters of the catholick church of Chriſt: 
And the obligations incumbent on us as clergy- 
men of the church of England, we ſhall learn 
from a carefull peruſal of her liturgy and articles ; 
her conſtitutions and canons: theſe containing 
the laws by which our miniſtration 1s directed 
and bound. We have valuable illuſtrations and 
comments on them all; and one in particular 
on the laſt mention'd (which perhaps moſt wan- 
ted illuſtration) worthy of it's excellent * author ; 
whoſe life and labors did honor to his function, 
and ſervice to religion. In theſe uſefull works, 
and in many admirable diſcourſes, charges, and 
paſtoral letters addreſs'd by our Biſhops to their 
clergy, and for the general benefit made publick ; 
not only all the parts of our duty, and the ſeveral 
offices of our miniſtry, but the moſt diſcreet and 
Judicious method of performing them, to the 
greateſt edification of our people, are explain'd 

with 


* 'The late Arch-Deacon Sharp. See. his charges on the Canons relating to 
he parochial Clergy. : | 
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SERM. with the utmoſt perſpicuity; and recommended 


IX. 


with the moſt perſuaſive earneſtneſs. 80 that it 
muſt in truth be owing to the moſt inexcuſeable 
inattention if we are ignorant of any particular, 
which as miniſters of the goſpel we ought to know. 
But I am fo far from ſuſpecting thoſe to whom I 
ſpeak of a negligence ſo blameable, that I have 
all along meant to addreſs this imperfect ſketch 
of the knowlege moſt neceſſary for the miniſtry, 


to my younger brethren only; whoſe late admiſ- 


ſion into holy orders may make ſuch hints not 


wholly uſeleſs to them : From others, my ſupe- 
riors in learning and abilities as well as age and 
experience, I ſhall be always deſirous to learn. 
I am abundantly convinc'd they want no advices 
which I am able to offer; And I am I truſt on 
good grounds perſuaded, that they will not ſtand 
in need of admonitions to a practice agreeable to 
their knowlege. Without detaining them there- 
fore with unneceſſary exhortations, I will con- 
clude with theſe words of St. Paul, containing at 
once a ſummary of our duty, and a moſt power- 

full motive to the performance of it: A motive 


which muſt ſtrongly and equally affect the moſt 
ſelfiſh, 
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ſelfiſh, and the moſt benevolent heart: Take heed s ERM. 
unto thyſelf, and unto thy doctrine; for in doing 3 "A 


this thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear **: 
thee. 


A SERMON 
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S E R M ON 

Preach'd at St. NicHoLas's Church in 
Liverpool: 


On Sunday Auguſt 17th, 1760: 
Being the day of the 
ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION, 


For the children educated in the Charity School. 


MATTH. XXV. 40. 


VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, INASMUCH AS YE 
HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF 


THESE MY BRETHREN, YE HAVE DONE IT 
UNTO ME. 


SERM. HERE cannot be a ſtronger or more 
A. powerfull inducement to every good work 
and labor of love, than what our bleſſed Lord 
here offers to our conſideration ; And in order 
to give it it's due weight and full force, it will 
be 
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be proper to recolle& the ſeveral relations in 8 ERM. 
which he ſtands to us: Viewing him in every capa- X. 
city, we ſhall ſee that his acceptance of our good 

works as done unto himſelf, is a moſt affecting 
incitement to be abundant in them. 

As Jeſus Chriſt is our teacher and inſtructer, 
as we profeſs belief in his doctrines, and acknow- 
lege the excellence of his morality, we are to 
the laſt degree unreaſonable and abſurd, if we 
violate or neglect that principal duty which he 
ſo frequently inſiſts on, and ſo earneſtly recom- 
mends: As he is our Lawgiver ſo conſtituted by 
ſupreme authority, we are diſobedient and rebel- 
lious in the higheſt inſtance, if we tranſgreſs that 
great and fundamental law, which every page of 
his goſpels declares to be of univerſal ſorce, and 
perpetually binding. But the argument urg'd by 
our Lord in the text, receives it's greateſt ſtrength. 
and peculiar energy, from conſidering him as he 
is our Redeemer and Mediator; and will hereaf- 
ter be our Judge. 


That ne by the abuſe of that freedom of 
will without which however he had been inca- 


T pable 
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SERM. pable of virtue, became an object of Almighty 
X. wrath; That God thought not fit to forgive his 
fin, nor remit his puniſhment, without ſuch ſatiſ- 

faction to juſtice and the honor of the divine 

Law, as he was wholly unable to make ; That 

to expiate his guilt, and prevent his miſery, Jeſus 

Chriſt the ſon of God undertook in his own per- 

ſon to pay the forfeit he had incurr'd ; That he 

Tim. 11.6, gave himſelf a ranſom for all, and redeem'd the 
whole human race from eternal ruin at the price 

of his moſt precious blood; and having thus ſa- 

tisfied his father's juſtice aſcended up again on 

Hebrews VII. high, where. he ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
os 45; That this mercifull ſaviour and kind medi- 
ator requires with particular and repeted earneſt- 

neſs, that we ſhou'd abound in all acts of charity 

and compaſſion towards our poor and ſuffer- 

ing brethren; declaring that he ſhall look on 

all ſuch as done unto himſelf : Theſe are 


the cleareſt and moſt certain doctrines of that 
revelation which we profeſs to receive as a ſyſ- 
tem of truths deliver'd to us from God. And 
if that profeſſion be made with fincerity and 
ſeriouſneſs, we can want no motives to works of 

mercy 


A Charity Sermon. 
mercy and charity, Do we in good earneſt be- & ERM. 


lieve that the Eternal ſon of God left his throne of 
glory, and his father's boſom ? took upon him 
our nature; in that nature led a poor, deſpis'd, 
perſecuted life, and ſuffer'd a moſt cruel and ig- 


nominious death, to fave us from everlaſting hor- 


rors ? that the weight of our crimes made his ſoul Mart. XXVL 
3 


forrowfull unto death our fins nail'd him to the 
croſs, pierc'd his fide, and extorted from him 


that dolefull cry, My God ! My God ! why Haft Ibid, XXVIL 


thou forſaken me ? That in all this bitter agony 
he died that we might live for ever? And do we 
doubt? do we heſitate whether we ſhall relieve 
and comfort this bleſſed Redeemer, this wonder- 
full Friend? Relief and ſuccour he aſks at our 
hands ; and has ſent his ſubſtitutes to receive it. 
The vicious and vagrant beggars, the idle and 
impoſtor come not indeed from Him; yet to 
theſe we owe the charity of due correction, and 
ſuch wholſome diſcipline as may reform and 
amend them, But the ſick and diſabled, the 
aged and infirm, the widow and the Orphan, 
the priſoner and the ſtranger ; All in ſhort who 
labour under the preſſure of real wants which 
T2 they 


T39 


X. 
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SE RM. they cannot by anyhoneſt methods remove; ALL, 
— * theſe, are meſſengers ſent by our ſaviour 
and Redeemer, to receive ſuch ſupplies to their 

ſeveral neceſſities, as our abilities will permit, 

and our hearts will diſpoſe us to afford to him 

who died to ſave us. If our hearts be not Hard 

. as the nether millſtone, they will overflow with 
tenderneſs and liberality towards his poor and 
diſtreſs'd repreſentatives; and let us not be too 
ſcrupulouſly fearfull of exceeding our ability in 

the aſſiſtance we give them. That indeed as all 

our other expences ought to bear a due propor- 
| tion to the circumſtances of our fortunes, and 
are the demands of our families ; Weare to give 

alms, as well as perform our other duties with 
diſcretion: And difcretion and generoſity are very 
conſiſtent, and may both be conſulted in the ex- 

erciſe of our good works. They who have nuch 

may give at once prudently, and plenteouſiy; and 

are indeed moſt wiſely provident, when moſt ex- 

Prov. xlx. tenſively charitable : for what they give to the poor 
5 they lend to the Lord; and what is ſo given, will 
be one day repaid with large increaſe. They who 

have little may do their *— gladly to give of 

that 
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that little; and if they are mercifull after their 8 E RM. | | 
power, he who eſtimates the benefaction by the X. | 


heart of the donor, not the largeneſs of the pre- 
ſent, will approve and /ove them as chearfull gi- 
vers. The widow's farthing was graciouſly ac- Mz x1. 
cepted ; as well it might from a benefa&reſs *' 7 i 
who was ſo nobly generous, as to give all that ſbe [ 
had, even all her living. But mites will not be | 
accepted from rich widows ; Little will not ſatisfy | 
from thoſe who have much: Let not then the 
narrowneſs of our hearts, or profuſeneſs in our | 
own expences make us turn our backs on our } 
needy brethren ; and in them on our affronted q 
Saviour. His amazing benevolence caus'd him 


to ſuſpend the glory which he had before the world 


was, to procure our pardon and purchaſe our 


= — _ - = 
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happineſs ; and do we refuſe to ſupply the ne- 
ceſſities, and mitigate the pains of his ſuffering 
brethren, which he feels as his own, through the 
fear of diminiſhing the hoarded thouſands we 
neither want, nor can enjoy ? -He endur'd 
through his whole life the ſevereſt hardſhips, and 
underwent at his death the moſt exquifite tor- lj 
tures to deliver us from the bitter pains of eter- \ 

nal 
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SER M. nal gend; And cannot we part with our idle 


X. 


ſu erffurtiea to relieve the real wants which he 


calls his own ? Do we indeed chuſe to furniſh 
out entertainments greater than we can reliſh, 
purchaſe rich apparell more than we can wear, 
keep ſervants and equipages that we do not 
want, and can ſcarce employ ; and ſquander 
away our money on the moſt ridiculous objects, 
and unmanly trifles, rather than feed and cloath, 
conſole and cheriſh his friends, and His brethren 
who ſhed his precious blood for our ſalvation ? 
Is he continually at God's right hand making in- 
terceſſion for us, praying for our repentance, and 
pardon, and eternal happineſs ? And when he 
ſolicites our charity to his indigent brethren, 
and aſſures us he ſhall look on it as ſhewn to 
himſelf, have we either the heart, or the impu- 
dence to reject his ſuit ? I hope we have not. 
I truft that none who hears me has a breaſt fo 
ſteel'd againſt every gratefull ſentiment ; ſo de- 
void of every tender and generous affection. 
But if there be a man form'd of ſuch marble 
materials, let him in time bethink himſelf what 


anſwer he will make to the expoſtulations of his 


injur'd 


= I, 
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injur'd ſaviour, when he ſhall be revel'd from SER NM. 


Heaven in flaming fire. 

Ie believe that he ſball come to be our Fudge, 
Daily we make profeſſion of this faith; and it 
is both agreeable to reaſon, and to the expreſs 
declarations of ſcripture. He to whom the Fa- 


tber hath committed all judgment, aſſures us that jon V. 22. 


when the time appointed for it is come, a very 
ſtrict enquiry will be made into every part of 
our paſt lives and actions; and that particular 
notice will be taken how we have diſcharg'd the 
duties of mercy and charity which we owe to 
eur poor brethren. To ſecure us againſt ever 
forgetting this duty, which indeed the huma- 
nity of our nature ſhou'd excite us to remember, 
he acquaints us that he ſhall efteem our perform- 
ance or neglect of it as kindneſs ſhewn, or re- 
fus'd to himſelf: And Finally, he forewarns us 
of the different conſequences, the infrritely and 
eternally different conſequences, which will attend 
our obſervance, or omiſſion of it. 

And do we really believe his account of this 
matter? Are we ſeriouſly perſuaded that all this 


{hall come to paſs as he hath foretold it ? It we 
do 


2 Theſſal. I. 
Te Deum. 
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SE RM. do believe, let us duly conſider it; and ſurely it 


X. 


will warm the coldeſt heart, and enlarge the nar- 
roweſt and moſt contracted. 
Repreſent to your imaginations that awfull 


ſcene which your eyes muſt one day behold : 


Mat, xxV. Behold rhe Jon of man ſeated on the throne of his 
Dani vu. glory; See all nations gathered before him ; The 


Revel. XX, 
45. 


judgment ſet ; the books open 4. O what wou'd 
we not then give to have recorded in theſe books, 
fuch a liſt of our good works, as might give us a 
reaſonable hope, that our names wou'd be found 
written in the book of life | What will then be the 
condition of the griping miſer, who lov'd his 
gold | better than his God! Or the prodigal 
ſpendthrift who preferr d riot and debauchery, to 
the pleaſures of doing good, and the happineſs 
of heaven! What tongue can deſcribe their ex- 
ceſs of Agony ! what heart can conceive their de- 
ſpair, and diſmay, when the inexorable Judge 
now Saviour no more, pronounces the ſentence 
of eternal woe 

Go ye hard- hearted and unrelenting wretches; 
Ye who cou'd unpitying behold your fellow- 
creature's miſery ; Ve who cou'd ungratefull de- 


oy 
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ny relief to your ſuppliant ſaviour; Go to that SE RM. | 
ſociety for which ye are fit: Go Ye curſed into 3 . | 
everlaſting fire prepar'd for the Devil and his +: 
Angels. 

What on the other hand muſt be the rapture, 
the triumphant joy of thoſe good and faithfull 
fervants, whom the ſmiling Judge invites to hap- 
pineſs, which ſhall never know ſatiety, interrup- 
tion, or end | Come ye bleſſed of my Father; Ye 3+ | 
whoſe hearts cou'd feel for another's woe; whoſe: 
hands ever miniſtred to the neceſſities of your 
brethren; Ye, whoſe love to me induc'd you 1 
for my ſake to love and pray for all mankind, and 
to do good to all to the extent of your ability; 
Come ye, and inberit the kingdom which was pre- 
par'd for ſouls lile yours from the foundation of 
the world. 

What think you (my brethren) muſt be the dif 
ference between the perceptions of theſe two- 
ranks of people ? between the condition of thoſe: 
who ſtand on the right hand, and thoſe on the: | 
left? The difference (you ſay) is beyond compa- a 
riſon; and too great to be expreſs'd ; Indeed it 'Y 
is: And F pray you to remember, that in one of- 


U theſe: 
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SERM. theſe conditions, every one of us muſt ſhortly be. 


. 


And then if we have not humanity enough to 
love our brethren, nor gratitude enough to love 
our ſaviour, we ſhall ſurely have the wiſdom to 
love ourſelves. 

And now what remains but that in few words 
I recommend to you the particular charity which 
this day gives you an opportunity to aſſiſt and en- 
courage? Few indeed are ſufficient to recom- 
mend a deſign calculated to anſwer ſuch laud- 
able purpoſes, as every good Engliſhman and 


fincere Chriſtian cannot but approve and en- 


deavour to promote. If we ſincerely love our 
country, and wiſh it's ſtrength and ſtability, 
it's wealth and grandeur ; we can by no means 
ſo effectually contribute thereto, as by train- 
ing up the riſing generation in ſuch princi- 
ples of religion and virtue, ſuch habits of ſo- 
briety, frugality, and induſtry, as may make 
them good ſubjects, uſefull citizens, and worthy 
members of ſociety; in whatever way of life 
providence ſhall place them. By this excellent 
inſtitution of publick charity ſchools, the num- 
ber and ſupport of which does honor to the na- 
tion, multitudes of children are not only for the 

preſent 
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preſent provided with wholſome and comfortable 8 ERM. | 

food and raiment; but have the means put into &. 

their hands of obtaining them for the remaining 

part of their lives : And inſtead of turning thieves 

and plunderers, the peſt and ſcandal of the com- 

munity in which they live, they become by the 

prudent and uſefull education here beftow'd on 

them, fit to ſerve that community in various ca- 

pacities; as their tempers ſhall incline, and their 

talents enable them. Theſe innocents who now | 

intreat your charitable aſſiſtance, promiſe you | 

to make the moſt advantageous uſe of it, by ac- 

quiring ſuch profitable knowlege, and beneficial 

arts, as will qualify them to be of future ſervice 

to your ſafety, your buſineſs, and your pleaſure: 

They will one day return the bounty you now 

beſtow on them, by their ſkill in your manu- 

factures; their diligence in your trade; their ex- 

pertneſs and bravery in your marine. Every 

encourager then of induſtry, every well-wither 

to trade, every lover of his country, will doubt- 

leſs liberally contribute to the ſupport of a cha- 1 

rity, which ſo educates and forms our youth, as. [ 

to render them moſt extenſively uſeful to the q 
1 

publick. 
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SERM. And every good Chriſtian will afford us his 
X. affiſtance from a ſtill ſuperior motive. It hath 
been I hope ſufficiently ſhewn, that we have not 

the leaſt pretenſions to that character, if we are 

capable of diſregarding his indigent brethren 

whom we call Saviour and Redeemer; Maſter 

and Lord : And let it be remember'd that this 
benevolent Saviour hath upon all occaſions ex- 

preſs'd a moſt remarkable tenderneſs towards the 
innocent and helpleſs ſtate of infancy. When 

Mark X. 13. the people brought young children to him, that he 
ſhou'd touch them, his diſciples (thinking it no 

doubt beneath their maſter's dignity to be trou- 

bled with relieving their childiſh infirmities) re- 

* buked thoſe that brought them: And when Jeſus 

. Jaw it, he was much, diſpleaſed, and ſaid, ſuffer 

K little children to come unto me; and forbid them 
W10t © - And he took them up in his arms, put 
his hands upon them, and bleſſed them. Admira- 
ble condeſcenſion | Heavenly compaſſion! And 
ſhall not we endeavour to imitate this great pat- 
tern of goodneſs, by ſomething more than xo? for- 
bidding, by aſſiſting young children tocometoChriſt 
their ſaviour? This we ſhall do in the beſt and 
— 


75 
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moſt effectual manner, by ſupporting theſe ſchools $ E RM. ( 
of publick charity, where children are not more X. 
regularly fed with the meat that periſbeth, than jon vl. 2. 
with that which endureth to everlaſting life: Where 

they as regularly receive ſuch religious inſtructi- | 
ons, and attend ſuch offices of devotion, as will 
diſpoſe and prepare them for an happy immor- 
tality ; as they learn thoſe lucrative arts by which 
they are to maintain themſelves during their mor- 
tal life: By contributing therefore to the ſupport 
of ſuch pious eſtabliſhments, we copy our bleſ- 
ſed maſter's bright example in the moſt exact 
manner poſſible ; and at once feed the body, and 
{ave the ſoul. 

And if we now thus reſemble him in goodneſs 
and charity, we ſhall hereafter be made like him | 
in glory and happineſs. The general promiſe in 
the text, that he will look upon kindneſs ſhewn 
to his brethren, as to himſelf, he in another place 
particularly applies to the caſe of young children: | 
WW hoſo ſhall receive one ſuch little child in my name, Matt. xVIII | 
recerveth me. And now therefore ſhew, that you 8 
do indeed receive him as your ſaviour, your na- 


Fer, and Lord: Shew the ſincerity of the faith 


you 


A Charity Sermon. 


x50 


SE RM. you profeſs by ſuitable works: Take the preſent 

X. opportunity, which may poſſibly be your laſt, 
of doing good to theſe infant innocents for the 
ſake of your Redeemer: And remember that the 
day is at hand, when he will tell you in the pre- 
ſence of God, Angels, and Men; Inaſmuch as 


ye did it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, 
ye did it unto me, 


A SERMON 


A 


SERMON 


Preach'd on Chriſtmas-Day. 


LUKE II. 14. 


GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST; AND ON 
EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARDS MEN. 


{© ſay Rejoice; Rejoice evermore ; and in every 
thing give thanks: Thus the great Apoſtle of the 
gentiles exhorts and admoniſhes his Chriſtian con- 
verts and brethren. And if it is a reaſonable 


and a Chriſtian part, alway to rejoice, and in 


every thing to give thanks; for the ordinary oc- 
currences, the common enjoyments, and even 
the afflictions of this life; with what degrees of 
joyfull gratitude -ought we to receive and to 
remember mercies which endure for ever; and 
bleſſings which extend to a life eternal? Such 
mercies, ſuch bleſſings we are here aſſembled to 

comme- 


E7OICE in the Lord alway, and again TSERM. 
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XI. 


Luke II. 11. 


On Chriſimas-Day. 


commemorate; Even that manifeſtation of God 
in the fleſh, and the ſalvation of mankind effect- 
ed thereby, which did as at this time receive it's 
completion and accompliſhment : When unto 
us was born in the city of David, a Saviour, 
who was Chriſt the Lord. I can think of no 
ſubject more ſuitable, or more proper for our 
meditations on this ſolemn occaſion, than the 
words which I have now read unto you; being 
the hymn ſung by the Angelick choir, when they 
proclaim'd to the ſhepherds of Bethlehem the 
glad tidings of a new born Redeemer, Which 
heavenly hymn conftantly made a part of divine 
worſhip in the pureſt ages of the primitive 
church; and hath with equal piety and propri- 
ety been retain'd by our own, in the moſt ſacred 
of her holy offices: When ſhe directs her mem- 
bers immediately after the participation of the ho- 
ly communion, to lift up their hearts and voices 
with the warmeſt devotion, in ſinging Glory be 
to God on high ; on earth peace, good will towards 


men. 
The meaning of which words is too obvious to 
ſtand in need of any explication. The Angels 
give 


On Chriſtmas-Day. 


play of the divine attributes which appear'd in 
the incarnation of his ſon Chriſt Jeſus; And 
they declare that by it peace and good will was 
reſtor'd both between God and man ; and be- 
tween men one with another : That the parti- 
tion wall between Jew and Gentile was bro- 
ken down; and that men of every nation, 


and every tongue ſhow'd confeſs that Feſus Chriſt phil. 11 11. 
is Lord; and being juſtified by him ſbou d have Romans V. x. 


peace with God. And to ſhew you that with 
reaſon did thoſe bleſſed ſpirits celebrate and give 
glory to God for this great and wonderfull event; 
and that though narvellous in all his works both 
of creation and providence, he yet gave ſtill high- 
er evidences of infinite wiſdom, almighty power, 
and inexpreſſible love and goodneſs, in the myſ- 
terious method of man's redemption; This (I 


ſay) ſhall be the buſineſs of the following diſ- 


courſe. 


Wiſdom no leſs than infinite was indeed ne- 
ceſſary to contrive a method of effecting what 


to all limited underſtanding appear'd impracti- 
| cable; 


X 


153 
give glory to the Almighty for the amazing diſ- SE R M. 
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S ERM. 
XI. 


Eccleſ. VII. 


2 Cor: XI. 3. 
Genel. III. 6, 


Ibid. II. 17, 


On Cbriſimas-Day. 


cable; And ſo ſurely did the reſtoration of the 
human nature to its priſtine purity and happi- 
neſs appear, from the wretched ſtate into which 
it was ſunk by the ſin of our firſt progenitor. 
God made him upright ; free, able, and forewarn'd 
to ſtand ; free alſo it ſo he perverſely determin'd 
to fall. Soon tempted, he ſoon and foully fell. 
That evil ſpirit who by his pride, envy, and re- 
bellion againſt God, had hurl'd himſelf down 
from an heavenly throne to the abyſs of hell, ho- 

ping to fruſtrate his Creator's benevolent inten- 
tion in the creation of man, and to draw him in- 
to a participation of his own guilt and apoſtacy ; 
this evil ſpirit Satan in the ſerpent's form Segui- 
led Eve through his ſubtlety. She took of the for- 
bidden fruit, and did eat ; and gave alſo unto her 
huſband with her, and he did eat; and both were 
ruin'd, and all was loſt, For God had pronounc'd 
their doom; that in the day they ſhou'd ſo tranſgreſs 
they ſho d ſurely die. What help, what remedy re- 
main'd; The veracity, the juſtice of the Almighty, 


and the honor of his law, requir'd that the ſentence 


ſhou'd be executed ; unleſs ſome method cou'd 


be found out of ſhewing mercy, which might be 
conſiſ- 
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conſiſtent with that regard which muſt inviola- $ ERM. 


bly be paid to theſe conſiderations. But what 
ſatisfaction can be propos d? Or by whom ſhall it 
be made? Shall our firſt parents hope by repen- 
tance and ſubmiſſion to ſoften and deprecate 
divine vengeance ? Ah! what kind of repentance, 
what ſincere ſubmiſſion can be expected from a 
nature now corrupted by the Devil, and forſa- 
ken of God? Or ſuppoſe their contrition to be 
both real and deep; Yet Juſtice ſternly demands 
to be ſatisfied ; God's word had gone forth; and 
| ſhall he become a liar, becauſe man was become 
a rebel? Where then can this forlorn unhappy 
pair look out for ſuccour? The world as yet 
had no other inhabitants than themſelves ; and 
the countleſs millions by which it ſhou'd be peo- 
pled in after ages, tainted by their crime, and 
involv'd in their miſery, little able to expiate 
their offence muſt themſelves groan under it's 
conſequences. Or will ſome pitying angel inter- 
poſe his friendly aid, and die Himſelf to ſave man's 
forfeit life? Dwells in all Heaven charity ſo 
dear? In thoſe heavenly breaſts it dwells indeed 
in a high degree; but they cannot love the ob- 
0 X 2 - nos 
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SE RM. jects of God's diſpleaſure : Or which among them 


XI. 


ſhall be able, or ſhall boldly dare to ſuffer all that 
divine juſtice arm'd with Almighty power may 
inflict upon wilfull diſobedience ? Here then all 
hopes were over for the race of Adam: All 
was horror, deſpair, and diſmay: But here 
the brightneſs of infinite wiſdom breaks forth, 
and puts to flight the dreary gloom ; diſpels the 
clouds, clears the proſpect, and points out a me- 
thod by which God and man may be reconcil'd : 
God's veracity ſtand unimpeach'd, and his juſ- 
tice be ſatisfied ; yet his mercy be extended to 
the offenders. 

This benevolent deſign God immediately inti- 
mated, though in dark and ambiguous terms; 
when in curſing the ſerpent he declar'd, that the 


Gen. Il. 15. ſeed of the woman ſbou d bruiſe his head. That is; 


that Jeſus Chriſt born of a woman ſhou'd over- 
throw the dominion, and deſtroy the works of 
the devil; and finally extirpate Satan with his 
dire off-ſpring, ſin and death. This promiſe was 
renew'd ſtill in general words to Abraham ; that 


Ibid. XII. 3. in him ſbou d all the families of the earth be bleſ- 


ſed: The Meſſiah who came to fave and to bleſs 


us, 
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us, being according to the fleſh, deſcended from his SE RM. 
loins. The ſame mercifull purpoſe was by degrees _ 
revel'd to David, and to all the prophets ; and as 

the period of it's accompliſhment drew nearer, in 
planer terms, and with more particular circum- 
ſtances ; Till at length, in the fullneſs of time; 

at the preciſe zra when that infinite wiſdom which 

had plann'd, ſaw moſt meet to complete the gra- 

cious ſcheme, God ſent forth his ſon; made of a 
woman, made under the law ; To redeem them that 

were under the Law, and them alſo who were with- 

out law: Even as many as wou'd accept this re- 
demption on the eaſy conditions on which it was 
offerr'd ; Repentance toward God, and faith to- ads xx. 25. 
ward our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Here then appears 

the depth of infinite wiſdom ; Here righteouſneſs 

and peace are met together ; mercy and truth here 

kiſs each other. Our ſaviour being a partaker of the 
human nature was a f ſubſtitute for, and repre- 
ſentative of it; Offering himſelf a voluntary ſa- 
crifice to expiate the fins of men, no injuſtice 
cou'd be committed in accepting him as ſuch ; 

Born without ſtain of ſin, he was alſo a pure and 


ſpotleſs ſacrifice; And by the union of his divine 


nature 
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S RM. nature: to his human, that ſacrifice became of in- 
* finite and ineſtimable value. God cou'd at once 
ſatisfy, but cou'd not ſuffer ; Man might for ever 

ſuffer, but cou'd never ſatisfy: But Chriſt Jeſus be- 

ing both God and man was fully capable of doing 

all that was requiſite to appeaſe offended juſtice ; 

to vindicate the honor of the divine majeſty ; and 


at the ſame time to procure mercy for every offen- 

der; who was willing to embrace it on the rea- 

ſonable terms of faith in him, and a life of virtue. 

This wondrous method of man's redemption, 

though before it was made known to us, it cou'd 

never have been conceiv'd by human intelleQ, 

yet when revel'd is perfectly agreeable to reaſon ; 

and ſhews the conſummate wiſdom of the con- 

triver in the higheſt manner in which it ever ap- 

pear'd to the ſons of men. Well might the holy 

angels in beholding the completion of this marvel- 

lous ſcheme break forth into ſinging, Glory be to 

God for this higheſt manifeſtation of his wiſdom : 

And well may we in reviewing and commemo- 

rating it, cry out in the words of St. Paul; O 
Romans XI. He depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and know- 
oe lege of God! SL A 

Nor 
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Nor did the greatneſs of Almighty power ap- 8 ERM. 
pear leſs glorious in effecting, than the depth * 
of infinite wiſdom in contriving the falvation * 
of mankind, by the incarnation of our bleſſed 
ſaviour. But the time wou'd fail me, and I ſhou'd 
widely exceed the due limits of this diſcourſe, was 
I to mention but a few of the marks of omnipo- 
tence, diſplay d in the execution of this amazing 
plan: Suffice it to ſay, that in, and by it are uni- 
ted qualities ſo contrary, and properties ſo oppo- 
ſite, as cou'd never have been joyn'd, and by their 
junction have form'd a ſcheme of abſolute perfec- 
tion, by any but an Almighty hand. 

To connect active intelligence with ſluggiſh 
matter, pure and vivid ſpirit with groſs and hea- 
vy body, preſiding conſcience and rebellious ap- 
petite; in a word from a compoſition of a rea- 
ſonable foul and human fleſh to make one man, 
was indeed a work for a divine architect alone : 
But how much greater the operation, and more 
ſtupendous the atchievement by the union of God 
and man to form one Chriſt ! For what was this 
but to unite human weakneſs to Almighty 

power ? 


1605 
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S ERM. power? Human ignorance to divine wiſdom ? 


Al * 


III. 


Diſtreſs, diſeaſe, decay, and death, to peace, 


health, life, and immortality ? Yet theſe were 


united when the ſon of God, who was himſelf 
truly God left his throne of glory for a tabernacle 
of clay; and taking our nature upon him became 
like unto us in all things, fin only excepted. 
This union was the higheſt exerciſe of omnipo- 
tent power that ever was, or cou'd be manifeſt- 
ed; This the Angels celebrate by aſcribing 
Glory to God in the higheſt; And this ſurely 
calls for the deepeſt admiration and devouteſt 
gratitude from us, whom this miraculous work. 
was perform'd to ſave. 


But warm as our hearts, and loud as our prai- 
ſes ſhou'd be for the wiſdom and power of God 


 ſhewn in the incarnation and birth of Chriſt ; 
yet will the heart glow with redoubled ardor, 


and the voice riſe to ſtill loftier ſtrains, while we 
contemplate the heigth of goodneſs, and won- 
ders of love extended in it to mankind, A be- 
nevolence truly Godlike doth indeed appear in 
the various exertions of creating bounty, and 
7 preſer- 
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preſerving providence ; But theſe are beyond 8 ERM. 
compariſon ſurpaſs d by the boundleſs mercies of X. 
redeeming love. For let us confider for whom 
it was, that the ſon of God became man, and 
liv'd, and died. It is obſerv'd by himſelf in his 
laſt diſcourſes to his diſciples, that greater love join xv. 13. 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 1 
life for his friends: And few have probably been | 
the inſtances in which ſuch a degree of friend- 
ſhip either has, or ought to have been exerted. © l 
But herein God commendeth his love towards us, Romans V. 8. | 
in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for ol 
us. Not the fond parent for his darling child; 
Not the kind huſband for his faithfull fpouſe; 
Not the ſympathizing Friend for his fellow- _ | | 
heart, the Friend who is as his own ſoul ; Not in- peu. x11, k 
fluenc'd by theſe telations, nor induc'd by theſe N N 
motives, came our bleſſed ſaviour by dying for 
us, to redeem and deliver us. It was deprav'd 
and corrupted man; rebellious and apoſtate | i 
man ; Man deaf to his duty, and blind to his in- l 
tereſt, extremely wicked, and extremely miſera- | 
ble, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave, ö 
And this is ſurely a pitch of goodneſs unequall'd, 
* and 
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8 ERM. and almoſt incomprehenſible. If the brave Hero 


5 


who bleeds for his country's cauſe excites our admi- 
ration, and calls forth our praiſe, what love, what 
gratitude ſhou'd fill our hearts towards him who 
died for his enemies? If the Angels who having 
kept their firſt eftate, and never fallen, had no 


need ofa Redeemer ; and had therefore no inte- 


reſt of their own in, and receiv'd no benefit to 
themſelves from our Lord's incarnation : If they 
were ſo tranſported at this higheſt diſplay of di- 
vine goodneſs, and the peace and good-will re- 


ſtor'd to mankind, as to fing together, and ſhout 


for joy; With what raptures of love, what zeal 


of devotion ſhall Man himſelf be inflam'd by it, 
who by it, and it alone is reſcued from ruin, and 
reſtor'd to happineſs ? Certainly, this wonderfull 
exertion of divine goodneſs demands the warmeſt 
affections, and moſt exalted gratitude to which 


our nature is capable of riſing. And if through 


the weakneſs of that mortal nature we cannot 
ſoar to angelick fervors ; if our love and devotion 
cannot be always equally warm and glowing, yet 
let it be always ſteady and ſincere, Let us while 


we offer to God the fruit of our Hips, add there- 
90 
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to that obedience of our hearts and lives, which $ ERM. ö 
can alone render our thanks acceptable to him, XI. 

or beneficial to ourſelves. While we remember 
our Redeemer's birth, let us be carefull to forſake 
and avoid all zho/e works of the Devil, to deſtroy : John 111. 8, | 
which he was manifeſted : and aſſiduous and zeal- Tir. II. 14, 
owes in all thoſe good works, to which he hath puri- | 
fied us unto himſelf a peculiar people. Let us keep | 
zhe ſolemn and holy feaft not with the leaven of fl 
malice and wickedneſs, ſo odious to the prince of I 
peace, the God of love; not with rioting and | 
drunkenneſs, akvays unbecoming Chriſtians, and | l 
particularly unſeaſonable at the very time when | 
we celebrate the birth of a pure and holy Jeſus ; 8 ö 
but with fincerity, ſoberneſs, and truth. And N 
may we now and always with ſuch piety and 
devotion commemorate our bleſſed ſaviour's firſt | 
coming in the fleſh, that at his ſecond coming to Colleas for 6 
judge the world we may be found an acceptable ods ny in | 
People in his fight ; and may riſe to the life immor- * f 
tal through him who liveth and reigneth with the | 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God world with- | 
out end. Amen, il 
| Y 2 A SERMON 1 
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S E R M O N 
Preach'd in the Epiſcopal chapel 
At DUNKEL D; 


On Thurſday May sth, 1763: 


Being the day appointed 
By his Majeſty's royal proclamation, 
To be obſerv d as a day of publick thankſgiving 
10 
ALMIGHTY GOD; 


For the PEACE: 


ISAIAH XLV. 6, 7. 


I AM THE LORD, THERE IS NONE ELSE. I FORM 
THE LIGHT, AND CREATE DARKNESS; I MAKE 


PEACE AND CREATE EVIL; I THE LORD DO 
ALL THESE THINGS, 


SER M. HE doctrine of a divine providence direct- 

ing and ſuperintending all human affairs, 
is here deliver'd with that ſublimity of ſentiment, 
| and 


XII. 
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and grandeur of ſtyle, which are ſo conſpicuous 8 R RM. 


throughout all the writings dictated by the holy 
ſpirit to the Evangelical prophet. And this doc- 
trine is perfectly agreeable to right reaſon and 
true philoſophy ; confirm'd by obſervation and 
experience; and full of comfort and ſolid ſatiſ- 
faction to the upright and virtuous. Minute phi- 
loſophers, and halt thinkers may in the poverty 
of their underſtanding ſuppoſe, that he who made 


the world has no ſhare in the goverment of it; 


Inattentive and ſuperficial obſervers only who 
look no further than the object juſt before their 


eyes, can fail to perceive an unſeen hand, work- 


ing the ſprings, and directing the movements of 


all human actions; And the wicked and they 
ſurely alone, can chooſe to believe themſelves 
ſubject to the influence of blind chance, or a fa- 
tal neceſſity, rather than under the guidance of a 
wiſe and good governor ; conſcious that their 
conduct is not ſuch as will recommend them to 
the patron of good men, the friend of virtue, 
How much wiſer! how much better! and how 
much happier they! who acknowleging and 
truſting in the providential care. of an all wiſe 
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SERM. and benevolent Being; endeavour to ſecure his 


favor and protection, by an obſervance of his 
commands, and an imitation of his example! 
With a mind fraught with this true wiſdom, with 
an heart warm with theſe pious affections, or 90/7 
religious and gracious King hath call'd upon us 
by his royal authority, to offer up our devouteſt 
praiſes to the Autbor of peace, and lover of con- 
cord, for the preſent happy return of it. And it 
is I truſt with the ſame ſentiments, and ſimilar 
diſpoſitions, that we are here aſſembled to obey 
the commands of our earthly Sovereign; by ren- 
dring the tribute of our thanks to the Supreme 
Monarch, and Lord of the Univerſe. 

I know not how better or more effectually to 
fall in with and improve this religious and be- 
coming train of thought, than by recollecting 
the miſeries of the war under which the world 
hath lately groan'd ; and thence judging of the 
expedience and happineſs of the period now put 
to it's rage. But to paint in juſt and vivid colors 
the devaſtations and calamities of the late wide- 
ſpreading and general hoſtilities, to place theſe 
ſad pictures of horror and diſtreſs in a juſt and 

ſtriking 
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ſtriking light, is a taſk for which I know myſelf s 


unqualified in every reſpect, and on all accounts. 
That God be thanked who hath preſerv'd our 
native country from hoſtile attacks, and long 
meditated miſchief, we of theſe kingdoms know 
by report only, and have but in imagination 
felt the deſtruction which hath been in almoſt all 
the earth around us. But we have heard with 
tingling ears, and thoſe brave men who have ha- 
zarded their lives, and ſpilt their blood in their 
country's cauſe, have told us the dreadfull tale 
of unequall'd carnage, and death's triumphant 
and extended reign, Far and wide flew diſcord, 
deſtructive Fiend ! and ſcatter'd her poiſon, and 
ſhed her plagues through every quarter of the 
globe. Turn we our eyes to a not far diſtant 
ſtate; and there we may view (if we can bear 
the proſpect) one of the faireſt and fineſt coun- 
tries in Europe deſolated and deſtroy'd by every 
ſpecies of miſery and ruin. Here the dogs of 
war were let looſe with unchain'd fury ; Sharp 
and deep hath been their bite; and deadly the 
wounds they gave. For the elegant arts and or- 
naments of peace, lo the engines of deſtruction 

and 
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8 E RM. and the implements of death! Here indeed was 


XII. 
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burning inſtead of beauty : The ſtately cities and 
goodly palaces became a prey to the devouring 
flames. No reflection I truſt can be thought to 
be here levell'd againſt any particular powers en- 
gaged in the late general war: Such ſtrictures 
belong not to my profeſſion, nor become the 
houſe of God on any occaſion ; leaſt of all, on that 
of this day's peacefull ſolemnity. The cruel ne- 
ceſſity of war, rather than the inclination of any 
of the princes involv'd in it, occaſion'd we may 
reaſonably preſume the ſeverities here deplor'd: 
And the guilt of them therefore (except in the caſe 
of unneceſſary cruelty and unprofitable miſchief) 
will lye on thoſe whoſe unjuſt ambition, ill foun- 
ded claims, or breach of faith and treaties began 
it. But on what ſide ſoever that blame ſhou'd 
lye, hard muſt be the heart which melts not with 
compaſſion for thoſe who have ſo deeply ſuffer'd 
by it; and thankleſs the ſoul which is not warm'd 
with gratitude to the God of Hoſts, for protect- 
ing us from thoſe calamities which our fellow- 


creatures, fellow-Chriſtians, and fellow-proteſt- 
ants have endur'd. From theſe ſorrows not our 
| merit 
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merit but his mercy deliver'd us; and therefore SE R M. 


not unto us, not unto our wiſdom or ſtrength 
but unto his name be all the praile ! 

But though our ſtripes have been few and 
light in compariſon of thoſe with which others 
have been ſmitten, yet have they been many and 
weighty enough to make us ſenſible of the chaſ- 
tiſing rod. The beſt blood of the nation hath 


been pour'd out in copious ſtreams : What remote 


region, what far diſtant ſoil hath not been ſatu- 


rated with it? 

Witneſs ye before thought inacceſſible heights, 
where the valiant ſoldier, and able general, the 
accompliſh'd Hero and amiable man triumph'd 
amidſt the laſt agonies when he found his brave 
followers victorious! and joyfully reſign'd his 
life as a free and welcome ſacrifice to the ſervice 
of his country and his King! And witneſs thou 
O Fatal grave of Britons ! which haſt open'd 
wide thy devouring Jaws, and inclos'd within 
them thouſands and ten thouſands of our coun- 
trymen ! 

And hath not our expence of treaſure kept 
equal pace with that of blood? A charge une- 


Z quall'd, 


XII. 
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S E RM. quall'd, and unheard of in former wars hath been 


XII. 


incurr'd: So far as it was neceſſary, and directed 
to anſwer in the moſt effectual manner the ends 
for which it was allow'd, it was a reaſonable 
and commendable charge; and a far more judi- 
cious oeconomy than an ill-tim'd frugality. 
But heavy however is the load which it hath laid 
on us ; and what a long continuance, and the 
happieſt improvement of peace can alone prevent 
from being ſeverely felt by generations yet un- 
born. At the fame time that we were burden'd 
with an expence ſo extra-ordinary, the ordinary 
means of fuſtaining it were diminiſh'd. There 
is ſcarce a truer maxim in politicks, than that 


the wealth of a nation in a great degree depends 


on it's populouſneſs; and the number of it's 
laborers and artificers ; But of theſe the country 
was drain'd to recruit our exhauſted armies ; 
while our villages were further thinn'd by the 
even partial ſucceſs of a meaſure, which yet muſt 
be own'd to be the moſt natural method of de- 
fending our native country from foreign in- 
vaſion. 


The 
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The time permits me but barely to mention 8 ERM. 


a few of the evils attending the late bloody and 
expenſive war; But the bare mention of them is 
indeed ſufficient to make us fully ſenſible how 
heavy and grievous they have already been ; And 
how deſtructive their continuance muſt have 
prov'd : And of courſe I hope to make us truly 
thankfull for the happy concluſion now put to 
them. If we believe God's word, we muſt be- 
lieve that he who created the darkneſs, created 
alſo (for reaſons known to his own infinite wit- 
dom) the evils of the war; And that he who 

form'd primeval light, hath made wars to ceaſe, 


and peace to bloom. The ambition of one 
prince or ſtate; the juſt and manly reſolution of 
another; the wiſdom and vigilance of an able 
and upright miniſter; the conduct of a great 
commander; or the ardent courage of the valiant 
ſoldier ; Fleets and armies; Winds and waves ; 


Theſe are all inferior agents employ'd by 
providence to effect it's wiſe and gracious ends; 
and act in an inſtrumental and ſubordinate man- 
ner as they are directed by the Supreme diſpoſer 
of events. As therefore while it ſeem'd good to 


Z 2 him 


XII. 


172 


4 Thankſgiving Sermon. 


SE R M. him to keep us under the ſcourge of war, we went 


. 


up year by year to the houſe of the Lord, to 
humble ourſelves with Faſting and prayers; to 
deplore our fins, and deprecate his diſpleaſure ; 
with what foul ingratitude, what leproſy of 
mind muſt we be tainted, if we return not now 
thither with loud voices and thankfull hearts to 
praiſe and glorify our God | Be ſuch unfeeling 
negligence far from us! But our attendance at 
this time and place ſhews that we are not ca- 
pable of it. In thus aſſembling ourſelves together, 
we behave as good ſubjects, good Chriſtians, and 
reaſonable men. It becometh well all ſuch to be 
thankfull to God for all his mercies; and ſurely 


not leaſt ſo for what is one of the greateſt: And 


ſuch is a ſafe and ſalutary peace. Of the terms 
of peace; Of the advantages or diſadvantages 
of particular articles; of what ſhou'd be ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſted on, and what may ſafely be 
yielded up ; Of theſe and all the various and com- 
plicated queſtions which require to be adjuſted 
at the concluſion of an extenſive war, few, very 
few indeed | are in any degree competent judges ; 
though ſo many pretend to determine, and with 


ſo 
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ſo peremptory a ſentence concerning them. S ER M. 
XII. 


When therefore we are enjoyn'd by lawfull au- 
thority to obſerve a ſolemnity of this kind, our 
obedience to that injunction in returning thanks 
for what we know is in general one of God's 
beſt bleſſings, is not the unmeaning /acrifice of 
fools, but both à reaſonable and laudable ſervice; 
though we pretend not either to underſtand or 
examine the utility of any particular pacifica- 
tion. This is the ſtate of the caſe, and the duty 
of the ſubje& on all ſuch occaſions : But in the 
preſent inſtance, we may ſafely go farther. Still 
keeping clear of political diſputes which are out 
of our province, and wou'd lead us into a 
Labyrinth where we might ſoon loſe ourſelves; 
we may from fair probabilities and ſtrong pre- 
ſumptions alone conclude, that the peace for 
which we now give thanks, 1s upon the whole 


ſafe and beneficial ; That it is the Lord's doing; pam 


CXVIII. 23, 


That this day is therefore juſtly appointed for 
our thankſgivings and praiſes for it; and that 
we ought to rejoice and be glad in it. 

We ſee upon the throne a prince who without 
one blemiſh or ſtain in his private character, is 
| endued 


24. 
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SE RM. endued with at leaſt as many publick virtues and 


XII. 


regal accompliſhments as ever bloom'd ſo freſh 
and fair in ſo early a ſpring. Native BRITON 


as he is, and glories in the name, his virtues and 


excellent qualities are all our own; And we 
may aſſuredly expect to feel all their benign and 
gracious influences. His glory call'd out to him 
aloud not to ſully the triumphs of a moſt ſucceſſ- 
full though bloody and expenſive war, by any but 
an honorable peace; His intereſt (for his intereſt 
is that of his people) admoniſh'd him to accept 
only a ſafe and advantageous peace :- And can 
we doubt whether his inclination led him to fol- 
low theſe united counſels of his intereſt and his 
glory? If we can, it is to be fear'd we form a 
judgment of our King, from a conſciouſneſs of 
very evil principles and diſpoſitions in ourſelves z 
For it is a judgment directly oppoſite to all that 
experience hath taught us of HIM. 


And to this preſumption in favor of the preſent 
peace ariſing from the approbation of uch a So- 
vereign, muſt be added the teſtimony, born to 
it's honor and utility by the ſuffrages of the great 

Council 
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Council of the nation; the Nobles, an dthe Re- 8 ERM. 
preſentatives of all the commons of the realm: XII. 
who after a full diſcuſſion of every queſtion, an 
examination of every article, and a fair field for 
every argument, have by a majority next to una- 
nimity determin'd the conditions of peace to be 
ſafe; honorable; and advantageous. And when 
we conſider the birth and education of thoſe of 
whom that auguſt aſſembly is compos'd ; the 
means and opportunities which they muſt have 
of knowing and under/tanding the true intereſt of 
their country in all reſpects; and the certainty 
that even from private and ſelfiſh motives, from 
regard to the vaſt property which as individuals 
they poſſeſs in that country, as well as from 
higher and worthier conſiderations, they muſt 
defire and intend it's advantage and aggrandiſe- 
ment; When (I fay) we allow theſe reflections 
their due weight, we have the faire/} probabi- 
lity, and the fronge/? preſumption, that their 
reſolution is agreeable to truth and fact. Our 
opinion of our Superiors muſt be totally void of 
candor, and that which we entertain of ourſelves 
as void of modeſty, if we do not believe them to 
| be 
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SERM, be equally upright, and more capable judges than 
4 ourſelves, of what are, and what are not proper 
terms of peace. 


Let us then as it appears we have ſo much rea- 
ſon, heartily and devoutly bleſs the Almighty 
Ruler of all things, for that which he hath now 
given us; For ſtopping the deſtroying Angel's 
hand before we had felt his ſeverer ſtrokes: For 

tiah II. 4. beating our ſwords into plow-ſhares, and our 
ſpears into pruning hooks. And let us beſeech 
him to give to the peace that duration and ſta- 
bility which alone can ſecure to us it's beneficial 
effects. Above all, let us beg of him who ma- 
keth men to be of one mind, that he wou'd pour 
on all ranks and conditions among us his bleſſed 
ſpirit of Unity and concord : That all bitterneſs, 
wrath, and clamor, all evil ſurmiſes, ill- founded 
jealouſies, and cauſeleſs ſuſpicions, may be put 
away far from us: And that we may all with 
ſincerity and fingleneſs of heart, endeavour. in 
cur different ſtations and capacities to promote 
the glory of God; and the publick tranquillity 

and welfare, 
Finally; 


A Thankſgiving Sermon. 


177 


Finally; Let us beſeech him by whom Kings 8 * 


reign, to crown our gracious and excellent Mo- 
narch with all his beſt and choiceſt bleſlings : 
That divine wiſdom may be his guide, and di- 
vine power his ſtrength : That neither our pri- 
vate intereſts, nor our turbulent paſſions (from one 
or both of which it is much to be fear'd, ariſe 
groundleſs objections, and undutyfull clamors) 
may diſappoint his cares for the general good : 
But that he may always poſſe/s, as there is the 
greateſt reaſon to believe he will always deſerve 
the hearts of his people. Even ſo, O Bleſſed 
God! King of Kings! and Lord of Lords! Grant 
our King a long life, and make him glad with the 
Joy of thy countenance : In his time let the righteous 


flouriſh, yea and abundance of peace: As for his 


enemies, (it he can have any enemies yet remain- 
ing) clothe them with ſhame; But upon himſelf, 
and his poſterity 4er his crown flouriſh, till all hu- 
man empire {hall be more! 
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